— — pas _ — 4 
BY HENRY FIELDING, ES 
———Mores- bominum multorum vidit;— 


* hd — — 


EN 
— . ü — — — — 


Wo L uv n 


* LON DO Neo” ; 
Printed for W. CAVILL and J. TAYLOR 


£ 


* 2 
* 991 - * 2 ir" : 
f Þ l Ks * 1 W | 54 
$ 1 x . 1 4 A % a >» 5 * * „* þ + "4 
* bs wt? S 4 
*. My * o R 
q * — — - 
” 


LY 


Nav Nen 


X * V 


HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY 
THE GIFT OF ; 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - 


Af 291826 


ag. +10, 0.170 os; 


i I Os 
5 4 A « 


KI 
2 2 


TO THE HONOURA BLE 


GEORGE LYTTLETON, EUA 


* 
- 
I'S 


1 


One of the Lok DS CommissloNERs of 
the TREASURY, 


&: 
NoT%1THSTANDING your conſtant. 

refuſal, when I have aſked leave to prefix 
your name to this Dedication, L muſt ſtill inſiſt 
on my right to deſire your protection of this 
Work. 

To you, Sir, it is owing that this hiſtory was ever be. 
gun, It was by your deſire that I firſt thought of ſuch,” 
a compulition. So many years have fince paſt, that 1 
may have, perhaps, forgotten this circumſtance: but 
your deſires are to be in the nature of commands; and 
the impreſſion of them is never to be eraſed from my 
memory. 141 

Again, Sir, without your aſliiance this hiſtory bad 
never been compleated. Be not ſtartled at the aſſertion. 
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I do not intend to draw on you the ſuſpiciogſof being 
a romance writer. I mean no more, than that J partly 
owe to you my exiſtence during great part of the time 
which I have employed in compoſing it: another mat- 
ter which it may be neceſſary to remind you of, ſince 
there are certain actions of which you are apt to be ex- 
tremely forgetful; but of theſe I hope I ſhall always have 
a better memory than yourſelf, a a 
Laſtly, It is owing to you that the hiſtory appears what 
it now is. If there be in this Work, as ſome have been 
pleaſed to ſay, a ſtronger picture of a truly benevolent 
mind than is to be found in any other, who that 
knows you, and a particular acquaintance of yours, will 
doubt whence that benevolence has been copied? The 
world will not, | believe, make me the compliment of 
thinking | took it from myſelf, I care not: this they 
mall own, that the two perſons from whom J have tak- 
en it, that is to ſay, two of the beſt and worthieſt men 
in the world, are ſtrongly and zealouſly my friends. I 
might be contented with this, and yet my vanity will add 
a third to the number; and rank him one of the great- 
eſt and nobleſt, not only in his rank, but in every public 
and private virtue. But here, whilſt my gratitude for 
the princely benefactions of the Duke of Bedford burſts 
from my heart, you muſt forgive my reminding you, 
that it was you who firſt recommended me to the notice 
of my benefactor. | 6. 
And what are your objections to the allowance of the 
honour which I have ſolicited? Why, you have com- 
mended the book fo warmly, that you ſhould be aſham- 
ed cf reading your name before the Dedication, Indeed, 
Sir, if the book itſelf doth not make you athamed of your 
commendations, nothing that I can here write, will, or 
ought. Iam not to give up my right to your protection 
and patronage, becauſe you have commended my book: 
for though I acknowledge ſo many obligations to you, I 
do not add this to the number, in which friendſhip, I 
am convinced, hath ſo little ſhare; ſince that can nei- 
ther bias your judgment, not prevent your integrity. 
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DEDICATION. v 
An enemy may at any time obtain your commendation 
by only deſerving it; and the utmoſt which the faults of 
your friends can hope for, is your filence; or, 
perhaps if too ſeverly accuſed, your gentle pallia- 
tion. 

In ſhort, Sir, I ſuſpect that your diſlike of public 
praiſe is your true objection to granting my requeſt, E 
have obſerved, that you have, in common with. my two 
other friends, an unwillingneſs to hear the leaſt men- 
tion of your own virtues: that, as a great Poet ſays 
of one of you, (he might juſtly have ſaid it of all three,) 
you | 


Do good by flealth, and bluſh to find it fame. 


IF men of this diſpofition are as careful to ſhun ap- 
plauſe, as others are to eſcape cenſure, how juſt muſt 
be your apprehenſion of your c r falling into 
my hands; ſince what would not a man have rea» 
ſon to dread, if attacked by an author who had re- 
h from him injuries equal :o my obligations to 

ou 

: And will not this dread of cenſure increaſe in propor- 
tion to the matter which a man is conſcious of havin 
afforded tor it? If his whole life, for inſtance, ſhould be 
one continued ſubject of ſatire, he may well tremble hen 
an incenced ſatiriſt takes him in hand. How, Sir, if we 
apply this to your modeſt aver ſion to panegyric, how rea- 
ſonable will your fears of me appear ! 

Yet ſurely,- you might have gatified my ambition, 
from this ſingle confidence, that I ſhall always prefer 
the indulgence of your inclinations to the ſatisfaction 
of my own. A very ſtrong inſtance of which I ſhall. 
give you in this addreſs; in which I am determined 
to follow the example of all other Dedicators, and 
will conſider, not what my Patron really deſerves 
to have written, but what he will be beſt pleaſed to 
read. . | 

Without futher preface, then, I here preſent you 


with the labours of ſome years of wy life. What merit 
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theſe labours have, is already known to yourſelf, IF, ſ 
from your favourable judgment, I have conceived fome 
eſteem for them, it cannot be imputed to vanity: ſince [I 
ſhould have agreed as implicitly to your opinion, had 
it been given in favour of any other man's production. 
Negatively, at leaſt, | may be allowed to ſay, that had 
I been ſenſible of any great demerit in the Work, you 
ore the laſt perſon to whoſe protection I would have 
ventured to recommend tt. 

From the name of my patron, indeed, I hope my rea- 
der will be convinced, at his very entrance on this Work, 
that he will find, in the whole courſe of it, nothing pre- 
judicial to the cauſe of religion and virtue; nothing in- 
conſiitent with the ſtricteſt rules of decency, nor which 
can offend even the chaſteſt eye in the peruſal. On the 
contrary, I declare, that to recommend goodneſs and in- 
nocence, has been my ſincere endeavour in this Hiſtory, 
This honeſt purpoſe you have been pleaſed to think I 
bave attained, and, to ſay the truth, it is likelieſt to be 
"attained in books of this kind: for an example is a kind 
of picture, in which virtue becomes, as it were, an ob- 
ject of fight, and Rrikes us with an idea of that lovelineſs 
which Plato afferts there is in her naked charms. 

_  Befides diſplaying that beauty of virtue which may at- 
tract the admiration of mankind, I have attempted to en- 
gage a ſtronger motive to human action in her favour, 
by convincing men that their true intereſt directs them 
to a purſuit of her. For this purpoſe I have ſhewn, that 
no acquiſitions of guilt cen compenfate the loſs of that 
ſolid inward comfort of mind, which is the ſure compa- 
nicn of innocence and virtue; nor can in the leaſt bal- 
ance the evil of that horror and anxiety which, in their 
room, guilt introduces into our boſoms. And again, 
that as theſe acquilitions are in themſelves generally 
worthleſs, ſo are the means to attain them not only baſe 
and infamous, but at beſt uncertain, and always full of 
danger. Laſtly, I have endeavoured ſtrongly to incul- 
cate, that virtue and innocence can ſcarce ever be injured 
but by indiſcretion; and that it is this alone which often 
" betrays them into the ſnares that (deceit and villany 
89 , | {ſpread 
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ſpread for them; a moral which I have the more induſ- 
triouſly laboured, as the teaching it is, of all others, the 
likelieſt to be attended with ſucceſs ; ſince, I believe, it 
is much eaſier to make good men wiſe, than to make bad 
men good. 

For theſe purpoſes I. have employed all the wit 
and humor of which I am maſter in the following 
hiſtory: wherein I have endeavoured to laugh mankind 
out of their favourite follies and vices. How far I have 
ſucceeded in this good attempt, I ſhall ſubmit to the can- 
did reader, with only two requeſts: Firſt, That he will 
not expect to find perfection in this Work; and, Second- 
ly, That he will excuſe ſome parts of it, if they fall 
ſhort of that little merit which I hope may appear in 
others. | 

I will detain you, Sir, no longer. Indeed I have run 
into a preface, while I profeſſed to write a Dedication. 
But how can it be otherwiſe? I dare not praiſe you; and 
the only means I know of to avoid it, when you are in 
my thoughts, are either to be entirely ſilent, or to turn 
my thoughts to ſome other ſubject. | 

Pardon, therefore, what I have ſaid in his epiſtle, not 
only without your conſent, but abſolutely againſt it; 
and give me at leaſt leave, in this public manner, to 
2 that I am, with the higheſt reſpect and grati- 
tude. 


3 
Your moſt cbliged, 
obedient humble ſervant, 
HENRY FIELDING-- 
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Containing as much of the birth of Ne Foundliag he 


neceſfary or propec to acquaint the reader with | in 
the beginning of this hiſtory, © 


Chap. I. The introduction to the work, or bill of fare to ö 
7 the feaſt, 7 page 1 
Chap. II. A mort deſcription of Squire Allworthly, nd 
a a fuller account of Miſs Bridget Allworthy, bis 
aer, 4 
Chap. III. An odd accident which befel Mr Allwbtthy 
at his return home. 'The decent behaviour of 
Deborah Wilkins; with ſome proper animadverſions 
on baſtards, 6 
Chap. IV. The reader's neck brought into danger by A 
deſcription; his eſcape, and the great condeſcenſion of 
Miſs Bridget Ailworthy, - 9 
Chap. V. Containirg a few common matters, with 2 
very uncommon obſervation upon them, 13 
Chap. VI Mrs Deborah is intoduced into the pariſh, 
With a ſmile. A ſhort account of Jenny Jones, with 
Mc difficulties'and diſcouragements which may, attend 
young women in the purſuit of learning» 


g 14 
Chap. VII. Hog uch grave matter, that the read 
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er cannot laugh once thro' the whole chapter, unleſs 
peradventure he ſhould laugh at the author, 19 Ch 

Chap: VIII. A dialogue between Meſdames Bridget and 

Deborah; containing more amuſement, but leſs in- 
ſtruction, than the former, 26 

Chap. IX. Containing matters which will ſurpriſe the 

reader, 24 

Chap. X. The hoſpitality of Allworthy; with a ſhort 
ſketch of the characters of. two brothers, a doctor and 
a captain, who were entertained by that gentle- 
man, 29 | 

Chap. XI. Containing many rules, and ſome examples, 
concerning falling. in love: deſcriptions of beauty, 
and other more prudential inducements to matri- 

mon, E. | 33 Ch 

Chap. XII. Containing what the reader may perhaps ex- 
pect to find in it, | 38 

Chap. XIII. Which concludes the firſt book; with an iſ | 
inſtance of ingratitde, which we hope will appear un - 

natural, 41 
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Containing ſcenes of matri nonial felicity in different 
degrees of life; and various other tranſactions, dur- 
ing the firſt two years after the marriage between Cap» 
tain Blifil and Miſs Bridget Allworthy. 


Chap. I. Shewing what kind of a hiſtory this is; what 
is like, and what is not like, \” | 
Chap II. Religious cautions gainſt ſhewing too much 
_ | Favour to baſtards; and a great diſcovery made by Mrs 
Deborah Wilkins, 47 
Chap. III. The deſcription of a domeſtic government, 
founded upon rules directly contrary to thoſe of Ari» 
ſtotle, 50 
Chap. IV. Containing one of the moſt ho 1y battles, or 
rather duels, that were ever recorded iu domeltigghi(s 
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Chap. V. Containing much matter to exerciſe the judg- 
ment and reflection of the reader, 25 
Chap VI. The trial of Partridge the ſchoolmaſter for 
incontinency; the evidence of his wife; a ſhort” re- 
flection on the wiſdom of our law; with other grave 
matters, which thoſe will like beſt who underſtand 
them moſt, 65 
Chap. VII. A ſhort ſhetch of that felicity which pru» 
dent couples may extract from hatred; with a ſhort 
apology for thoſe people who overlook imperfection in 
their friends, {2 
Chap. VIII. A receipt to re gain the loſt affections of a 

wife, which hath never been known to fail in the 
moſt deſperate caſes. 76 
Chap. IX A proof of the infallibility of the foregoing 
receipt, in the lamentation of the widow; with other 
ſuitable decorations of death, ſuch as phyſicians,” &c. 
and an epitaph in the true ſtile, 78. 
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Containing the moſt memorable tranſitions which pal: 
ſed in the family of Mr Allworthy, from the time 
when Tommy Jones arrived at the age of fourteen, 
till he attained the age of nineteen. In this book the 
reader may pick up ſome hints r the WN 
tion of children. 


Chap. I. Containing little or nothing, 84 
Chap. II. The hero of this great hiſtory appears with 
very bad omens. A little tale of fo low a kind, that 
ſome think it not worth their notice. A word or two 
concerning a-{quire, and more relating to a gamekeep- ; 
er and a ſchoolmaſter, 86 
Chap. III. The character of Mr Square the philoſopher, 
and of Mr Thwackum the divine; wich 2 difpute 
concerning — 92 
Chap. IV. Containing a neceſſary apology Pay the in> 
thor; and a childiſh incident, which perhaps. requires 


an apology likewiſe, . a 
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Chap. V. The opinions of the divine and the philoſo- 
pher concerning the two boys; with ſome reaſons for 
their opinions: and other matters, 98 
Chap. VI. Containing a better reaſon ſtill for the be- 
fore · mentioned opinions, 104 
Chap. VII. In which the author himſelf makes his ap- 
pearance on the ſtage, 
Chap. VIII. A childiſh incident, in which, however, is 
ſeen a good-natured diſpoſition in Tom Jones, 110 
Chap. IX. Containing an incident of a more heinous 
kind, with the comments of Thwackum, and 
Square, 5 i 112 
Chap. X. In which Mr Blifil and Jones appear in dif- 


ferent lights, - 115 
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Containing the time of a year. 
Chap I. Containing four pages of paper, 179 


Chap. II A ſhort hint of what we can do in the ſub» 
lime, and a deſcription of Miſs Sophia Weſtern, 122 
Chap. III. Wherein the hiſtory goes back to comme- 
morate a trifling incident that happened ſome years 
fince; but which, trifling as it was, had ſome future 
_ conſequences 4 126 
Chap. IV. Containing ſuch very deep and grave 
matters, that ſome readers, perhaps, may not reliſh 
it, 2 
Chap. V. Containing matter accommodated to — — 
taſte, j 
Chap. VL An apology for the inſenſibility of Mr Job 
to all the charn's of the lovely Sophia; in which, 
. poſſibly, we may, in a conſiderable degree, lower 
his character in the eſtimation of thoſe men of wit 
and gallantry who approve the heroes in moſt of our 
_ - modern comedies, 139 
Chap. VII. Being the ſhorteſt chapter in this book, 144 
Chap. VIII. A battle ſung by the muſe in the Home- 
& rican 


CON T E N T 8. ini 
ſo. WW rican ſtile, and which none but the claſſical reader can 
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e · colour, F | | | 61 
o4 Chap. X. A ſtory told by Mr Supple, the curate. 
The penetration of Square Weſtern His great love 
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hap. XI. The narrow eſcape of Molly Seagrim, with 
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15 preceding chapter, | 164 

hap. XIII. A dreadful accident which befel Sophia. 

The gallant behaviour of Jones, and the more dread- 

ful conſequence of that behaviour to the young lady 

with a thort digreſſion in favour of the temale 

ſex. 167 
Chap. XIV. The arrival of a ſurgeon. His opera- 
b- tions, and a long dialogue between Sophia and her 


22 maid, 171 
je- 

Irs BOO K V. 

Ire Wk i 
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29 Chap. I. Of the Serious in writing, and for what pure 
ry poſe it is introduced, 5 172 
32 Chap. II. In which Mr Jones receives many friendly vi- 
ges ſits during his confinement; with ſome fine touches 
h, of the paſſion of love, ſcarce viſible to the naked 
er eye, f +83 
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ur contain much ado about nothing, 183 
39 Chap. IV. A little chapter, in which is contained a lit» 
44 tle incident, 188 
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an incident, | 191 
N Chap. 
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Chap. VI. By comparing which with the former, the 
reader may poſſibiy correct ſome abuſe which he has 
formerly been guilty of in the application of Not 
word Love, 23 
Chap. VII. In which Mr Allworthy appears on a ſick- 


bed, 209 
Chap. Vill, Containing matter rather natural than plea- 
ſing, 215 


Chap. IX. Which, among other things, may ſerve a com- 
ment on that ſaying of /Eſchines, that Drunkenneſs 
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Perſon, 221 
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n. introduftion ts the work, or bill of fare to the feaſt 


AN author ought to conſider himſelf, not as a gen- 

tleman who gives a private or eleemoſynary treat, 
but rather as one who keeps a public ordinary, at which 
all perſons are welcome for their money. In the for- 
mer caſe, it is well known that the entertainer provides 
what fare he pleaſes: and though this ſhould be very 
indifferent, and utterly diſagreeable to the taſte of his 
company, they muſt not find any fault; nay, on the con- 
trary, good breeding forces them outwardly to approve 
and to commend whatever is ſet before them. Now, 
the contrary of this happens to the maſter of an ordina- 
ry. Men who pay for what they eat, will inſiſt on gra- 
tifying their palates however nice and whimſical theſe 
may prove; and if every thing is not agreeable to their 
taſte, will challenge a right to cenſure, to abuſe, and to 
d-—n their dinner without controul. 

To prevent, therefore, giving offence to their cuſtom» 
ers by any ſuch diſappointment, it hath been uſual with 
the honeſt and well-meaning hoſt, to provide a bill of . 
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fare, which all perſons may peruſe at their firſt entrance 
into the houſe; and, having thence accquainted them- 
ſelves with the entertainment which they may expect, may 
either ſtay and regale with what is provided for them, 
or may depart to ſome other ordinary better occommo- 
dated to their taſte. 

As we do not diſdain to borrow wit or wiſdom from 
any man who is capable of learning us either, we have 
condeſcended to take a hint from theſe honeſt victual- 
lers, and ſhall prefix not only a general bill of fare to our 
whole entertainment, but ſhall likewiſe give the reader 
particular bills to every courſe which is to be ſerved up 
in this and the enſuing volumes. 

The proviſion, then, which we have here made is no 
other than HUMAN NATURE: nor do I fear that my 
ſenſible reader, though moſt luxurious in his taſte, will 
art, cavil, or be offended, becauſe I have named but one 
article. 1 he tortoiſe, as the alderman of Briſtol, well 


learned in eating, knows by much experience, beſides 


the delicious calibaſh and calipee, contains many different 
kinds of food: nor can the learned reader be ignorant, 
tkat in human nature, though here collected under one 
general name, is ſuch a prodigious variety, that a cook 
will have ſooner gone through all the ſeveral ſpecies of 
animal and vegetable food in the world, than an author 
will be able to exhauſt ſo extenſive a ſubject. 

An objection may, perhaps, be apprehended from 
the more delicate, that this dith is too common and, vul- 
gar; for what elſe is the ſubject of all the romances, no- 
vels, plays, and poems, with which the ſtalls abound ? 
Many exquiſite viands might be rejected by the epicure, 
if it was a ſufficient cauſe for his contemning of them 
as common and vulgar, that ſome thing was to be found 
in the moſt paltry alleys under the ſame name. In reali- 
ty, true Nature is as difficult to be met with in authors, 
as the Bayonne ham or Bologna ſauſage is to be found 
in the ſhops. 

But the whole, to continue the ſame metaphor, con- 
fiſts in the cookery of the author; he, as Mr Pope 
tells us, 


True 
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True wit is Nature to advantage dreſs d, 
Wiat oft was thought, but neer ſo well expreſ# de . 


The ſame animal which hath the honour to have ſome 
part of his fleſh eaten at the table of a duke, may perhaps 
be degraded in another part, and ſome of his limbs gib- 
beted, as it were, in the vileſt ſtall in the town. Where 
then lies the difference between the food of the noble- 
man and the porter, if both are at dinner on the ſame 
ox or calf, but in the ſeaſoning, the dreſſing, the garnith- 
ing, and the ſetting forth? Hence the one provokes 
and incites the moſt languid appetite, and the other turns 
and palls that which is the ſharpeſt and keenelt, 

In like manner, the excellence of the mental enter- 
tainment conſiſts leſs in the ſubject, than in ths author's 
Kill in well dreſſing it up. How pleaſed, therefore, will 
the reader be to find, that we have, in the following 
work, adhered cloſely to one of the higheſt principles of 
the beſt cook which the preſent age, or, perhaps, that of 
Heliogabalus, hath produced? This great man, as is 
well known to all lovers of polite eating, begins at firſt 
by ſetting plain things before bis hungry gueſts, riſing 
atterwards by degrees, as their ſtomachs may be ſuppoſed 
to decreaſe, to the very quinteſſence of ſauce and ſpices. 
In like manner, we ſhall repreſent human nature at 
firſt, to the keen appetite of our reader, in that more 
plain and ſimple manner in which it is found in the 
country; and ſhall hereafter haſh and ragoo it with all 
the high French and Italian ſeaſoning of affectation and 
vice which courts and cities afford. By theſe means, we 
doubt not but our reader may be rendered defirous to 
read on for ever, as the great perſon, juſt above- men- 
tioned, is ſuppoſed to have made ſome perſons, eat. 

Having premiſed thus much, we will now detain thoſe 
who like our bill of fare no longer from their diet, and 
ſhall proceed directly to ferve up the firſt * hoy our 
hiltory tor their entertainment. 


A 2 CHAP. 


ny gifts; while Fortune had only one gift in her power; 
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A ſhort deſeription of Squire Allworthy, and a fuller account 
of Mifs Bridget Allworthy his fifter. 


1 N that part of the weſtern diviſion of this knigdom, 
which is commonly called Somerſetſhire, there late- 
ly lived (and perhaps, lives ſtill) a gentleman whofe name 
was Allworthy, and who might well be called the fa- 
vourite of both Nature and Fortune; for both of theſe 
ſeem to have contended whigh ſhould blefs and enrieh 
him moſt. In this contention, Nature may ſeem to ſome 
to have come off victorious, as ſhe beſtowed on him ma- 


but in pouring forth this, ſhe was ſo very protuſe, that 
others, perhaps, may think this ſingle endowment to 
have been more than equivalent to all the various bleſ. 
ſings which he enjoyed from nature. From the former 
of theſe, he derived an agreeable perfon, a found conſti- 
tution, a folid underſtanding, and a benevolent heart; 
by the latter, he was decreed to the inheritance of one 
of the largeſt eftates in the county. 

This gentleman had, in his youth, married a very we- 
thy and beautiful woman, of whom he had been ex- 
tremely fond: by her he had three children, all of whom 
died in their infancy. He had likewiſe had the misfor- 
tune of burying this beloved wife herſelf, about five years 
before the time in which this hiſtory chuſes to ſet out. 
This loſs, however great, he bore like a man of ſenſe and 
conſtancy; though, it muſt be confeſſed, he would often 
talk a little whimſically on this head; for he ſometimes 
 faid, he looked on himſelf as ſtill married, and conſider- 
ed his wife as only gone a little before him a journey 
which he ſhould molt certainly, ſooner or later, take 
after her; and that he had not the leaſt doubt of meet- 
ing her again, in a place where he ſhould never part 
with her more. Sentiments for which his fenſe was ar- 
raigned by, one part of his neighbours, his religion by 
a ſecond, and his ſincerity by a third. 4 
„ : 2e 
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He now lived, for the moſt part, retired in the coun- 
try, with one ſiſter, for whom he had a very tender 
affection. This lady was now ſomewhat palt the age 
of thirty, an æra at which, in the opinion of the mali- 
cious, the title of Old Maid may, with no impropriety, 
be aſſumed. She was of that ſpecies of women whom 
you commend rather for good qualities than beauty, and 
are generally called by their own ſex, very good fort of 
women—as good a fort of woman, Madam, as you would 
wiſh to know. Indeed the was ſo far from regreting 
want of beauty, that ſhe never mentioned that perfection 
(if it can be called one) without contempt; and would 
often thank God ſhe was not as handſome as Mitis ſuch a 
one, whom perhaps beauty had led into errors which the 
might otherwiſe have avoided. Miſs Bridget Allworthy 
(for that was the name of this lady) very rightly con- 
ceived the charms of perſon in a woman to be no better 
than ſnares for herſelf, as well as for others; and yet fo 
diſcreet was ſhe in her conduct, that her prudence was as 
much on the guard, as if the had all the ſnares to appre- 
hend which were ever laid for her whole ſex. Indeed, I 
have obſerved (though it may ſeem unaccountable to the 
reader) that this guard of prudence, like the trained 
bands, is always readieſt to go on duty where there is the 
leaſt danger. It often baſely and cowardiy deſerts thoſe 
paragons for whom the men are all wiſhing, ſighing, dying. 
and ſpreading every net in their power; and conſtautly 
attends at the heels of that higher order of women, for 
whom the other ſex have a more diſtant and awful reſpect, 
and whom (from deſpair, | ſuppoſe, of ſucceſs) they never 
venture to attack. 1 | 
Reader I think proper, before we proceed any farther 
together, to acquaint thee, that I intend to digreſs thro” 
this whole hiſtory, as often at I ſee occaſion; of which I 
am myſelf a better judye than any pitiful critic whatever, 
And here I muſt deſire all thoſe critics to mind their own 
buſineſs and not to intermeddle with affairs, or works, 
which no ways concern them: for till they produce the 


authortity by which they are conſtituted judges, I ſha 
not plead to yi 
| AZ 


CHAP. 
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An odd accident which befel Mr Allavorthy at his return h:me, 
The decent behaviour of Mrs Deborah TI with /ome 
proper animadverſions on baſtards. 


1 H AVE told my reader, in the preceding chapter, 
| Mr Allworthy inherited a Jarge fortune; that he had 
| good heart, and no family. Hence, doubtleſs, it will 
be concluded by many, that he lived like an honeſt man, 
owed no one a ſhilling, took nothing but what was his 
own, kept a good houſe, entertained his neighbours with 
a hearty welcome at his table and was charitable to the 
poor z- e to thoſe who had rather beg than work, by 
giving them the offals from it; that he died immenſely 
Tich, and built an hoſpital. 

And true it is, that he did many of theſe things; but 
had he done nothing more, I thould have left him to 
have recorded his own merit on ſome fair free-ftone over 
the door of that hoſpital. Matters of a much more extra- 
ordinary kind are to be the ſubject of this hiſtory, or 1 
thould groſsly miſpend my time in writing ſo voluminous 
a work; and you, my ſagacious friend, might with equal 

profit and pleaſure, travel through ſome pages, which cer- 
tain droll authors have been facetiouſly pleaſed to call 
The Hiſlory of England. 

Mr Allworthy — been abſent a full quarter of a year 
in London, on ſome very particular butineſs, though 1 
know not what it was; but judge of its importance, by 
its having detained him fo long from home, whence he 
Had not been 2bſent a month at a time, during the ſpace 
of many years. He came to his houle very late in the 
evening, and, after a ſhort ſupper with his filter, retired 
much atigued to his chamber. tiere, having ſpent ſome 
minutes on his knees, a cuſtom which he never broke 
through on any account, he was preparing to ſtep into 
bed, when, upon opening the clothes, to his great ſur- 
| priſe, he beheld an infant, wrapt up in {ome coarlc linen, 
in a 8 and profound 1 9 his ſhects. He 


n : ſtood 
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food ſome time loſt in akoniſhment at this ſight; but, as 
good-nature had always the aſcendant in his mind, he 
ſoon began to be touched with ſentiments of compaſſion. 

me. for the little wretch before him. He then rang his bell, 

one and ordered an elderly-woman ſervant to riſe immediately 

and come to him; and, in the mean time, was fo eager in 

contemplating the beauty of innocence, appearing in thoſe 
er, lively colours with which infancy and fleep always diſplay 
dad it, that his thoughts were too much engaged to reflect 
will that he was in his ſhirt, when the matron came in. She 
an, had indeed given her maſter ſufficient time to dreſs him- 
his ſelf; for out of reſpect to him, and regard to decency, 
ith ſhe had ſpent many minutes in adjuſting her hair at the 
he looking glaſs, notwithſtanding all the hurry in which ſhe 
by had been ſummoned by the ſervant, and though her ma- 


ely ſter, for aught ſhe knew, lay expiring in an apoplexy, or 


in ſome other fit. | 
ut It will not be wondered at, that a creature, who had 
to ſo ſtrict a regard to decency in her own perſon, ſhould 


ver be ſhocked at the leaſt deviation from it in an other. She *© 


ra- therefore no ſooner opened the door, and ſaw her maſter 
rl ſtanding by the bed fide in his ſhirt, with a candle in his 
us hand, than ſhe ſtarted back in a moſt terrible tright, and 
zal might perhaps have ſwooned away, had he not now re- 
er- collected his being undreſt, and put an end to her terrors, 
all by deſiring her to ſtay without the door, till he had 

thrown ſome clothes over his back, and was become ins 
ar capable of ſhocking the pure eyes of Mrs Deborah Wil- 
1 kins, who, though in the fifty-ſecond year of her age, 


by vowed the had never beheld a man without his coat. 
he Sneerers' and profane wits may perhaps laugh at her 
ce firſt tright, yet my graver reader, when he conſiders 
he the time of night, the ſummons from her bed, and the 
ed ſituation in which the found her maſter, will highly juſtity 
ae and applaud her conduct; unlels the prudence, which 
e muſt be ſuppoſed to attend maidens at that period of life 


to at which Mrs Deborah had arrived, ſhould a little leſſen 
his admiration; 

When Mrs Deborah returned into the room, and. wag 
acquainted by her maſter with the finding the op * 
- Rs, © t. 
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fant, her conſternation was rather greater than his had 
been; nor could ſhe refrain from crying out, with great 
horror of accent as well as look, * My good Sir! what's 
to be done? Mr Allworthy anſwered, ſhe muſt take 
care of the child that evening, and in the morning he 
would give ordes to provide it a nurſe. Yes, Sir, ſays 
me, and I hope your Worſhip will ſend out your warrant 
to take up the huſly its mother, (for ſhe muſt be one of 
the ei and I ſhould be glad to fee her com- 
mitted to Bridewell, and whipt at the cart's tail. In- 
deed ſuch wicked fluts cannot be too ſeverely puniſhed, 
Pll warrant 'tis not her firſt, by her impudence in laying 
it to your Worſhip. In laying it to me; Deborah, 
anſwered Allworthy, I can't think ſhe hath any ſuch 
defign. I ſuppoſe ſhe hath only taken this method to 
provide for ber child; and truly I am glad ſhe hath not 
done worſe, I don't knaw what is worſe, cries Deborah, 
than for ſuch wicked trumpets to lay their ſin at honeſt 
men's doors; and though your Worſhip knows your 
own innocence, yet the world is cenſorious; and it hath 
been many an honeſt man's hap to paſs for the father of 
children he never begot; and if your Worſhip ſhould 
provide for the child, it may make the people the apter 
to believe; beſides, why ſhould your Worſhip provide 
for what the pariſh is obliged to maintain? For wy own 
part, if it was an honeſt man's child indeed ; but for 
my own part, it goes againſt me to touch theſe miſ- 
begotten wretches, whom I don't look upon as my 
fellow-creatures. Faugh, how it ſtinks! It doth not 
ſmell like a Chriſtian; If I might be ſo bold to give my 
advice, would have it put in a baſket, and ſent out and 
laid at the church warden's door. It is a good, night, 
only a little rainy and windy; and if it was well 


one but it lives till it is found in the morning. But 
if it ſhould not, we have diſcharged our duty in taki 

proper care of it, and it is, perhaps better for fuck 
creatures to die in a ſtate of innocence, than to grow up 
and imitate their mothers; for nothing better can be 
expected of them: | — 


There 
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wrapt up, and put in a warm baſket, it is two to 
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had There was ſome ſtrokes in this ſpeech which perhaps, 
eat would have offended Mr Allworthy, had he ſtrictly at- 
at's W tended to it: but he had now got one of his fingers into 
ake the infants band, which, by its gentle preflure, ſeeming 
he to implore his affiſtance, had certainly out pleaded the 
ays eloquence of Mrs Deborah, had it been ten times greater 
ant than it was. He now gave Mrs Deborah pofirive or- 
of ders to take the child to her own bed, and to call up 2 
m- maid- ſervant to provide it pap, and other things againſt 
In- it waked. He lik-wiſe ordered that proper clothes ſhould 
ed, be procured for it early in the morning, and that 
ing Wit ſhould be brought to himſelf as foon as he was ſtir» 
ah ring. 
ch duch was the diſcernment of Mrs Wilkins, and ſuch 
to the reſpect ſhe boxe her maſter, under whom ſhe enjoyed 
10t Wa moſt excellent place, that her ſcruples gave way to his 
äh, ¶ peremptory commands; and the took the child under her 


eſt Warms, without any apparent diſguſt at the illegality of its 
xr birth; and declaring it was a fweet little infant, walked - 
th Poff with it to her own chamber, 

of Allworthy here betook himſelf to thoſe pleaſing ſlum- 


bers which a heart that hungers after goodneſs is apt to 
enjoy when thoroughly fatisfied, as theſe are poſſibly 
ſweeter than what are occaſioned by any other hearty 
meal, I ſhould take more pains to diſplay them to the 
reader, if I knew any air to recommend him to for the 
procuring ſuch an appetite. 


r 


The reader's neck brought into danger by a deſcription ; his 
2 and the great condeſcenſion of Miſs Bridget All. 
, Worlby. | | 


HE Gothic ſtyle of building could produce 
nothing nobler than Mr Allwortby's houſe. 
Ther# was an air of grandeur in it tbat ſtruck you 
mith awe, and rivalled the beauties of the beſt Grecian 
architecture; and it was as commodious within, as vene- 
able without. | | 


& 
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It ftood on the ſouth-eaſt fide of a hill, but nearer 
the bottom than the top of it, ſo as to be ſheltered from 
the-north-eaſt by a grove of old oaks, which roſe above 
it in a gradual aſcent of near half a mile, and yet high 
enough to enjoy a moſt charming proſpect of the valley 
beneath. | 

In the midſt of the grove was a fine lawn, ſloping 
down towards the houſe, near the ſummit of which rote 
a plentiful ſpring, guſhing out of a rock covered with 
firs, and forming a conſtant caſcade of about thirty feet; 
not carried down a regular flight of ſteps, but tumbling 
in a natural fall over the broken and molly ſtones, till 
it came to the bottom of the rcck; then running off in a 
pebbly channel, that with many lefler falls winded along, 
till it fell in a lake at the foot of the hill, about a quarter 
of a mile below the houſe on the ſouth-ſide, and which 
was ſeen from every room in the front, Out of this lake, 
which filled the centre of a beautiful plain, embelliſhed 
- with groupes of beeches and elms and fed with ſheep, 
iſſued a river, that, for ſeveral miles, was ſeen to me- 
ander through an amazing variety of meadows and 
woods, till it emptied itielf into the ſea; with a large 
arm of which, and an iſland beyond it, the proſpect was 
cloſed, 

On the right of this valley opened another of lefs ex · 
tent, adorned with ſeveral villages, and terminated by 
one of the towers of an old ruined abbey, grown over 
with ivy, and part of the front, which remained (till en- 
tire. | 

The left-hand ſcene preſented the view of a very fine 
park, compoſed of very unequal ground, and agreeably 
varied with all the diverſity that hills, lawns, wood and 
water, laid out with admirable taſte, but owing leſs to art 
than to nature, could give Beyond this the country gra- 
dually roſe into a ridge of wild mountains, the tops of 
which were above the clouds. - | 

lt was now the middle of May, and the morning was 

remarkably ſerene, when Mr Allworthy walked forth on 

the terrace, where the dawn opened every minute that 

lovely proſpect we have before deſcribed to his eye. Aud 

* now 
*: 
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now having ſent forth ſtreams of light, which aſcended 
the blue firmament before him, as barbingers preceding 
his pomp, in the full blaze of his majeſty up roſe the 
ſun; than which one object alone in this lower creation 
could be more glorious, and that Mr Allworthy himſelf 
preſented; a human being replete with beaevolence, me- 
ditating in what manner he might render himſelf moſt 
acceptable to his Creator, by doing moſt good to his 
Creatures. | 

Reader, take care: I have unadviſedly led thee to 
the top of as high a hill as Mr Allworthy's, and 
how to get thee down without breaking thy neck, I 
do not well know. However, let us e'en venture 
to ſlide down together; for Miſs Bridget rings 
her bell, and Mr Allworthy is ſummoned to breakfait, 
where I mult attend, and, if you pleaſe, ſhall be glad of 
your company. 

The utual compliments having paſt between Mr All» 
worthy and Mis Bridget, and the tea being poured out, 
he ſummoned Mrs Wilkins, and told his filter he had a 
preſent for her; for which ſhe thanked him, imagining 
I ſuppole, it had been a gown, or ſome ornament for her 
perſon. Indeed, he very often made her ſuch preſents 
and the, in complacence to him, ſpent much time in - 
dorning herſelf? I fay, complacence to him becauſe ſhe 
always expreſſed the greateſt contempt for dreſs and for 
thoſe ladies who made it their ſtudy. 

But if ſuch was her expectation, how was ſhe diſap- 
pointed, when Mrs Wilkins, according to the order ſhe 
had received from her maſter produced the little infant! 
Great ſurpriſes, as hath been obſerved, are apt to be fi. 
lent: and ſo was Miſs Bridget, till her brother began, 
and told her the whole ſtory, which, as the reader knows 
it already, we ſhall not repeat. 

Miſs Bridget had always exprefled ſo great a regard 
for what the ladies are pleaſed to call virtue, and had 
herſelf maintained ſuch a ſeverity of character, that it 
was expected, eſpecially by Wilkins, that ſhe would 
have vented much bitternſs on this occaſion, would 


have voted for ſending the child, as a kind of noxious 


animal, 
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animal, immediately out of the houfe; but, on the con- 
trary, ſhe rather took the g-0d-natured fide of the queſ- 
tion, intimated ſome compaſſion for the helpleſs little 
creature, and commended her brother's charity in what 
he had done. | 

Perhaps the reader may account for this behaviour 
from her condeſcenſion to Mr Allworthy, when we have 
informed him, that the good man had ended his narra- 
tive with owning a reſolution to take care of the child, 
and to breed him up as his own; for, to acknowledge 
the truth, ſhe was always ready to oblige her brother, 


Co: 


and very ſeldom, if ever, contradicted his ſentiments ; Wi 


the would indeed ſometimes make a few obſervations, 


as, that men were headſtrong, and mult have their own | 


way, and would wiſh ſhe had been bleſt with an inde- 
pendent fortune: but theſe were always vented in a low 
voice, and, at the moſt, amounted only to what is called 
muttering. £ 

However, what ſhe with-held from the infant, ſhe be- 
ſtowed with the utmoſt profuſeneſs on the poor unknowu 
mother, whom ſhe called an impudent ſlut, a wanton 
huily, an audacions harlot, a wicked jade, a vile ſtrum- 
pet with every other appellation with which the tongue 
of virtue never fails to laſh thoſe who bring a diſgrace on 
the ſex. | 

A conſultation was now entered into, how to proceed 
in order to diſcover the mother. A ſcrutiny was firit 


made into the characters of the female ſervants of the 


houſe who were all acquitted by Mrs Wilkins, and with 
apparent merit; or ſhe had collected them herfelf; and 
perhaps it would be difficult to find ſuch another ſet of 
{carecrows. 

The next ſtep was to examine among the inhabitants of 
the pariſh; and this was referred to Mrs Wilkins, who 
was to inquire with all imaginable diligence, and to 
make her report in the afternoon. | 

Matters being thus ſettled, Mr Allworthy withdrew 
to his ſtudy as was his cuſtom, and left the child to his 
fſter, who, at his deſire, had undertakea the care of it. 


C H AFP 


bap. 5. P OUND DING. 13 


el. 060-4 © 


hat N Containing a few common matters, with a very uncommon 
ebſervation upon them. 


W HEN her maſter was departed, Mrs Deborah 
'V ſtood filent, expecting her cue from M.fs Bridget 


ld, Wor as to what had paſſed before her maſter, the prudenc 
ige Inouſekeeper by no means relied upon it, as the had often 
er, known the ſentiments of the lady, in her brother's ab- 


ts; Wlrnce, to differ greatly from thoſe which the had expreſ- 
ns, Iſed in his preſence. Miſs Bridget did not, however, 
wn Wutfer her to continue long in this doubtful ſituation; for 
le- having looked ſometime earneſtly at the child, as it lay 
ow Waſlcep in the lap of Mrs Deborah, the good lady could 
led not forbear giving it a hearty kiſs, at the ſame time de- 
claring herſelf wonderfully pleaſed with irs beauty and 
be · Finnocence. Mrs Deborah no ſooner obſerved this, than 
wu Wthe fell to ſqueezing and kiſſing, with as great raptures 
ton Was ſometimes inſpire the ſage dame of forty and five to- 
m- Wwards a youthful and vigorous bride-grvom, crying out 
zue Win a ſhrill voice, O the dear little creature, the dear, 
on Wſweet, pretty creature! Well, I vow it is as fine a boy as 
ver was ſeen!” T 
ed Theſe exclamations continued, till they were inter- 
irſt Wrupted by the lady, who now procceded to execute the 
commiſſion given her by her brother, and gave orders 
ith tor providing all neceſſaries for the child, appointing a 
nd very good room in the houſe for his nurſery, Her or- 
of ers were indeed fo liberal, that, had it been a child of 
her own, ſhe could not have exceeded them; but, leaſt 
s of Wthe virtuous reader may condemn her for ſhewing too 
ho great regard to a baſe born infant, to which all charity 
to Wis condemned by law as irreligious, we think proper to 
obſerve, that ſhe concluded the whole with ſaying, Since 
ew Wit was her brother's whim to adopt the little brat, ſhe ſu 
> Wpojcd little maſter muſt be treated with great tenderneſs; 
fit. er her part, ſhe could not help thinking it was an en- 
couragement to vice; but that ſhe knew too much of the 
Vor. I. B obſti 
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obſtinacy of mankind to oppoſe any of their ridiculous 
humours, 

With reflections of this nature ſhe uſually, as has been 
hinted, accompanied every act of compliance with her bro- 
ther's inclinations; and ſurely nothing could more contri» 
bute to heighten the merit of this compliance, than a de- 
ciaration that ſhe knew, at the ſame time, the folly and 
unſeaſonableneſs of thoſe inclinations to which ſhe ſub- 
mitted. Tacit obedience implies no force upon the will, 
and conſequently, may be eaſily, and without any pains, 
preſerved; but when awife, achild, a relation, or a friend, 
performs what we deſire, with grumbling and relutance, 
with expreſſions of diſlike and diſſatisfaction, the mani- 
ſeſt difficulty which they undergo, muſt greatly enhance 
.the obligation, 

As this is one of thoſe deep obſervations which-very few 
readers can be ſuppoſed capable of making themſelves, I 
have thought proper to lend them my aſſiſtance; but 
this is a favour rarely to be expected in the courſe of my 
work. Indeed, 1 ſhall ſeldom or never ſo indulge him, 
unleſs in ſuch inkavces as this, where nothing but the 
inſpiration with which we writers are gifted, can poſſibly 
enable any one to make the diſcoyery. 


00 08-0 VI. 


Mrs Deborah is intreduced into the pariſh with a ſimiles ' A 
ſhort account of Jenny Jones 1vith the di Heullies and dif- 
couragements which may attend young women in the purſuit 
on —_— 


Rs Deborah, having diſpoſed of the child accord- 

ing to the will of her maſter, now prepared to 
vifit thoſe habitations which were luppoſed to conceal 
its mother. 

Not otherwiſe than when a kite, tremendous bird! 
is beheld by the feathered generation ſoaring aloft and 
Hovering over their heads; the amorous dove, and every 
innocent little bird, ſpread wide the alarm, and fly trem- 


2 to their hiding * He * N the 


air, 
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air, conſcious of his dignity, and meditates intended 
miſchief. 

So when the opproach of Mrs Deborah Was proclaimed 
through the ſtreet, all the inhabitants ran trembling into 
their houſes, each matron dreading leaſt the viſit thould 
fall to her lot. She, with ſtately ſteps, proudly ad vances 
over the field, aloft ſhe bears her towering head, filled 
with conceit of her own pre-eminence, and ſchemes to 
effect her intended diſcovery. 

The ſagacious reader will not, from this ſimile, ima- 
gine theſe poor people had any apprehention of the 
deſign with which Mrs Wilkins was now coming to- 
wards them; but as the great beauty of the fimile 
may polſibly fleep theſe hundred years till tome 'fu- 
ture commentator (hall take this work in hand, | 
think proper to lend the reader a little aſliſtance in this 
place. 

It is my intention therefore to ſignify, that, as it is the 
nature of a kite to devour little birds, fo is it the nature 
of ſuch perſons as Mrs Wilkins to infult and tyrannize 
over little people. This being indeed the means which they 
ule to recompenſe to themſelves their extremeſervility and 
condeſcenſion to their ſuperiors; for nothing can be more 
reaſonable than that ſlaves and flatterers ſhould exact the 
ſame taxes on all below them, which they themſel ves pay 
to all above them, 

Whenever Mrs Deborah had occaſion to exert any ex- 
traordinary condeſcenfion to Mrs Bridget, and by thats 
means had a little ſoured her natural ditpolition, it was us 
ſual with her to walk forth among theſe people, in order 
to refine her temper, by venting, and, as it were, purging 
off all humors; on which account the was by no means 
a welcome vilirant: to ſay the truth, the was ma 52 
dreaded and hated by them all. 

On her arrival in this piace, the went immediately to- 
the habiration of an elderly matron to whom, as this 
matron had the good fortune to refemble herſelf in the 
comehmets of her perſon, as well as in her age, the had 
generally been more favourable than to any of the reit. 
To this woman the ws what had-Sapyencd, and 

ths. 
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the deſign upon which ſhe was come thither that morn. 
ing. Theſe two began preſently to ſcrutinize the cha- 


thoſe houſes, and at laſt fixed their ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion on 
one Jenny Jones who, they both agreed, was the likelieſt 
perion to have commited this fact. | 

This Jenny Jones was no very comely girl, either in 
her face or perſon: but Nature had ſomewhat compenſa- 
ted the want of beauty, with what is generally more e- 
iteemed by thoſe ladies whoſe judgment is arrived at years 
of perfect maturity; for ſhe had given her a very uncom- 
mon thare of underſtanding. Lhis gift Jenny had a good 
deal improved by erudition. She had lived ſeveral years 


quickneſs of parts in the girl, and an extraordinary deſire 
of learning, (for every leiſure hour ſhe was always found 
reading in the books of the ſcholars,) had the good na- 
ture, or folly (juſt as the reader pleaſes to call it) to in- 
ſtruct her ſo far, that ſhe obtained a competent ſkill in 

the Latin language, and was perhaps as good a ſcholar 


advantage, however, like moſt others of an extraordinary 
kind, was attended with ſome ſmall inconveniences: for 
as it is not to be wondered at, that a young woman ſo wel] 
accompliſhed, thould have little reliſh for the ſociety of 
thoſe whom fortune had made her equals, but whom 
education had rendered ſo much ber interiors; fo is it 
matter of no greater aſtoniſhment, that this ſuperiority in 
Jenny, together with that behaviour which is its certain 
conſequence, ſhould produce among the reſt ſome little 
envy and ill- will towards her; and theſe had, perhaps, ſe- 
cretly burnt in the boſoms of her neighbours ever ſince 
her return from her ſervice. . 

Their envy did not, however, diſplay itſelf openly 
till poor Jenny, to the ſurpriſe of every body, and to the 
vexation of all the young women in theſe parts, had 
pubiicly ſhone forth on a Sunday in a new ſilk gown, 
with a laced cap, and other appendages to theſe. 

The flame, which had before lain in embryo, now 
burſt forth. Jenny had, by her learning, increaſed her 


own 


racters of the ſeveral young girls who lived in any of 


a ſervant with a ſchoolmaſter, who diſcovering a great. 


as moſt of the young men of quality of the age. This | 
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own pride, which none of her neighbours were kind e- 
nough to feed with the honour ſhe ſeemed to demand; 
and now, inſtead of reſpect and adoration, the gained no- 
thing but hatred and abuſe by her finery. The whole 
parith declared ihe could not come honeitly by ſuch 
things; and parents, inſtead of withing their daughters 
the lame, ſelicitated themtcives that their children had 
them not. 

Hence, perhaps, it was, that the good women firſt men- 
tioned the name of this poor girl to Mrs Wilkins; but 
there was another circumſtance that confirmed the latter 
in her ſuſpicion: for Jenny had lately been often at Me 
Allworthy's houſe. She had officiated as nurſe to Mils 
Bridget in a violent fit of illneis, and had fat up many 
nights with that lady; beſides which, the had beca feen 
there the very day before Mr Allworthy's return, by Mrs 
Wilkins herſelf, though that fagacious perton had not 
at lirſt conceived any ſuſpicion of her on that accounts 
for, as ſhe hertelt ſaid, She had always eſteemed Jenny as 
a very tober girl (though indeed the kaew very little ob 
her,) and had rather ſuſpected tome of thoſe wanton» 
trollops, who gave themiclves airs, becauic, fortooth,, 
they thought themſelves handiome. 

Jenny was now fummoned to appear in perſon before 
Mrs Deborah, which the immediately did. When Mrs 
Deborah, putting on the gravity of a judge, with ſome- 
what more than his auſterity, began an oration with the 
words, You audacious ſtrumpet, in which the pros 
ceeded rather to pals ientence on the priſoner than te 
accuſe her. n | 

Though Mrs Deborah was fully ſatisfied of the gwle 
of Jenny, from the reaſons above thewn, it is poſlible Mr 
Allworthy might have required ſome ſtronger evidence 
to have convicted her; but the ſaved ber accuiers any tuck. - 
trouble, by freely confefling the whole fact with which 
the was charged. | 

Phis confeilion, though delivered. rather in terms of 
contrition, as it appeared, did not at all mollify Mrs De- 
borah, who uo pronounced a ſecond judgment againſt 
her in more opprobrivus 12 than before; nor has. 

| 3 is. 
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it any better ſucceſs with the by-ſtanders, who were now 
grown very numerous. Many of them cried out, $ They 
thought what Madam's filk gown would end in;“ others 
ſpoke ſarcaſtically of her learning. Not a ſingle female 
was preſent, but found ſome means of expreſſing her ab- 
' horrence of poor Jenny; who bore all very patiently, 
except the malice of one woman, who reflected upon her 
perſon, and, toſſing up her noſe, ſaid, The man mutt } 
have a good ſtomach; who would give filk gowns for ſuch |} 
ſort of trumpery.” Jenny replied to this, with a bitter- 
neſ which might have ſurpriſed a judicious perſon, who 
had oblerved the tranquillity with which ſhe bore all the 
affronts to her-cbaſtity; but her patience was perhaps 
tired out; for this is a virtue which is very apt to be ta- 
tigued by exerciſe. 

Mrs Deborah having ſucceeded beyond her bopes in | 
her i inquiry, returned with much triumph, and at the 
oppointed hour made a faithful report to Mr. Allwor- 
thy, who was much ſurpriſed at the relation; for he had 
heard of the extraordinary parts and improvements ot this 
girl, whom he intended to have given in marriage, toge- 
ther with a ſmall living, to a neighbouring curate His 
concern therefore, on this occaſion, was at leaſt equal to 
the ſatis faction which appeared in Mrs Deborah, and to 
many readers may ſeem much more reaſonable. _ 

Mrs Bridget blefled herſelf, and ſaid, “For her part, 
ſhe ſhould never hereafter entertain a good opinion of a- 
ny woman,” For Jenny before this had the happineſs 
of being much in her good graces alſo. 

The prudent houſekeeper was again diſpatched to 
bring the unhappy culprit before Mr Allworthy, in order, 
not, as it was hoped by ſome, and expected by all, to be 
ſent to the houſe of correction; but to receive N 
ſome admonition and reproof, which thoſe who reliſh 
that kind of inſtructive writing may peruſe in the next 
E os 
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Containing ſuch grave matter, that the reader connot laugh once 
through: the whole chapter, "unleſs peradventure he ſhould 
laugh at the author. 


W HEN Jenny appeared, Mr Allworthy took her 
into his ſtudy, and ſpoke to her as follows: 

© You know, child, it is in my power, as a magiſtrate, 
to puniſh you very rigorouſly for what you have done; 
and you will, perhaps, be more apt to fear I ihould exe- 
cute that power, becauſe you have, in a manner, laid 
your ſins at my door. 

But perhaps this is one reaſon which hath determine 
ed me to act in a milder manner with you; for as no 
private reſentment ſhould ever influence a magittrate, 
I will be ſo far from conſidering your having depolited 
the infant in my houſe, as an aggravation of your of- 
fence, that I will ſuppoſe, in your favour, this to have 
proceeded from a natural affection to your child; fince 
you might have ſome hopes io ſee it thus better pro- 
vided for than was in the power of yourſelt, or its wice 
ked father, to provide for it. I ſhould indeed have been 
highly offcaded with you, had you expoſed the little 
wretch in the manner of ſome inhuman mothers, who 
ſeem no leſs to have abandoned their humanity, than to 
have parted with their chaſtity. It is the other part of 
your offence, therefore, upon which I intend to admo- 
nith you, I mean the violation of your chaſtity : a crime, 
however lightly it may be treated by debauched perſons, 
very heinous in itſelf, and very dreadtul in its conſe- 
quences. | 

The heinous nature of this offence mult be ſuilicient- 
ly apparent to every Chriltian, inaimuch as it is com- 
mitted in defiance of the laws of our religion, and of 
the expreſs commands of him who founded that reli» 
gion. | | f | 
And here its conſequences may well be argued to be 
dreadful; for what can be more fo, than to incur the di- 
e ving 


20 The HISTORY ofa Book [ 
vine diſpleaſure, by the breach of divine commands; and 
that in an inſtance againſt which the higheſt vengeance 
is ſpecifically denounced ? 


But theſe things, though too little, I am afraid, re- 


garded, are fo plain, that mankind, however they may 
want to be reminded, can never need information on this 


head. A hint, therefore, to awaken your ſenſe of this | 


matter, thall ſuffice; for I would inſpire you with re- 
pentance, and not driveycu to deſperation. 

There are other conſequences, not indeed fo dread. 
fu', or replete with horror, as this, and yet ſuch as, 
if attentively conftdered, muſt, one would think, de- 
ter all of your ſex, at leaſt, from the commiſſion of this 
crime | | 

For by it you are rendered infamous, and driven, 
like lepers of old, out of ſociety; and leaſt from the ſo- 
city of all but wicked and reprobate perſons; for no o- 
thers will aſſociate with you. 

It you have fortunes, you are hereby rendered inca- 
pable of enjoying them; if you have none, you are 
difabled from acquiring any, nay almoſt of procuring 
your ſuſtenance; for no perſons of character will re- 
ceive you into their houſes. Thus you are often dri- 
ven by neceſlity itſelf in a ſtate of ſhame and miſery, 
which unavoidably ends in the deftruftion of both body 
and foul. | 

Can any pleaſure compenſate theſe evils? Can any 
temptation have ſophiſtry and delufion ſtrong enough 


to perſuade you to fo ſimple a bargain ? Or can any car- 


nal appetite ſo over-power your reaſon, or ſo totally lay 
it aſleep, as to prevent your flying with affright and ter- 
ror from a crime which carries ſuch punithment always 
with it? | 
How baſe and mean muſt that woman be, how void 
of that dignity of mind, and decent pride, without 
which we are not worthy the name of human creatures 
who can bear to level herſelf with the loweit animal, 
and to ſacrifice all that is great and noble in her, all 
her heavenly part, to an appetite which the hath in 
common with the vilek branch of the ereation i For no 
' ' Woman 
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woman ſure will plead the paſſion of love ſor an excuſe. 
This would be to own herſelf the mere tool and bubble 
of the man. Love, however barbarouſly we may cor» 
rupt and pervert its meaning, as it is a laudable, is a ra- 
tional paſſion, and can never be violent, but when reci- 
procal; for though the Scripture bids us love our ene- 
mies, it mears not with that fervent love which we na- 
turally bear towards our friends; much leſs that we 
ſhould ſacrifice to them our lives, and, what ought to 
be dearer to us, our innocence. Now in what light, but 
that of an enemy, can. a reaſonable woman regard the 
man who ſolicits her to entail on herſelf all the miſery 
I have deſcribed to you, and who would purchale to 
himſelf a ſhort, trivial, contemptible pleaſure, ſo greatly 
at her expence? For by the laws of cuſtom, the whole 
ſhame, with all its dreadful*conſequences, falls entirely 
upon her. Can love, which always ſeeks the good of 
its object, attempt to betray a woman into a bargain where 
ſhe is ſo greatly to be the loſer? If ſuch a corrupter, 
therefore, ſhould have the impudence to pretend a real 
affection for her, ought not the woman to regard him, 
not only as an enemy, but as the worſt of all enemies; a 
falſe, deſigning, treacherous, pretended friend, who in- 
tends not only to debauch her body, but her underſtand- 
ing at the ſame time ?” f 
Here Jenny expreſſing great concern, Allworthy pau- 
ſed a moment, and then proceeded; *© I have talked 
thus to you, child, not to inſult you for what is paſt and 
Irrevocable, but to caution and ſtrengthen you for the 
future: nor ſhould I have taken this trouble, but from 
ſome opinion of your good ſenſe, notwithſtanding the 
dreadful flip you have made; and from ſome hopes of 
your hearty repentance, which are founded on the open- 
neſs and ſincerity of your confeſſion If theſe do not 
deceive me, I will take care to convey you from this 
ſcene of your thame, where you ſhall, by being unknown, 
avoid the puniſhment which, as I have ſaid, is allotted 
to your crime in this world; and I hope, by repentance, 
you will avoid the much heavicr ſentence denounced 
againſt it in the other. Be a good girl the reſt of your 
days, 


a . The HIS TOR Y . Book! 


days, and want ſhall be no motive to your going aſtray: 
an i believe me, there is more pleaſure, even in this world, 
in an innecent and virtuous life, than in one debauched 
and vicious. 

As to your child, let no thoughts concerning it moleſt 
you, | will provide for it in a better manner than you can 
ever hope And now nothing remains, but that you in- 
torm me who was the wicked man that feduced you for 
my anger againſt him will be much greater than you have 
experienced on this occaſion.” 

Jenny now lifted up her eyes from the ground, 
and with a modeſt look, and decent voice, thus be- 
gan: 

© To know, you, Sir, and not love your goodneſs, 
would be an argument of total want of ſenie or goodneſs 
in any one. In me it would amount to the higheſt ingra- 
titude, not to feel, in the moſt ſenſible manner, the 
great degree of goodneſs you have been pleaſed to exert 


I know you will ſpare my bluſhes the repetition. My 
future conduct will much better declare my ſentiments, 
than any profeſſions I can now make. I beg leave 
to aſſure you, Sir, that I take your advice much kind» 
er than your generous offer with which you concluded 
it. 

For, as you are pleaſed to ſay, Sir, it is an inſtance 
of your opinion of my underſtanding.“— Here her 
tears flowing apace, the ſtopped a few moments and then 
proceeved thus: “Indeed, Sir, your kindneſs overcomes 
me; but I will endeavour to deſerve this good opinion: 
for if I have the nr derſtagding you are fo kindly pleas 
ſed to allow me, fuch advice cannot be thrown away 
upon me. I thank you, Sir, heartily, for your intended 
kindnefs to my poor helpleſs child: he is innocent, and, 
J hope, will live to be grateful for all the favours you 
Mall hew bim. But now, Sir, I muſt on my knees 
intreat you, not to perſiſt in aſking: me to declare the 
father of my infant. I promiſe you! faithfully, you 
ſhall one day know; but 1 am under the moſt tolemn 
ties and enyagements of honour, as well as the maſt 

. religious 


on this oecation. As to my concern for what is paſt, 
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religious vows and prote ations, to conceat his name 
at his time. And | know you too well to think you 
wou'd Jelire I ſhould tacritice either my honour or my 
rellglon ?? » 4 

Mr Aliworthy, whom the leaſt mention of thoſe ſa- 
leſt WE - ne was (otlicient to ſtagger, heſitated a moment 
can beſore he replied, and then told her, ſhe had done 
NW wrong tf enter into fuck engagements to a villain; but 

for WF fince the had, he could not inſiſt on her breaking them. 

1aVve i He ſaid, it was not from a motive of vain curioſity he 

had inquired, but in order to puniſh the fellow; at leaſt, 

nd, WF that he wight not ignorantly confer favours on the unde- 
be · ¶ ſerving 

As to theſe points Jenny ſatified him by the moſt 
ſolemn aſſurances, that the man was entirely out of 
his reach, and was neither ſubject to his power, 
nor in any probability of becoming an object of his 
goodnels. 

The ingenuity of this behaviour had gained Jenny ſa 
much credit with this worthy man, that he eafily belie- 
ved what ſhe told him: for as ſhe had diſdained to ex- 
cuſe herſelf by a lie, and had hazarded hisfarther diſplea- 
ſure in her preſent ſituation rather than ſhe would for- 
feit her honour or integrity, by betraying another, he 
had but little apprehenſion that ſhe would be guilty of 
falſehood towards himſelf, 

He therefore diſmiſſed her, with afſurances that he 
would very ſoon remove her out of the reach of that ob- 
loquy ſhe had incurred, concluding with ſome additional 
documents, in which he recommended repentance, ſay- 
ing, © Conſider, child, there is One (til! to reconcile 
yourſelf to, whole favour is of much greater importance 
to you than mine.” | 


CHAP 
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rer. VII 


A dialogue betwwecun Meſdames Bridget and Deborah ; 


containing more amuſement, but leſs inſtruction, than the 


former, 


W HEN Mr Allworthy had retired to bis ſtudy | 
with Jenny Jones, as hath been ſcen, Mrs Bridget | 


with'the good houſekeeper, had betaken themſelves to a 
polt next adjoining to the ſaid ſtudy; whence, through 
the | conveyance of a key-hole, they ſucked in at 


their ears the inſtructive lecture delivered by Mr 


Allworthy, together with the anſwers of Jenny, and 


indeed every other particular which paſſed in the laſt | 


chapter. 


This hole in her brother's ſtudy-door was indeed as 


well known to Mrs Bridget, and had been as frequently 
applied to by her, as the famous hole in the wall was by 


Thiſbe of old. This ſerved to many good purpoſes. 


For, by ſuch means, Mrs Bridget became often acquaint- 
ed with her brother's inclinations, without giving him 


the trouble of repeating them to her. It is true, ſome | 
inconveniences attended this intercourſe, and ſhe had | 
ſometimes reaſon to cry out with Thiſbe, in hakeſpeare, 


© O wicked, wicked wall!“ for, as Mr Allworthy was a 


juſtice of peace, certain things occurred in examinations' 


concerning baſtards, and ſuch like, which are apt to give 
great offence to the chaſte ears of virgins, eſpecially when 
they approach the age of forty, as was the cafe of Mrs 
Briget. However, the had, on ſuch occaſions, the 
advantage of concealing he bluſhes from the eyes of 
men; and De non apparentibus, et non exiſlentibus, eadem eff 
ratio. In Engliſh, * When a woman is not ſeen to 
bluſh, ſhe doth not bluſh at all.” | 
Both the good women kept ſtrict ſilence during the 
whole ſcene between Mr Allwortby and the girl; but as 
ſoon as it was ended, and that gentleman out of hear- 
ing, Mrs Deborah could not help exclaming againſt the 
clemency of her maſter, and eſpecially againſt bis ſuf- 
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fering her to conceal the father of the child, which ſhe 
(wore ſhe would have out of her before the ſun ſet. 

At theſe words Mrs Bridget diſcompoſed her feature 
with a ſmile, (a thing very unuſual to her;) not that { 
would have my reader imagine, that this was one of 
thoſe wanton {miles which Homer would have you 
conceive came from Venus when he calls her the 
laughter-loving goddeſs; nor was it one of thoſe 
ſmiles which Lady eraphina ſhoots from the ſtage- box, 
and which Venus would quit her immortality to be able 
to equal. No, this was rather one of thoſe {miles which 
might be ſuppoſed to have come from the dimpled 
cheeks of the auguſt Tiſiphone, or from one of the miſſes 
her ſiſters. 

With ſuch a ſmile then, and with a voice ſweet as the 
evening breeze of Boreas in the pleaſant month of No- 
vember, Mrs Bridget gently reproved the curioſity of 
Mrs Deborah; a vice with which, its ſeems, the latter 
was too much tainted, and which the former iaveighed 
againſt with great bitterneſs; adding, that among all her 
faults, ſhe thanked Heaven, her enemies could not accule 
her of prying into the affairs of other people. 

She then proceeded to commend the honour and ſpirit 
with which Jenny had ated, She faid, ſhe could not 
help agreeivg with her brother, that there was ſome me- 
rit inthe ſincerity of her confeſſion, aud in her integri- 
ty to her lover; that ſhe had always thought her a very 
good girl, and doubted not but the hau been ſeduced by 
{ome raſcal, who had been infinitely more to blame than 
herſelf, and very probably had prevailed with her. by a 
a promiſe of marriage, or ſome other treacherous proceeds 
ing. 


This beheaviour of Mrs Bridget greatly ſurpriſed Mrs 


Deborah; for this well bred woman ſeldom opened her 


lips either to her maſter or his ſiſter, till, ſhe had firſt - 
ſounded. their inclinations, with which her ſentiments 
were always ſtrictly conſonant. Here, however, ſhe 
thought ſhe might have launched forth with ſafety; and 
the ſagacious reader will not, perhaps, accuſe her of want 
of ſitticient forecaſt in ſo ng, but will rather admire 
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with what wonderful celerity ſhe tacked about, when 
the found herſelf ſteering a wrong courſe. 


politician, © I muſt own I cannot help admiring the girl's 


dyſhip ſays, if ſhe was deceived by ſome wicked man, 
the poor wretch is to be pitied. , And, to be ſure, as 
your, Ladyſhip ſays, the girl hath always appeared like 
a good, honeſt, plain girl, and not vain of her face, 
forſooth, as ſome wanton hufleys in the neighbourhood 
are.“ 

« You ſay true, Deborah,” ſaid Mrs Bridget, “ if the 
girl had been one of thoſe vain trollops, of which we 
have too many in the parith, I ſhould have condemned 
my brother for his lenity towards her. I ſaw two 
farmers daughters at church, the other day, with bare 
necks. I proteſt they ſhocked me. It wenches will hang 
out lures for fellows, it is no matter what they ſuffer. I 
deteſt ſuch creatures; and it would be much better for 
them, that their faces had been ſeamed with the ſmall 
pox; but I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw any of this wantcn 
behaviour in poor Jenny; ſome artful villian, I am con- 
vinced, hath betrayed, nay, perhaps, forced her; and I 
pity the poor wretch with all my heart.” 

Mrs Deborah approved all theſe ſentiments, and the 
dialogue concluded with a general and bitter invective a- 
gainſi beauty, and with many compaſſionate conſiderations 
for all honeſt, plain girls, who are deluded by the wicked 
arts of deceitful men. 


CH A P. IX. 
Containing matters which will. ſurpriſe the reader. 


J E NN Y returned home well pleaſed with the recep- 
tion ſhe had met with from Mr Allworthy, whoſe in- 


perhaps, as a ſacr..'ce to ber own pride, and partly from 
the more prudent motive of reconciling her neighbours 
to her and ſileneing their clamours. | 


But 


* Nay, Madam,” ſaid this able woman, and truly great | 


ipirit, as well as your Ladyſhip. And, as your Lf 


dulgence to her ſhe induſtriouſly made public; partly, | 


Q 
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But though this latter view, if ſne indeed had it, may 


her expectation; for when ſhe was convened before the 

juſtice, and it was univerſally apprehended that the 
houſe of correction would have been her fate; though 
ſome of the women cried out, * It was good enough for 
her, and diverted themſelves with the thoughts of her 
beating hemp in a ſilk gown; yet there were many others 
who began to pity her condition: but when it was known 
what manner Mr Allworthy had behaved, the tide turned 
againſt her. One faid, “ ll aſſure you, Madam hath 
had good luck.” A ſecond cried, ** See what it is to be 
a favourite.” A third, “ Ay, this comes of her learn- 
ing.” Every perſon made ſome malicious comment or 
other, on the occaſion; and reflected on the partiality of 
the juſtice. 

The behaviour of theſe people may appear impolitic 
and ungrateful to the reader, who contiders the power 
and the benevolence of Mr Allworthy: but as to his 
power, he never uſed it, and as to his benevolence, he 
exerted ſo much, that he had, thereby dilobliged all his 
neighbours : for it is a ſecret well known to great men, 
that ' by conferring an obligation, they do not always 
procure a friend but are certain of creating many ene» 
mies. 

Jenny was, however, by the care and goodneſs of My 
Allworthy, ſoon removed out of the reach of reprogchz 
when malice, being no longer able to vent its rage on 
her, began to ſeek another object of its bitternels, and 
this was no leſs than Mr Allworthy himſelf; for a whiſ- 
per ſoon went abroad that he himſelf was the father of 
the foundling child. 

This ſuppoſition ſo well reconciled his conduct to the 
general opinion, that it met with univeſal aflent; and 
the outcry againſt his lenity ſoon began io take another 
turn, and was changed into an invective againſt his cru- 
elty to the poor girl. Very grave and good women ex- 
claimed againſt men who begot children and then diſ- 
owned them. Nor were there wanting ſome, who, afe 
ter the departure of Jenny, inſinuated, that the was ſpi- 

C 2 rited 
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appear reaſonable enough, yet the event did not anſwer 
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rited away with a deſign too black to be mentioned, and 
who gave frequent hints, that a legal inquiry ought to 
be made into the whole matter, and that ſome people 
ſhould be forced to produce the girl. 

Thele calumnies might have probably produeed ill con. 
ſequences (at the leaſt might have occaſioned ſome 
trouble) to a perſon of a more doubtful and ſuſpicious 
character than Mr Allworthy was bleſſed with; bur in 
his caſe they had no ſuch effect; and, being heartly | 
detpiſed by him, they ſerved only to afford an inno«| 
cen: amuſement to the good gollips of the nighbour. 
1.604, | 

But as we cannot poſſibly divine what complexion our 
reader may be of, and as it will be ſome time before he 
will hear any more of Jenny, we think proper to give him 
a very early intimation, that Mr Allworthy was, and 
it will herafter appear to be, abſolutly innocent of any 
= criminal intention whatever. He had indeed commited 

no other than an error in politics, by tampering jultice 
with mercy, and by refuſing to gratify the good natured 
diſpoſition of the mob“, with an object tur their com- 
paſſion to work on in the perſon of poor Jenny, whom, 
in order to pity, they deſired to have been ſacrificed 
to ruin and infamy by a ſhameful correction in a Bride - 
well. | 

So far from complying with this their inclination, by] 
which all hopes cf retermation would have been aboliſh- 
ed, and even the gate ſhut againit her, if her own iacli- 
nations ſhould ever hercafter lead her to chuſe the road 
of virtue. Mr Allworthy rather chole to encourage the 
girl to return thither by the ovly poſſible means; for 
too true I am zfraid it is, that many women have become 
abandoned, and have funk to the laſt degree of vice, by 
being unable to retrieve the firſt flip, This will be, | 
am afraid, always the caſe while they remain 9 their 
AT? + or mer 
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Chap. 10. FOUNDLING. 1 
former acquaintancc;* it was therefore wiſely done by 
Mr Allworthy, to remove Jenny to a place where ſhe 
might enjoy the pleaſure of reputation, after having taſ- 
ted the ill conſequences of loſing it. | 

To this place therefore, wherever it was, we will wiſh 
her a good journey, and for the preſent take leave of 
her; and of the little foundling her child, having mate 
ters of much higher importance to communicate to the 


reader. 
Ee H-4 % 2 


The bypitality of Mr Allworthy ; with a ſbort ſketch of the 


characters of two brothers, a doctor and a captain, why 
duo were entertained by that gentleman, 


N EIT HER Mr Allworthy's houſe, nor his heart, 
were ſhut againſt any part of mankind, but they 
were both more particularly open to men of merit. 
To ſay the truth, this was the only houſe in the king- 
dom where you was ſure to gain a dinner by deſerving 


Its 
Above all others, men. of genius and learning ſhared 


the principal place in his favour; and in theſe he had 


much Ciſcernment :: for though he had miſſed the ad- 
vantage of a learned education, yet being bleſs with vaſt 
natural abilities, he had ſo well profited by a vigorous, 
though late application to letters, and by much con- 
verſation with men of eminence in this way, that he was 
himſelf a very competent judge in moſt kinds of litera» 
ture. =; 

© It was no wonder, that in an age when this kind of me- 

rit is ſo little in faſhion, and fo ſlenderly provided for, per- 

ſons poſſeſſed of it ſhould very eagerly flock to a place 
where they were ſure of being received with great com- 
8 z- indeed, where they might enjoy almoſt the 
advantages of a liberal fortune as if they were in- 
titled to it in their own right; for Mr Allworthy was 
not one of thoſe generous perſons, who are ready moſt 
bountifully to beſtow meat, drink, and lodging on —_ 
OZ 


30 The HIS TOR'Y'of a Bock 1 


of wit and learning, for which they expection other re- 


turn but entertanment, inſtruction, flattery, and fubler- 
viency; in a word, that ſuch perſons ſhould be enrolled 
in the num ber of domeſtics, without wearing their maſter's 
- Cl0thes, or rece:ving wages. | 
Ou the contrary, every perſon in this houſe was per- 
fe& maſter of his own time: and as he might at his plca- 
ſure ſatisfy all bis appetites within the reſtrictions only of 


law, virtue, and religion; ſo he might, it his health re- 
quired, or his inclination prompted him to temperance, | 


or even to abſlinence, abſent himſelf from any meals, or 
retire from them whenever he was fo diſpoſed, withcut 
even a folicitation to the contrary, for indeed, fuch toh- 
citations from ſuperiors always favour very ſtrongly of 
commands. But all here were free from ſuch imperti- 
nence, not only thoſe whoſe company is in other places 
, eſtcemed a favour from their equality of fortune, but e- 
ven thoſe whole indigent circumitances make ſuch ele- 
 emoiynary abode convenient to them, and who are tbere- 
fore leſs welcome to a great man's table, becauſe they 
Rand in need of it. 

Among others of this kind was Dr Blifil, a gentleman 
who bad the misfortune of lofing the advantage of great 
taleats by the obſtinacy of a father, who would breed him 


to a proſcſſion he diſliked. In obedience to this obſti- 


nacy the dector had in his youth been cbliged to ſtuchy 
pbyſic, or rather to ſay he ſtudied it; for in reality bo« ks 
ofthis kind were almoſt the only ones with which he was 
unac quainted; ard urfortunately for him, the doctor 
was maſter of almoſt every other ſcience but that by 
which he was to get his bread; the conſequence cf which 
was, that the dector at the age of turty had no bread to 
cat. 

duch a perſon as this was certain to find a welcome at 
Mr Allworthy's table, to whom misfartunes were ever a 
recommendation when they were derived from the folly 
or villainy of others, and not of the unfortunate perion 
himſelf. Befides this negative merit the doctor bad one 
paſitive recommendation. This was a great appearance 
of religion. Whether his religion was real, or conſiſted 
| only 
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only in appearance, | (hall not preſume to fay, as I am not 
poſfeſſed of any touchſtone which can diſtinguith the true 
from the falſe. 

If this part of his character pleaſed Mr Allworthy, it 
delighted Mis Bridget. She engaged him in many reli» 
giou controverſies; on which occaſion: the conitantly ex- 
prefſed great ſatis faction in the doctor“ knowledge, and 
not much leſs in the compliments which he frequently 
beſtowed on her own. To fay the truth; the bad read 
much Engliſh divinity, and had puzzled mire than one 
of the neighbouring curates. Indeed her converſation 
was ſo pure, her looks ſo ſage, and her whole deport- 
ment ſo grave and ſolemn, that ſhe ſeemed to deferve 
the name of faint equally with her name fake, or with 
any other female in the Roman kalender. 

As ſympathies of all kind are apt to beget love, fo e 
perience teaches us that none have a more direct ten- 
dency this way than thoſe of a religious kind between 
perſons of different ſexes. The doctor found himſelf 
fo agreeable to Miſs Bridget, that he now began to la- 
ment an unfortunate accident which had happened to 
him about ten years before; namely his marriage with 
another woman, who was not only till ahve, but what 
was worſe, known to be fo by Mr Allworthy. This was 
a fatal bar to that happineſs which he otherwiſe ſaw ſuf- 
ficient probability of obtaining with this young lady; for 
at to criminal indulgences, he certainly never thought 
of them. This was owing either to his religion, as is 
moſt probable, or to the purity of his paſſion, which was 
fixed on thoſe things which matrimony on'y, and not 
criminal correſpondence, could put him in potictlion of, 
or could give him any title to. 

He had not long ruminated on theſe matters, before it 
occurred to his memory that he had a brother who was 
under no fuch unhappy incapacity. Lhe brother he 
made no doubt would. ſucceed, tor he diſcerned, as he 
thought, an inclination to marriage in the lady, and the 
reader perhaps, when he hears the brother's qualifica- 
tions will not blame the conndence which he eaterctained 
of his ſucceſs. | s 


This gentleman was about thirty-five years of age. 
He was of a middle ſize, and what is called well built, 
He had a ſcar on his forehead, which did not ſo much 
injure his beauty, as it denoted his valour (for he was ; 
half pay officer.) He had good teeth, and ſomething 
affable, when he pleaſed, in his ſmile : though naturally 
his countenance, as well as his air and' voice, had much 
of roughneſs in it, yet he could at any time depoſit this, 
and appear all gentleneſs and good humour. He way 


lately put on a more ſerious character, he could, when be 
pleaſed, reſume. 

He had, as well as the doctor, an academic education; 
for his father had, with the ſame paternal authority we 


as the old gentleman died before he was ordained, he 
choſe the church-military, and preferred the king's com- 
miſſion to the biſhop's. 

He had purchaſed: the poſt of lieutenant of dragoons, 
and afterwards came to be a captain; but having quar- 
relled with his colonel, was by his intereſt obliged to 
fell; from which time he had entirely ruſticated him- 
felf, had betaken himſelf to ſtudying the ſcriptures, and 
was not a little ſuſpected of an inclination to metho- 
diſm. | 

It ſeemed therefore not unlikely that ſuch a perſon 
ſhould ſucceed with a lady of fo ſaint-like a diſpoſition, 
and whoſe inclinations were no otherwiſe engaged than 
to the married ſtate in general: but why the doctor, 
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mould for his ſake think of making ſo ill a return to the 
hoſpitality of Allworthy, is a matter not ſo eaſy to be 
accounted for. | 

Is it that ſome natures delight in evil, as others are 
thought to delight in virtue? Or, is there a pleaſure in 
being acceflary to a theft, when we cannot commit it 
ourſelves? Or, laſtly, (which experience ſeems to make 
probable,) have we a ſatisfaction in aggrandizing our fa- 
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not ungenteel, nor entirely void of wit, and in his youth 
had abounded in ſpirightlineſs, which though he had 


have mentioned before, decreed bim for holy orders; but 


who certainly had no great friendſhip for his brother, | 
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milies, even though we have not the leaſt love or reſpect 
for them? : 
Whether any of the(e motives operated on the doctor we 
will not determine; but ſo the fact was. He ſent for his 
brother, and eaſily found means to introduce him at 
Allworthy's as a perſon who intended only a ſhort viſit 
to himſelf. | a 
The Captain had not been in the houſe a week befor 
the doctor had reaſon to felicitate himſelf on his diſcern 
ment. The captain was indeed as great a maſter of the 
art of love as Ovid was formerly. He had, deſides, re- 
ceived proper hints from his brother, which he failed not 
to improve to the beſt advantage. 


CS H A P. b XI. 


Containing many rules, and ſome examples, concerning falling 
in love : deſcriptions of beauty, and other more prudential 
inducements to matrimony. 


T hath been obſerved by wiſe men or women, I forget 
which, that all perſons are doomed to be in love once 
in their lives No particular ſeaſon is, as I remember, ak 
ſigned for this; but the age at which ifs Bridget was 
arrived, ſeems to me as proper a period as any to be fixed 
on tor this purpoſe; it often indeed happens much earlierz 
but when it doth not, | have obſerved, it ſeldom or never 
fails about this time. Moreover, we may remark that at 
this ſeaſon love is of a more ſerious and ſteady nature than 
what ſometimes thews itſelf in the younger parts of life, 
The love of girls is uncertain, capricious, and fo fooliſh 
that we cannot always diſcover what the young lady would 
be at, nay, it may almoſt be doubted whether ſhe always 
knows this herſelf. | 
Now we are never at a loſs to diſcern this in women a- 
bout forty; for as ſuch grave, ſerious, and experienced la- 
dies well know their own meaning, ſo it is always very ea- 
ſy for a man of the leaſt ſagacity to diſcover it with the 
uimolt certainty. 2 4 


Miſs Bridget is an example of all theſe W 


I 
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She had not been many times in the captain's company 
before the was ſeized with this paſſion, Nor did the go 
pining and moping about the houſe, like a puny fooliſh 
girl, ignorant of her diſtemper; the felt, the knew, and 
the enjoyed, the pleating ſenſation, of which, as ſhe was 
certain 1t was not only innocent but laudable, ſhe was 
neither atraid nor aſhamed. | 

And to ſay the truth, there is in all points great differ- 
ence between the reaſonable paſſion which-women at this 
age conceive towards men, and the idle and childith lik- 
ing of a girl to a boy which is often fixed on the outſide 
only, and on things of little value and no duration; as 


on cherry cheeks, {mall lilly-white hands, ſloc- blak eyes, 


flowing locks, downy chins, dapper thapes, nay, ſometimes 
on charms more worthleis, and leis the party's own? 
ſuch are outward ornaments of the perſon, for which 
men are beholden to the taylor, the lace man, the 
perriwig maker, the hatter, and the milliner, and not 
to nature. Such a paſſion girls may well be aſhamed, as 
they generally are, to own either to themſelves or to 
other's. 


The love of Miſs Bridget was of another kind. The | 


captain owed nothing to any of theſe fop makers in his 
dreſs, nor was his perſon much more beholden to nature, 
Both bis dreis and perion were tuch as, had they appear- 
ed in an aſſemb y, or a drawing-room, would have been 


the contempt and ridicule of all the fine ladies there. 


The former of theie was indeed neat, but plain, coarſe, 
ill-fancied, and out of faſhion. As for the latter, we 
have expreſsly deicribed it above. 80 far was the ſkin 
on his cheeks from being cherry coloured, that you could 
not diſcern what the natural colour of his cheeks was, 
they being totally overgrown by a black beard, which 
aſcended to his eyes. tiis ſhape and limbs were indeed 
exactly proportioned, but ſo large, that they denoted the 
ſtrength rather of a plowman than any other. His ſhoul- 


ders were broad, beyond all ſize, and the calves of his 
legs larger than thote of a common chairman. In ſhort, 


his whole perſon wanted all that elegance and beauty, 
which is the very reverſe of clumſy ſtrength, aud _ 
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ſo agreeably ſets off moit of our fine gentlemen; being 
partly owing the high blood of their anceſtors, viz. blood 
made of rich ſauces and generous wines, and partly to an 
early town-education. | | 

Though Miſs Bridget was a woman of the greateſt 
delicacy of taſte; yer, ſuch were the charms of the cap» 
tain's converſation, that ſhe totally overlooked the de- 
fects of his perton. She imagined, and perhaps very 
wiſely, that the ſhould enjoy more agreeable minutes 
with the captain than with a much prettier fellow; and 
forewent the conſideration of pleaſing her eyes, in order 
to procure herſelf much more ſolid ſatisfaction. 

he captain no ſooner perceived the paſſion of Mſs 
Bridget, in which diſcovery he was very quick ſighted, 
than he faithfully returned it. The lady, ao more than 
her lover, was remarkable for beauty. I would at- 
tempt to draw her picture; but that is done already by 
2 more able maſter, Mr Hogarth himſelt, to whom the 
ſat many years ago, and hath been lately exhibited by 
that gentleman in his print of a winter's morning, of 
which ſhe was no improper emblem, and may be teen 
walking (for walk the doth in print) to Covent-Garden 
Church, with a ſtarved foot-boy behind carrying her pray- 
er- book. 

The captain likewiſe very wiſely preferred the more 
{olid enjoyments he expected with this lady, to the fleet» 
ing charms of perſon. He was one of thoſe wiſe men, 
who regarded beauty in the other ſex as a very worthicfs 
and ſuperficial qualification; or, to ſpeak more truly, 
who rather chuſe to poſſeſs every convenience of life 
with an ugly woman, than a bandſome one without any 
of theſe conveniences. And having a very good appe- 
tite, and but little nicety, he fancied he ſhould play his 
part very well at the matrimonial banquet, without the 
lauce of beauty. 

[ſo deal plainly with the reader, the captain, ever ſince 
his arrival, at leaſt from the moment his brother had pro- 
poſed the match to him, long before he had diſcovered 
any flattering ſymptoms in Miſs Bridget, had been great- 
ly enamoured; that is to ſay, of Mr Allworthy's _ | 

| * 
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and gardens, and of his lands, tenements, and heredita- | 
ments; of all which the captain was ſo paſſionately fond, | 
that he would moſt probably have contracted marriage 
with them had he been obliged to have taken the witeh | 

of Endor into the bargain, | 

- As Mr Allworthy, therefore, had declared to the doc- 
tog, that he never intended to take a ſecond wife, as his 
ſiſter was his neareſt relation, and as the doctor had | 

fiihed out that his intentions were to make any child of 
hers his heir, which indeed the law, without his inter- | 
poſition, would have done for him; the doctor and 
his brother thought it an act of benevolence to give be - 
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ing to a human creature, who would be ſo plentiful - 
ly provided with the moſt eſſential means of happineſs, 
The whole thoughts, - therefore, of both the bro- 
_ were how to engage the affections of this amiable Wh 
ady. | 
But fortune, who is a tender parent, and often doth 
more for her favourite offspring than either they de- : 
ſerve or wiſh, had been fo induſtrious for the captain, 
that whilſt he was laying ſchemes to execute his pur- 
porſe, the lady conceived the ſame defires with himſelf 
and was on her fide contriving how to give the captain 
proper encouragement, without appearing too forward; 0 
for ſhe was a ſtrict obſerver of all rules of decorum In | 
this, however, ſhe eaſily ſucceeded; for, as the captain 
was always on the look out, no glance, geſture, or word 
eſcaped him. ! 
The ſatis faction which the captain received from the 
kind behaviour of Miſs Bridget, was not a little abated 
by his apprehenſions of Mr Allworthy ; for, notwith- 
ſtanding his diſintereſted profeſſions, the captain imagin- 
ed he would, when he came to act, follow the example 
of the reſt of the world, and refule his conſent to a match 
fo diſadvantageous in point of intereſt, to his ſiſter. From 
what oracle he received this opinion, [ ſhall leave the 
reader to determine; but, however he came by it, it | 
ſtrangely perplexed him how to regulate his conduct ſo as 
at once to convey his affection to the lady, and to conceal 
it from her brother. He, at length, reſolved to take all 
5 private 
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private opportunities of making his addreſſes; but 
in the preſence of Mr Allworthy to be as refer- 
ved, and, as much upon his guard, as was poſlible ; 
and: this conduct was highly approved by the bro- 
ther. 

He ſoon ſound means to make his addrefles, in expreſs 
terms, to his miſtreis, from whom he received an an- 
ſwer in the proper form, viz. the anſwer which was firſt 
made ſome thouſands ot years ago, and which hath 
been handed down by tradition from mother to daugh- 
ter ever ſince. If I was to tranſlate this into Latin, 
I thould render it by theſe two words, Nols epiſcopart : 
a phraſe like wiſe of immemorial ule on another occa- 
ſion. 

he captain, however he came by his knowledge, per- 
fectly well underſtood the lady; and very ſoon after 
repeated his application with more warmth and earneft- 
nets than before, and was again, according to due form, 
rejected; but as he had increaſed in the cagerneis of his 
deſires, ſo the lady, with the tame propriety decreaſed 
in the violence of her refuſal. 

Not to tire the reader by leading him through every 
ſcene of this courithip, (which, though in the opinion 
of a certain great author, it is the pleafantelt ſcene of 
life to the actor, is perhaps as dull and tireſome as any 
whatever to the audience,) the captain made his advances 
in form, the citadel was defended in form, and at length, 
in proper ferm ſurrendered at ditcretion. 

During this whole time, which filled the ſpace of near 
a month, the captain preterved great diſtance of beha- 
viour to his lady in the prelence of the brother; and 
the more he ſucceded with her in private, the more re- 
ſerved was he in public. And as for the lady, the had 
no ſooner ſecured her lover. than ſhe behaved to him 
before company with the higheit degree of indiffer- 
ence, 10 that maſter Allworthy mult have had the infight - 
of the devil (or perhajs ſome of his worle qualities) to 
have entertained the n ſuſpicion of what was going for- 
ward. 
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Cantaining what the reader may, perhaps, expect to find in it. 


N 2ll bargains, whether to fight or to marry, or con- 

cerning any other ſuch buſineſs, little previous cere- 
mony is required to bring the matter to an iſſue, when 
both parties are really in earneſt. This was the caſe at 
preſent, and in leſs than a month the captain and his la- 
dy were man and wife. 

The great concern now was to break the matter 
to Mr Allwortby; and this was undertaken by the doc« 
tor · 

One day then as Allworthy was walking in his garden, 
the doctor came to him, and, with great gravity of aſ- 
pect, and all the concern which he could poſſibly affect 
in his countenance, faid, * I aar come, Sir, to impart an 
affair to you of the utmoſt conſequence; but how ſhall 
I mention to you what it almoſt diſtracts me to think 
of!” He then launched forth into the moſt bitter invec- 
tives both againſt men and women; accuſing the former 
of having no attachement but to their intereſt, and the 
latter of being ſo addicted to vicious inclinations, that 
they could never be fafely truſted with one of-the other 

ſex. Could 1,” ſaid he, „Sir, have ſuſpected that x 
lady of ſuch prudence, ſuch judgment, ſuch learning, 
ſhould indulge fo indiſcreet a paſſion; or could I have p 
imagined that my brother—why do I call him ſo? He hr 
no longer a brother of mine.” —— I 

Indeed but be is,” ſaid Allworthy, “ and a brother of WM ;, 
mine too.“ Bleſs me, Sir,” ſaid the doctor, “dot 
you know the ſhocking affair? Look'ee, Mr Blifil,” e 
anſwered the good man, *it hath been my conſtant max - +; 
im in life, to make the beſt of all matters which hap- „ 
pen. My ſiſter, though many years younger than I, Wi + 

is at leaſt old enough to be at the age of diſcretion u 
Had he impoſed on a child, I ſhould have been more a 
averſe to have forgiven him; but a woman upwards of WW n 
thirty, muſt certainly be ſuppoled to know what 2 A 
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make her moſt happy» She hath married. a gentleman, 
though perhaps not quite her equal in fortune; and if 
he hath any perfections in her eye, which can. make up 
that deficiency, I ſee no reaſon why I ſhould object to 
her choice of her own happineſs; which I, no more 
than herſelf, imagine only to conſiſt in immenſe wealth. 
I might, perhaps, from the many declarations I have 
made, of complying with almoſt any propoſal, have ex- 
pected to have been conſulted on this occaſion; but theſe 
matters are of a very delicate nature, and the ſcruples 
of modeſty, perhaps, are not to be overcome. As to 
your brother, I have really no anger againſt him at all. 
He hath no obligations to me, nor do | think he was 
under any neceility of aſking my content, fince the 
woman is, as I have ſaid, ui juris, and of a proper age 


to be entirely an{werable only to herſelf for her con- 


duct? | 
The doctor accuſed Mr Allworthy of too great leniry, 
repeated his accuſations againſt his brother, and declared 
that he ſhould never more be brought either to ſce or to 
own him for his relation, He then launched forth in- 
to a panegyric on Allworthy's goodneſs; into the high- 
eſt encomiums on his friendſhip; and concluded by 
ſaying, be ſhould never forgive his brother for bav- 
ing put the place which he bore in that friendſhip to a 
hazard. | | 
Allworthy thus anſwered: © Had I conceived any dif- 
pleaſure againit your brother, | ſhould never have car- 
ried that relentment to the innocent: bus I aſſure you 
I have no ſuch Cilpleaſure, Your brother appears to me 
to be a man of ſenſe and honour. 1 do not difapprove 
the taſte of my ſiſter; nor will I doubt but that the is 
equally the object of his inclinations. I have always 
thought love the only foundation of bappineſs in a mar- 
ried ſtate; as it can only produce that high and tender 
friendſhip which ſhould always be the cement of this 
union: and in my opinion, all thoſe marriages: which 
are contracted from other motives, are greatly crimi ; 
nal; they are a profanation of a moſt holy ceremony, 
aud generally end in diſquiet and miſery; tor ſurely we 
| 2 $ | may 
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* may call it a profanation, to convert this moſt ſacret 
inſtitution into a wicked facrifice to luſt or avarice: and 
what better can be {aid of thofe matches to which men 
are induced merely by the conſideration of a beautiful 

per ton, or a great fortune! 
To deny that beauty is an agreeable object to the eye, 
1 and even worthy fome admiration, would be falſe and 
1 fooliſh. Beautiful is an epithet often uſed in ſcrip- 
| ture, and always mentioned with honour. It was my 
own fortune to marry a woman whom the world thought 
handiome; and | can truly ſay, 1 liked her the beiter 
on that account. But to make this the ſole conſideration 
of marriage, to Jult after it fo violently as to overlook 
all imperfeclion- for its fake, or to require it fo abſoluteiy 
as to reje& and diſdain religion, virtue, and ſenſe, which 
are qualities, in their nature, of much higher perfection, 
only becauſe an elegance of perſon is wanting; his is 
jurely inconſiſtent, either with a wiſe man or a good 
Chriſtian, And it is, perhaps, being too charitable to 
conclude, that ſuch perſons mean any thing more by their 
marriage, tban to pleaſe their carnal appetites; for the 
ſatis faction of which, we are taught, it was not ordain- 

ed - * 

In the next place, with reſpect to fortune. World- 
ly prudence, perhaps exacts ſome conſideration on this 
head: nor will | abſolutely and altogether condemn it. 
As the world is conſtituted, the demands of a married 
ſtate, and the care of poſterity, require ſome little re- 
gard to what we call circumſtances. Net this provi- 

nion is greatly increaſed, beyond what is really neceſ- 
fary, by folly and vanity, which create abundantly 
more wants thin nature, Equipage for the wife, and 
large fortunes for the children, are by cuſtom inrolled 
in the liſt of neceſfaries; and, to procure theſe, every 
thing truly folid and ſweet, and virtuous and religious, 
are neglecled and overlooked. 

And this in many degrees; the laſt and greateſt of 
which ſeem ſcarce diſtinguiſhable from madneſs, 1 
mean where perſons of immenſe fortunes contract them- 
lelves to thoſe who are, and muſt be, diſagreeable to 

. + them; 
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them; to fools and knaves, in order to increaſe an eſtate, 
already larger even than the demands of their pleaſures. 
Surely ſuch perſons, if they will not be thought 
mad, muſt own, either that they are incapable of taſting 
the ſweets of the tendereſt friendſhip, or that they ſa- 
crifice the greateſt happineſs of which they are capable, 
to the vain, uncertain, and ſenſeleſs laws of vulgar opi- 
nion, which owe as well their force, as their foundation, 
to folly,” | | 
Hs Allworthy concluded his ſermon, to which Blifil., 
had liſtened with the profoundeſt attention, though it 
coſt him ſome pains to prevent now and then a ſmall 
diſcompoſure of his muſcles. He now praiſed every 
period of what he had heard, with the warmth of a 
young divine, who hath the honour to dine with a bi- 
ſhop the ſame day in which his lordſhip bath mounted 
the pulpit. | 


C H A P. XMk 


Which concludes the firſt book; with an inſtance of ingra= 
titude, which, we hope, will appear unnatural. 


H E reader, from what hath been ſaid, may imagine 
that the reconciliation (if indeed it could be {0+ 
called) was only matter of form; we {hall therefore-paſs 
It over, and haſten to what muſt ſurely be thought mat» - 
ter of ſubſtance. | 
The doctor had acquainted his brother with what had 
paſt between Mr Allworthy and him; and added with a: 
ſmile, *I promile you, I paid you off; nay, I abſolutely: 
deſired the good gentleman not to forgive you: for you 
know after he bad made a declaration in your favour, 
I might with ſafety venture on ſuch a requeſt with a. 
perſon of his temper; and I was willing, as well for 
your ſake as for my own, to prevent the leaſt poſſibility 
of a ſuſpicion.” | 1 
Captain Bliſl took not the leaſt notice of this, at 
time, but he afterwards made a very notable uſe of 
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One of the maxims which the devil, in a late viſit 


upon earth lefr to his diſciples, is, When once you are 
got up, to kick the ſtool from under you. In plain Eng» 
liſh, when you have made your fortune by the good 
offices of a friend, you are adviſed to diſcard him as ſoon 
as you can. 


Whether the captain acted by this maxim, I will not 


poſitively determine; ſo far we may confidently ſay, that: 


his actions may be fairly derived from this diabolical prin- 
cipſe; and indeed it is difficult to aſſign any other motive 
to them: for no fooner was he poſſeſſed of Miſs Bridget, 


and recohciled to Allworthy, than he began to fhew a- 


coldneſs to his brother, which increaſcd daily, till at 
length it grew into rudeneſs, and became very viſible to e- 
very one. 

Phe doctor remonſtrated to him privately concerning 
this behaviour, but could obtain no other ſatis faction than 


the following plain declaration; * If you diſlike any thing 


in my brother's houſe, Sir, you know you are at liberty 
to quit it.“ This ſtrange, cruel, and almoſt unaccountable 
ingratitude in the captain, abſolutely broke the poor doc» 
tor's heart: for ingratitude never ſo thoroughly pierces 
the human breaſt, as when it proceeds from thoſe in whoſe 
behalf we have been guilty of tranſgreſſions. Reflecti- 
ons on great and good actions, however they are reecived 


or returned by thoſe in whoſe favour they are performed, 


always adminiſter ſome comfort to us; but what conſo- 


lation ſhall we receive under ſo biting a calamity as the- 


ungrateful behaviour of our friend, when our wounded 


' conſcience at the ſame time flies in our face, and up- 


braids us with having ſpotted it in the ſervice of one ſo 
worthleſs. | 
Mr Allworthy himſelf ſpoke to the captain in his bro- 
ther's behalf, and defired to know what offence the 
doctor had committed? when the hard hearted villain 
had the baſeneſs to ſay, that be ſhould never forgive him 
for the injury which he had endeavoured to do him in- 
his favour; which, he ſaid, he had pumped out of him, 
and was ſuch 8. en that it ought not- to be fors 
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Allworthy ſpoke in very high terms upon this declata- 
tion, which, he ſaid, became not a human creature. He- 
expreſſed, indeed, fo much reſentment againſt an unfor- 
giving temper, that the captain at laitqrerended to be 
convinced by his arguments, and. out wardly profeſſed to 
be reconciled. | 

As for the hride, ſhe was now in her honey- noon, and” 
ſo paſſionately fond of her new huſband, that d never ap- 
peared to her to he in the wrong; and his Jiſpleature a- 
gainſt any perſon was a futficienr reaſon for her diil:ke to 
the ſame. | | | 
The captain, at Mr All worthy's inſtance, was outwardly, 
as. we have ſaid, reconciled to his brother, yet the fame: 
rancour remained in his heart; and he found ſo many” 
opportunities of giving him private hints of this that the 
houſe at laſt grew inſupportable to the poor doctor; and he- 
choſe rather to ſubmit to any inconveniencies which he 
might encounter in the world, thai longer to bear theſe 
eruel and ungrateful inſults, from a brother for whom he 
had done ſo much. 

He once intended to acquaint Mr Allworthy with the- 
whole; but he cguld not bring himnielt to ſubmit to the- 
coutelhon, by 1 8 he mult take to his thare fo great 
a portion of guilt, Beſides, by how much the worſe man 
he repreſented his brother to be, ſo much the greater, 
would his own offence appear to Allworthy, and fo much 
the greater he had reaſon to imagine, would be his re- 
ſentment. | 

He feigned therefore, ſome excuſe of buſineſs for his 
departure, and promiled to return ſoon again; and took 
leave of his brother with ſo well diſſembled content, that, 
as the captain played his part to the ſame perfection, All- 
worthy remained well ſatisfied with the truth of the re- 
concilliation- 

lhe doctor went directly to London, where he died 
ſoon after of a broken heart; a diſtemper which kills ma- 
ny more than 1s generally imagined, and would have a 
fair title to a place in the bill of mortality, did it not dif- 
fer in one inſtance from all other dilcales, ziv. That no 
phy lician can cure it. 
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Now, upon the :noſt diligent inquiry into the former 
lines of theſe two brothers, I find, beſides the curſed and 
helliſh maxim of policy above mentioned, another reaſon 
for the captain's conduct; the captain, beſides what we 
have before ſaid of him, was a man of great pride and 
fierceneſs, and had always treated his brother, who was 
of a different complexion, and greatly deficient in both 
theſe qualities, with the utmoſt air of ſuperiority» The 
doctor, however, had much the larger ſhare of learning, 
and was by many reputed to have the better underſtanding, 
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envy is, at beſt, a very malignant paſſion, yet is its bit= 


wards the fame object and very much afraid I am, that 
whenever an obligation is joined to thele two, indigna- 
tion, and not gratitude, will be the product of all three. 
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This the captain knew, and could not bear; for though 


terneſs greatly heightened, by mixing with contempt to- 
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Containing ſcenes of matrimonial felicity in different degrees 
of life and various ther tranſactious during the fr/i I200- 
years after the marriage between Captain Blifil, and Miſs 
Bridget Allworthy. X 


C8 AF: 
Shewing what kind of a hiflory this is ; what it 1s like, 


and what it is not likes 


6 OU GH wg have properly enough intitled this 
our work, a hiſtory, and not a lite, nor an apology 
for a life, as is more in fathion; yet we intend imit rather 
to purſue the method of thoſe writers who profeſs to diſ- 
cloſe the revolutions of countries, than to imitate the 

painful and voluminous hiſtorian, who to preſerve the re- 
gularity of his ſeries, thinks himtelt obliged to fill up as 
much paper with the detail of months and years in which 
nothing remarkable happened, as he employs upon thoſe' 
Notable æras when the greatelt ſcenes have been rrant{aCt=- - 
ed on the human ſtage. '/ BM 
Such hiſtories as theſe do, in reality, very much reſem- 
ble a news-paper, which conliits of juſt the ſame num» 
ber of words, whether there be. any news in it or 2 
| e 
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They may likewiſe be compared to a ſtage coach, which 
performs conſtantly the ſame courſe, empty as well as full. 
The writer, indeed ſeems to think himſelf obliged to 
keep even pace with time, whoſe amanuenſis he is: and, 
like his maſter, travels as ſlowly through centuries of 
monkiſh dulneſs when the world (ſeems to have been 
aſleep, as through that bright and buſy age fo nobly 
diſtin uiſhed by the excellent Lain poem: : 


Ad conflicendum venientibus 11:.dique penis; = 
_ Omnua cum belli trepida conciiſi. tumultu 
Horrida contremuere ſub altis etheris auris: 
In dubicque ſuit ſub utrorum regna cadendum 
Omnibus humanis get, terraque marique, 


Of which we wiſh we could give our reader a more ade- 
quate tranilation than that by Mr Creech : 


When dreadful Carthage frighted Rome wvith arms, 
And all the world was ſock with fierce alarms ! 
Whilft undecided yet, which part ſhould fall, 

Which nation riſe the glorious lord of all. 


| Now it is our purpoſe, in the enſuing pages, to purſue 
a contrary method. When any extraordinary icene pre- 
ſents itſelf, (as we truſt will often be the cate,) we thall 
ſpare no pains nor paper to open it at large to our read- 
er; but if whole years ſhould paſs without producing 
any thing worthy his notice, we ſhall not be afraid of 
a chaſm in our hiſtory; but ſhall haſten cn to matters of 
conſequence, and li ave ſuch periods of time totally unob- 
ſerved. | 
[heſeare indeed to be conſidered as blanks in the grand 
lottery of time. We therefore, who are the regiſters of 
that lottery, ſhall imitate thoſe {agacious perſons who deal 
in that which is drawn at Guild-hall, and who never 
trouble the public with the many blanks] they diſpoſed 
of; but when a great prize happens to be drawn, the 
news- papers are preſently filled with it, and the world is 
{ure to be informed at whole office it was fold: indeed, 
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commonly two or three different offices lay claim to the 
honour of having diſpoſed of it; by which, I ſuppoſe, 
the adventurers are given to underſtand, that certain 
brokers are in the ſecrets of fortune, and indeed of her 
cabinet council. b 1 

My reader then is not to be ſurpriſed, if, in the courſe 
of this work, he ſhall find ſome chapters very ſhort, and 
others altogether as long; ſome that contain only the 
time of a ſingle day, and others that compriſe years; in 
a word, if my hiſtory ſometimes ſeems to ſtand ſtill, and 
ſometimes to fly. For all which, I ſhall not look on my- 
ſelf as accountable to any court of critical juriſdiction 
whatever: for as I am, in reality, the founder of a new 
province of writing, ſo I am at liberty to make what laws 
I pleaſe therein. And theſe laws, my readers, whom I 
conſider as my ſubjects, are bound to believe in and to o- 
bey; with which that they may readily and chearfully 
comply, I do hereby aſſure them, that I ſhall princi- 
pally regard their eaſe and advantage in all ſagh inſti- 
tutions: for I do not, like a jure divins tyrnt, ima- 
gine that they are my flaves, or my commodity, I am, 
indeed, ſet over them, for their own good only, and was 
created for their uſe, and not they for mine. Nor do I 
doubt, while I make their intereſt the great rule of my 
writings, they will unanimouſly concur in ſupporting my 


dignity, and in rendering me all the honour I ſhall de» 
ſerve or deſire. 


C H A P. IL 


Religious cautions aganſt ſhewing tos much favour 10 baſ« 
tards; and a great diſcovery made by Mrs Deborah 
Wilkins, | ; 

E. 16 HT months after the celebration of the nup- 

tials between captain Blifil and Miſs Bridget l- 
worthy, a young lady of great beauty, merit, and 
ortune, was by reaſon of a fright, delivered of 

a fine boy» The child was indeed, to all appearance, 

* perfect; 
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. thers have eaten ſour grapes, and the children's teeth 


puniſhing the crime of the parent on the baſtard. He 
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perfect: but the midwife diſcovered it was born a monthy/ 
before its full time 4 
Though the birth of an heir by his belove w 

a circuſtance of great joy to Mr \Uworthy,. di 
not alienate his affections from the little foundling, to 
whom he had been god- father, had given his own name 
of Thomas, and whom he had hitherto ſeldom failed . 
of viſiting, at leaſt once a gay, in his nurſery. | a 
He told his liſter, if ſhe pleaſed, the new- born infant 0 
ſhould be bred up together with little | ommy, to which x 
n 

c 

| 

t 


ſhe conſented, though with ſome little reluctance: for 
ſhe had truly a great complacence for her brother; and 
hence ſhe had always behaved towards the foundling, 
with rather more kindneſs than ladies of rigid virtue can 
ſometimes bring themſelves to ſhew theſe children, who, 
however innocent, may be truly called the living monu- 
ments of incontinence. 4 

The captain could not ſo eaſily bring himſelf to bear 
what he condemned as a fault in Mr Allworthy. He gave 
bim frequent hints, that to adopt the fruits of fin, was 
to give countenance to it, He quoted ſeveral texts, 
(for he was well read in cripture,) ſuch as, © He viſits 
the ſins of the fathers upon the children; and t he fa- 


<< eo A ws wh, ot 


are ſet on edge, &c. whence he argued the legality of 


ſaid, 3 hough the law did not poſitively allow the deſ- 
troying ſuch baſe born- children, yet it held them to be 
the children of no body; that, th church conſidered 
them as the children of no body; and that, at the beſt, 
* they ought to be brought up to the loweſt and vileit 
offices of the commonwealth.” 
Mr Allworthy anſwered to all this, and much more, 
which the captain had urged on this ſubject, “ That 
however guilty the parents might be, the children were 
certainly innocent: that as to the texts he had quoted, 
the former of them was a particular denunciation againſt 
the Jews for the tin of idolatry, of relinquiſhing and ba- 
ting their heavenly King; and the latter was parabolical- 
Iy ſpoken, and rather intended to denote the ccrtain and 
; neceflary 
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neceſſary conſequences of ſin, than any expreſs judg - 
ment apainſt it. But to repreſent the Almighty as aven- 
ping the fins of the guilty on the innocent was indecent, 
if not blaſphemous, as it was to repreſent him acting a- 
gainſt the firſt principles of natural juſtice, and againit 
the original notions of right and wrong, which he him- 
ſelf had implanted in our minds, by which we were to 
judge, not only in all matters which were not revealed, 
but even of the truth of revelation itſelf. He ſaid, he 
knew many held the fame principles with the captain on 
this headz but he was himſelf firmly convinced to the 
contrary, and would provide in the ſame manner for this 
poor infant, as if a legitimate child had had the fortune 
to have been found in the ſame place.” | | 

While the captain was taking all opportunities to preſs 
theſe and ſuch like arguments, to remove the little 
foundling from Mr Allworthy's, of whof: fondneſs for 
him he began to be jealous, Mrs Deborah had made a 
diſcovery, which in its event, threatened at leaſt to prove 
more fatal to poor Tommy than all the reaſonings of 
the captain. 

Whether this inſatiable curioſity of this good woman 
had carried her on that buſineſs, or whether ſhe did it 
to confirm herſelf in the good graces of Mrs Blifil, who, 
notwithſtanding her outward behaviour to the found- 
ling, frequently abuſed the infant in private, and her 
brother tao for his fondneſs to it, I will not determine; 
but ſhe had now, as ſhe conceived, fully detected the 
father of the foundling. 

Now, as this was a diſcovery of great conſequence, it 
may be neceſſary to trace it from the fountain- head. We 
ſhall therefore very minutely lay open thoſe previous 
matters by which it was produced ; and for that purpoſe 
we ſhall be obliged to reveal all the ſecrets of a little fa- 
mily, with which my reader is at preſent entirely unac- 
quainted, and of which the c:conomy was ſo rare and ex- 
traordinary, that I fear it will ſhock the utmoſt creduli- 
ty of many married perſons. . 


Vox. I. E 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. III. 
The deſcription of a demeflic government, founded upon rule 
directly contrary to thoſe of Ariflotles 


Y reader may pleaſe to remember he hath been in. 

formed, that Jenny Jones had lived ſome years 
with a certain ſchoolmaſter, who had, at her earneſt de- 
fire, inſtructed her in Latin, in which, to do juſtice to 
her genius, ſhe had ſo improved herſelf, that ſhe was 
become a better ſcholar than her maſter. 

Indeed, though this poor man had undertaken a pro» 
feſſion to which learning muſt be allowed neceflary, this 
was the leaſt of his commendations. He was one of the 
beſt natured fellows in the world, and was, at the ſame 
time, maſter of fo much pleaſantry and humour, that he 
was reputed the wit of the country; and all the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen were ſo deſirous of his company, that 
as denying was not his talent, he ſpent much time at 
their houſes, which he might, with more emolument have 
ſpent in his ſchool. 

It may be imagined, that a gentleman ſo qualified, and 
ſo diſpoſed, was in no danger of becoming tormidable to 
the learned ſeminaries of Eton or Weſtminſter. To ſpeak 
plainly, his ſcholars were divided into two claſſes; in the 
upper of which was a young gentleman, the ſon of a 
neighbouring ſquire, who, at the age of ſeven⸗ 
teen, was juſt entered into his ſyntaxis; and in the 
lower was a ſecond ſon of the ſame gentleman, who, 
together with ſeven pariſh boys, was learned to read and 
write. 2 : 

The ſtipend ariſing hence would hardly have indulged 
the ſchoolmaſter in the luxuries of life, had he not added 
to this office thoſe of clerk and barber, and had not Mr 
Allworthy added to the whole an annuity of ten pound, 
which the poor man received every Chriſtmas, and with 
which he was enabled to chear his heart during that ſa- 
cred feſtivals | 
Among his other treaſures, the pedagogue had 2 2 

* 


a 
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whom he had married out of Mr Allworthy's kitchen 
for her fortune, viz. twenty pound, which ſhe had there 
amaſſed. bes 

This woman was not very amiable in her perſon. Whe- 
ther ſhe ſat to my friend Hogarth or no, I will not deter- 
mine, but ſhe exactly reſembled the young woman who 
is pouring out her miſtreſs's tea in the third picture of 
the Harlot's Progreſs. She was, beſides, a- profeſs'd 
follower of that noble ſect founded by Xantippe of old; 
by means of which ſhe became more formidable in the 
ſchool than her huſband: for, to confeſs the truth, 
he was never maſter there, or any where elle in her 
preſence, 

Though her countenance did not denote much natural 
ſweetneſs of temper, yet this was, perhaps ſomewhat 
foured by a circumſtance which generally poiſons matri- 
monial felicity; for children are rightly called the pledges 
of love; and her huſband, though they had been married 
nine years, had given her no ſuch pledges; a default for 
which he had no excuſe, either from age or health, being 
not yet thirty years old, and what they call a jolly, briſk, 
young man. 

Hence aroſe another evil, which produced no little un- 
ealineſs to the poor pedagogue, of whom ſhe maintained 
ſo conſtant a jealouſy, that he durſt hardly ſpeak 
to one woman in the pariſh; for the lealt degree 
of civility, or even correſpondence with any female, 
was ſure to bring his wife upon her back and his 
own. 

In. order to guard herſelf againſt matrimonial injuries 
in her own houſe, as ſhe kept one maid ſervant, ſhe al- 
ways took care to chuſe her out of that order of females 
whoſe faces are taken as a kind of ſecurity for their virtue; 
of which number Jenny Jones as the reader hath been 
before informed, was one. | 

As the face of this young woman might be called pret - 
ty. good ſecurity of the before mentioned kind, and as her 
behaviour had been always extremely modeſt, which is 
the certain ©, 47 boa of underſtanding in women; ſhe 


had paſſed above four years at Mr Partrige's (for that was 
| E 3 the 


— Res 


— 


—— — — — wy — — 
* 


" — — 
— — — 


— — — —— —ñ3 


— „ —— 
RT rr 
* 


or fear (which is full as probable) had reſtrained him 
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the ſchoolmaſter's name, ) without creating the leaſt ſu. 
picion in her miſtreſs. Nay, ſhe had been treated with 
vncommon kindneſs, and her miſtreſs had permitted Me 
Partridge to give her thoſe inſtructions which have been 
before commemorated. 

But it is with jealouſy, as with the gout, When ſuch 
diſtempers are in the blood, there is never any ſecurity a 
gainſt their breaking out; and that often on the lighteſt 
occaſions, and when leaſt ſuſpected. 

Thus it happened to Mrs Partridge, who had ſubmits 
ted four years to her huſband's teaching this young 
woman, and had ſuffered her often to neglect her work, 
in order to purſue her learning. For paſſing by one 
day as the girl was reading, and her maſter leaning 
over her, the girl, I know not for what reaſon, ſudden- 
ly ſtarted up from her chair; and this was the br(t 
time that ſuſpicion ever entered into the head of her 
miſtreſs. 

This did not, however, at that time, diſcover itſelf, but 
lay lurking in ber mind, like a concealed enemy, who 
waits for a reinforcement of additional ſtrength, before 
he openly declares himſelf, and proceeds upon hoſtile ope- 
rations; and ſuch additional ſtrength ſoon arrived to cor» 
roborate her ſuſpicion; for not long after, the huſband 
and wife being at dinner, the maſter ſaid to his maid, 
Da mihi aliquid pctum ; upon which the poor girl ſmiled, 
perhaps at the baunets of the Latin; and when her mif- 
treſs caſt her cyes on her, bluſhed, poſſibly with the con- 


ſciouſs of having augbed at her maſter. Mrs Partridge 


upon this immediately fell into a fury, and diſcharged the 
trencher on which the was eating, at the head of poor 
Jenny, crying out, “ You impudent whore, do you play 
tricks with my huſband before my face?” and at the ſame 


inſtant, roſe from her chair, with a knife in her hand, 


with which, molt probably ſhe would have executed 
very tragical vengeance, had not the girl taken the advan- 
tage of being nearer the door than her miſtreſs, and a- 
voided her tury by running away; for, as to the poor 
buſband, whether ſurpriſe had rendered him motionleis, 


from 
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from venturing at any oppoſition, he ſat ſtaring and trem- 
bling in his chairz nor did he once offer to move or 
ſpeak, till his wife, returning from the purſuit of Jenny, 


made ſome defenſive meaſures neceſlary for his own pre- 


ſervation, and he likewiſe was obliged to retreat after 


the example of the maid. | 
This good woman was, no more than Othello, of a diſ- 


poſition, 


« To make a life of jealouſy 
- Andfollow flill the 3 of the — 


Vb freſh ſuſpicions i —— 
With her as well as him, 


,' be once in doubt, 
Was once to be reſeloꝰ d, 


ſhe, therefore, ordered Jenny immeditately to pack 
up her aws, and be gone; for that ſhe was de- 
termined the thould not fleep that night within her 
walls, 

Mr Partridge had profited too much by experience, . 
to interpoſe in a matter of this nature. He therefore 
had recourſe to his uſual receipt of patience; for, though 
he was not a great adept in Latin, he remembered, 
and well underſtood, the advice contained in theſe 


words; 
— fit, qued bene fertur onus. 


In Engliſh, © A burden becomes lighteſt, when it is 
well borne.” | 
Which he had always in his mouth; and of which, 
to hy the truth, he had often occaſion to experience the 
truth. | | . 

Jenny offered to make proteſtations of her innocence; 
dut the tempeſt was too ſtrong for her to be heard. 
She then betook herſelf to the bulineſs of packing, for 


which 2 ſmall quantity of brown paper ſufficed; and, 
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having received ber ſmall pittance of wages; ſhe return- 
ed home. | 

The ſchoolmaſter and his conſort paſſed their time un- 
pleaſantly enough that evening, but ſomething or other 
happened before the next morning, which a litte abated 
the fury of Mrs Pariridge; and the at lengih admitted her 
huſband to make his excuſes. To which ſhe gave the 
readicr belief, as he had, inſtead of defiring her to recal 
Jenny, profeſſed a ſatisfaction in her being diſmiſſed, ſays 
ing, the was vrown of little uſe as a ſervant, ſpending all 
her time in reading, and was become, moreover, very pert 
and obſtinate; for, indeed, the and her maſter had lately 
had frequent diſputes in literature; in which, as hath 
been ſaid, ſhe was become greatly his ſuperior. This, 
however, he would by no means allow; and, as he called 
ber perſiſting in the right, obſtinacy, he began to bate 
her with no-{mall inveteracy, bo 


H A F. IV. 
Containing one of the meft bloody battles, or rather duels, that 


were ever recorded in domeſbic hiſiorys 
F OR the reaſons mentioned in the preceding chapter, 
and from other matrimonial conceſſions, well knuwn 
to moſt huſbands, and which, like the ſecrets of free- 
maſonry, ſhould be divulged to none who are not mem» 
bers of that honourable fraternity, Mrs Partridge was 
pretty well ſatisfied that ſhe had condemned her huſband 
without cauſe, and endeavoured, by acts of kindneſs to 
make him amends for her falſe (ſuſpicion. Her paſſions 
were, indeed, equally violent, which ever way they in- 
clined : fer, as the could be extremely angry, ſo could 

the be altogether as fond. | 
But though theſe paſſions ordinarily ſucceed eachother, 
and ſcarce twenty four hours ever paſſed in which tle 
pedagogue was not, in ſome degree, the object of both; 
yet, on extraordinray occaſions, when the paſſion of anger 
had raged very high, the remiſſion, was uſually longer; 
and ſo was the caſe at preſent; tor the continued longer 
in a flate of affability, after zhis fit of jedlouſy was ended, 
than 


, 
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rn» MW than her huſband had ever known before; and had 

it not been for ſome, little excerciſes which all the fol- 
un- W lowers of Xantippe are obliged to perform daily, Me 
her W Partridge would have enjoyed a perfect ſerenity of ſeveral 


ted months. N 
her Perfect calms at ſea are always ſuſpected by the experi- 


the enced mariner to be the fore-runners of a ſtorm: and I 
ecal know ſome perſons who, without being generally the de- 
aye votees of ſuperſtition, are apt to apprehend, that great 
all and unuſual peace or tranquillity will be attended with 


dert its oppoſite. For which reaſon the ancients uſed on ſuch 
ely occaſions, to ſacrifice to the goddeſs Nemeſis; a deity 


ath who was thought by them to look with an invidious eye 
lis, on human felicity, and to have a peculiar delight in over- 
led turning it 

ate As we are very far from believing in any ſuch Hea- 


then goddeſs, or from encouraging any ſuperſtition, fo 
we with Mr John Fr , or ſome other ſuch philoſopher, 
would beltir himiclf a little, in order to find out the 
real cauſe ot this ſudden trantition from good to bad for- 
hat tune, which hath been ſo often remarked, and of which we 
ſhall proceed to give an inſtance; for it is our province 
to relate facts, and we ihall leave cauſes to perions of much 
er, higher genius. | 


Wn Mankind have always taken great delight in knowing 
ee- and detcanting on the actions ct- others. Hence there 
Me have been, in all ages and nations, certain places ſet a- 
Vas part for public rendezvous, where the curious might 
nd me-t, and fatisfy their mutual curioſity. Among theſe, 
to the barbers thops have juſtly borne the pre- eminence. 
ns Among the Greeks, barbers news was a proverbial 
n- expreſſion: and Horace, in one of his epiſtles, makes 
id honourable mention of the Roman barbers in the ſame 
light. 
er, > Choſe of England are known to be no wiſe inferior to 
le their Greek or Roman predeceſſors. You there ſee fo- 
N 3 reigu affairs diſcuſſed ina manner little inferior tothat with 
[% which they are handled in the coffee · houſes; and dome- 
73 {tic occurrences are much more largely and freely treated 
* iu the former, than in the latter» But this ſerves wy 
1 
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for the men. Now, whereas the females of this country, 
eſpecially thoſe of the lower order, do aſſociate themſelves 
much more than thoſe of other nations, our polity would 
be highly deficient, if they had not ſome place ſet apart 
likewiſe for the indulgence of their curioſity, ſeeing 
they are in this no-way inferior to the other half of the 
ſpecies, 

in enjoying, therefore, ſuch place of rendezvous, the 
Britiſh fair ought to eſteem themſelves more happy than 
any of their foreign ſiſters: as I do not remember either 
to have read in hiſtory, or to have ſeen in my travels, 

any thing of the like kind. RY 

This place then is no other than the chandler's 
ſhop, the known ſeat of all the news; or, as it is 
vulgarly called, goſſiping, in every parſh in England. 

Mrs Partridge being one day at this aſſembly of 
females, was aſked by one of her neighbours, if ſhe had 
heard no news lately of Jenny Jones? To which 
ſhe anſwered in the negative. Upon this the other 
replied with a ſmile, That the pariſh was much obliged 
to her for having turned Jenny away as ſhe did. 

Mrs Partridge, whoſe jealouſy, as the reader well 
Enows, was long fince cured, and who had no other 
quarrel to her maid, anſwered bodly, She did not know 
any obligation the pariſh had to her on that account; 
for ſhe belived Jenny bad ſcarce left her equal behind 
her. 1 

« No, truly,” ſaid the goſſip, © I hope not, though I 


fancy we have fluts enow too. Then you have not heard, 


it ſeems, that ſhe hath been brought to bed of two haſ- 


tards; but as they are not born here, my huſband, and- 


the other overſeer, ſays, we ſhall not be obliged to keep 
them,” | | 

« Two baſtards!” anſwered Mrs Partridge haftily, 
vou ſurpriſe me. 1 don't know whether we muſt 
keep them; but I am ſure they mult have been begotten 
here; for the wench hath not been nine months gone 
away 99 | [ 


Nothing can be ſo quick and ſudden as the oppera» 


tions of the mind, eipecially, when hope, or jealouſy, 
jag oof 
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to which the two others are but journeymen, ſet it to 
work. It occurred inſtantly to her, that Jenny had ſcarce 
ever been out of her own houſe while the lived with her. 
The leaning over the chair, the ſudden ſtarting up, the 
Latin, the ſmile, and many other things, ruſhed upon her 
all at once. The fatisf:&ion ber huſband exprefſed in 
the departure of Jenny, appeared now to be only diſ- 
ſembled : again, in the ſame inſtant, to be real; but yet 
(to confirm her jealou!y) proceeding from ſatiety, and 
a hundred other bad cauſes In a word, the was con- 
vinced of her huſband's guilt, and immediately left the 
aſſembly in confulicn. | 2 

As fair Grimalkin, who, though the youngeſt of the 
Feline family, degenerates not in terocity from the elder 
branches of her houſe, and though inferior in ſtrength, 
is equal in fierceneſs to the nobler tyger himſelf, when 
a little mouſe, whom it hath long tormented in ſport, e- 
ſcapes from her clutches, for a while frets, ſcolds, growls, 
ſwears; but if the trunk, or box, behind which the mouſe 
lay hid, be again removed, the flies like lightening on her 
prey, and with envenomed wrath, bites, ſcratches, mum- 
bles, and tears the little animal: 

Not with leſs fury did Mrs Partridge fly on the poor 
pedagogue. Her tongue, tecth, and hands, feli upon 
him at once. is wig was in an inſtant torn from his 
head, his ſhirt from his back, and from his face deſcend» 
ed five ſtreams of blood, denoting the number of claws 
with which nature had unhappily armed the enemy. 

Mr Partridge acted for ſome time on the defenſive on- 
ly; indeed he attempted only to guard his face with 
his hands: but as he found that his antagoniſt abated no- 
thing of her rage, be thought he might at leaſt, endea» 
vour to diſarm her, or rather to confine her arms; in 
doing which, her cap fell off in the ſtruggle, and her 
hair being too thort to reach her ſhoulders, erected itſelf 
on her head; her ſtays likewiſe, which were laced thro? 
one fingle hole at the bottom, burſt open; and her 
breaſts, which were much more redundant than her hair, 
hung down below her middle; her face was likewiſe 
marked with the blood of her huſband ; het teeth * 
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ed with rage; and fire, ſuch as ſparkles from a ſmith's 
forge, darted from her eyes. 0 that altogether, this 
Amazonian heroine might have been an object of terror 
to a much bolder man than Mr Partridge» 

He had at length the good fortune, by getting poſſeſ- 
fion of her arms, to render thoſe weapons, which ſhe 
wore at the ends of her fingers uſeleſs; which no ſooner 
perceived, than the ſoftneſs of her ſex prevailed over her 
rape, and ſhe preſently diſſolved in tears, which ſoon ab 
ter concluded in a fit. | 

That ſmall ſhare of ſenſe which Mr Partridge had hi- 
therto preſerved through this ſcene of fury, of the cauſe 
of which he was hitherto ignorant, now utterly aban» 
doned him. He ran inftantly into the ſtreet, hallooing 
out, that his wife was in the agonies of death, and be- 
feeching the neighbours to fly with the utmoſt haſte to 
her affiftance. Several good women obeyed his ſum- 
mons who entering his houſe, and applying the uſual 
remedies on ſuch occaſions, Mrs Partridge was, at 
— to the great joy of her huſband, brought to her- 


As ſoon as ſhe had a little recollected her ſpirits, and 
ſomewhat compoſed herſelf with a cordial, the began to 
inform the company of the manifold injuries ſhe had re- 
ceived from her huſband; who, ſhe ſaid, was not con- 
tented to injure her in her bed; but upon upbraiding 
him with it, had treated her in the crueleſt manner ima- 
ginable; had torn her cap and hair from her head, and 
her ſtays from her body, giving her, at the ſame time, 
ſeveral blows, the marks of which ſhe ſhould carry to 
the grave. | 

The poor man, who bore on his face many and more 
viſible marks of the indignation of his wife, ſtood in fi- 
lent aſtoniſhment at this accuſation ; which the reared 
will, Þ believe, bear witneſs for him, had greatly exceeds 
ed the truth; for indeed he had not (truck her once; 
and this filence being interpreted to be a confeſſion of 
the charge, by the whole court, they all hegan at once, 
una voce, to rebuke and revile him, repeating often, that 
none but a.coward ever ſtruck a woman. Fr 


Mr 
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Mr Partridge bore all this patiently ; but when his 
wife appealed to the blood on her face, as an evidence 
of his barbacity, he could not help laying claim to his 
own blood, for fo it really was; as he thought it very 
unnatural, that this ſhould riſe up (as we are taught that 
of a murdered perſon often doth) in vengeance againſt 
him. 

To this the women made no other anſwer, than that 
it was pity it had not come from his heart, inſtead of his 
face; all declaring, that if their huſbands ſhould lift their 
hands againſt them, they would have their heart's blood 
out of their bodies. 

After much admonition for what was paſt, and much 
good advice to Mr Partridge for his future behavie 
our, the company at length departed, and left the 
huſband and wife to a perſonal conference together, in 
which Mr Partridge ſoon learned the cauſe of all his 
ſufferings. 


e n A f. Vo ; 


Containing much matter to exerciſe the judgment and reflecs 
tion of the reader, | 


BELIEVE it is a true obſervation, that few ſecrets 
are divulged to one perſon only; but certainly it 
would be next to a miracle, that a fact of this kind 
ſhould be known to a whole pariſh, and not tranſpire any 
farther: 
And, indeed, a very few days had paſt, before the 
country to uſe a common phraſe, rung of the ſchool» 
maſter of Little Baddington; who was ſaid to have 
beaten his wife in the moſt cruel manner. Nay, in 
ſome places, is was reported he had murdered her; in 
others, that he had broke her arms; in others, her 
legs; in ſhort, there was ſcarce an injury which can be 
done to a human creature, but what Mrs Partridge was 
ſomewhere or other affirmed to have received from her 
huſband, | | 
Thecauſeof this quarrel was likewiſe variouſly pee 
* - Tor 
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for, as ſome people ſaid that Mrs Partridge had caught 
her huſband in bed with his maid, ſo many other reaſons 
of a very different kind, went abroad. Nay, ſome tran. 
ferred the guilt to the wife, and the jealouſy to the huſ- 
band. 

Mrs Wilkins had long ago heard of this quarrel; but, 
as a different cauſe from the true one had reached her 
ears, ſhe thought proper to conceal it; and the rather, 
perhaps, as the blame was univerſally laid on Mr Par- 
tridge; and his wife when ſhe was ſervant to Mr Allwor« 
thy, had in ſomething offended Mrs Wilkins, who was 
not of a very forgiving temper. 

But Mrs Wilkins, whoſe eyes could ſee objects at a dil. 
tance, and who could very well look forward a few years 
into futurity, had perceived a ſtrong likelihood of Captain 
Blifil's being hereafter her maſter; and, as ſhe plainly 
diſcerned, that the captam bore no great good will to the 
little foundling, ſhe fancied it would be rendering him an 
agreeable ſervice, if ſhe could make any diſcoveries that 
Might leſſen the affeftion Which Mr Allworthy ſeemed 
to have contracted for this child, and which gave viſible 
uneaſineſs to the captain, who could not entirely con- 
ceal it even before Allworthy himſelf; though his wife, 
who acted her part much better in public, frequently 
recommended to him her own example, of conniving at 
the folly of her brother, which, ſhe ſaid ſhe at leaſt as 
well perceived, and as much reſented, as any other poſſi- 
bly could. | | | 

Mrs Wilkins having therefore, by accident, gotten a 
true ſcent of the above ſtory though long after it had 
happened, failed not to ſatisfy herſelf thoroughly of all 
the particulars; and then acquainted the captain, that 
the had at laſt diſcovered the true father of the little baſe 
tard, which ſhe was ſorry, ſhe ſaid, to ſee her-maſter loſe 
mM reputation in the country, by taking ſo much notice 
Ot. 

The captain chid her for the concluſion of her ſpeech, 
as an improper aſſurance in Judging of her maſter's ac- 
tions: for if his honour, or his underſtanding, would 
dave ſuffered the captain to make an alliance with Mn 
coef | Wilkins, 
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Wilkins, his pride would by no means have admitted it, 
And, to ſay the truth, there is no conduct leſs politic, 
than to enter into any confederacy with your friend $ 
ſervants, againſt their, maſter; for, by theſe means, you 
afterwards become the flave of theſe very ſervants ; by 
whom you areconſtantly liable to be betrayed, And this 
conlideration, perhaps, it was which prevented Captain 
Blifil from being more explicit with Mrs Wilkins; or 
from encouraging the abuſe which ſhe had beſtowed on 
Allworthy. 

But though he declared no ſatis faction to Mrs Wilkins 
at this diſcovery, he enjoyed not a little from it in his 
own mind, and reſolved to make the beſt uſe of it he was 
able. 

He kept this matter along time concealed within his 
own breaſt, in hopes that Mr Allworthy might hear it 
from ſome other perſon; but Mrs Wilkins, whether ſhe 
reſented the captain's behaviour, or whether his cunning 
was beyond her, and the. feared the diſcovery might 
diſpleaſe him, never afterwards opened her lips about the 
matter. 

[ have thought it ſomewhat ſtrange, upon refleQion, 
that the houſekeeper never acquainted Mrs Blihl with 
this news, as women are more inclined to communicate 
all pieces of intelligence to their own ſex, than to ours. 
The only way, as it appears to me, of ſolving this dif- 
ficuity, is by imputing it to that diſtance which was now 
grown between the lady and the houſekeeper: whether 
this aroſe from a jealouſy in Mrs  Blitl, that Wilkins 
ſhewed too great a reſpect to the foundling ; for while 
ſhe was endeavouring to ruin the little infant, in order 
to ingratiate herſelf with the captain, the was every day 
more, and more commending it before Allworthy, as his 
fondneſs for it every day increaſed This, notwithſtand- 
ing all the care ſhe took at other times to expreſs the 


direct contrary to Mrs Blifil, perhaps offended that deli- 

cate lady, who certainly now hated Mrs Wilkins; and, 

though the did not, or poſſibly, could not abſolutely re- 

move her from her place, the found, however, the 

of making her life very uneaſy, This Mrs Wilkins, at 
F 7 
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length, ſo reſented, that ſhe very openly ſhewed all man. 
ver of reſpect and fondneſs to little Tommy, in oppoſi. 
tion to Mrs Blifil. 

The Captain, therefore, finding the ſtory in danger 
w prong at laſt took an opportunity to reveal it him. 
elf, Ss 
- He was one day engaged with Mr Allworthy in z 
diſcourſe on charity: in which the Captain, with great 
learning, proved to Mr Allworthy, that the word cha. 
. in Scripture no where means beneficence or genere 

ty. f 

„The Chriſtian religion, he ſaid, was inſtituted for 
much nobler purpoſes, than to enforce a leflon which 
many heathen philoſophers had taught us long before, 
and which, though it might perhaps be called a mera 
virtue, favoured but little of that ſublime Chriſtian like 
diſpoſition, that vaſt elevation of thought, in purity ap- 
proaching to angelic perfection, to be attained, expreſſed, 
and felt only by grace. | hoſe, he ſaid, came nearer to 
the Scripture-meaning, who underſtood by it candour, 
or the forming of a benevolent opinion of our brethren, 
and paſling a favourable judgment on their actions; a 
virtue much higher, and mere extenſive in its nature, 
than a pitiful diſtribution of arms, which, though 
we would ever fo much prejudiſe, or even ruin our 
families, could never reach many; whereas charity, in 
the other and true ſenſe, might be extended to all man- 
kind.“ ; 

He ſaid, ** Confiderig who the diſciples were, it would 
be abſurd, to conceive the doctrine of generoſity, or giving 
alms, to have been preached to them. And, as we could 
not well imagine this doctrine ſhould be preached by its 
divine Author to men who could not practiſe it, much 
leſs ſhall we think it underſtood ſo by thoſe who can prac- 
tiſe it, and do not. 

But though, continued he, there is, I am afraid, little 
merit in theſe benefactions; there would, I muſt confeſs, 
be much pleaſure in them to a good mind, if it was not 
abated by one conſideration: I mean, that we are liable 
to be impoſed upon, and to confer our choiceſt favours 
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ſatisfaction which a good 


generoſity; nay, may even make him timorous in beſtow- 
ing, leſt he ſnould be guilty of ſupporting vice, and en- 
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often on the undeſerving, as you mult own was your calc 
in your bounty to that worthleſs fellow Partridge: for 


muſt greatly leſſen the inward 
man would otherwiſe find in 


couraging the wicked; a crime of a very black dye, and 
for which it will by no means be a ſufficient excuſe, that 
we have not actually intended ſuch an encouragement: 


unleſs we have uſed the utmoſt caution in chuling thæ 


objects of our beneſicence. A conſideration which, I 

make no doubt, bath greatly checked the liberality of 

many a worthy and pious man.” 7 
Mr Allworthy anſwered, He could not diſpute 


with the Captain in the 


Greek language, and there- 


fore could ſay nothing as to the true ſenſe of the word 
which is tranſlated charity; but that he had always 
thought it was interpreted to conſiſt in action, and. 
that giving alms conſtituted at leaſt one branch of that 


virtue. 


As to the meritorious part, he ſaid, he readily agreed 
with the Captain; for where could be the merit of bare- 
ly diſcharging a duty, which, he ſaid, let the word chari- 
ty have what conſtruction it would, it ſufficiently appear» 
ed to be from the whole tenor of the New Teſtament? 
And as he thought it an indiſpenſable duty, injoined both 
by the Chriſtian law, and by the law of nature itſelf; ſo 
was it withal ſo pleaſant, that if any duty could be ſaid 
to be its own reward, or to pay us while we are diſcharg- 


ing it, it was this. 


To confeſs the truth, ſaid he, there is one degree of 
generolity (of charity | would have called it) which ſeems 
to have ſome ſhew of merit, and that is, where, from a 
principle of benevolence and Chriſtian love, we beſtow 
on another what we really want ourſelves; where, ia 
order to leſſen the diſtreſſes of another, we condeſcend 
to ihare {one part of them, by giving what even our 
own neceſſities cannot well ſpare. | his is, I think, 


meritorious but to reheve 
ſuperfluities; to be chari 


our brethren only with our 
table (I mult ule the word) 


Fa rather 
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rather at the expence of our coffers than ourſelves; to h 
fave ſeveral families from miſery rather than hang up b 
an extraordinary picture in our houſes, or gratify any other tt 
idle, ridiculous vanity, this feems to be only being human v 
creatures. Nay, | will venture to go farther, it is being h 


in ſome degree epicures: for what could the greateit 
epicure with rather than to eat with many mouths inſtead 
ot one? which, I think, may be predicated of any one 
who knews that the bread of many is owing to his own 
largeſſes. 

As to the apprehenſion of beſtowing bounty on ſuch 9 
as may heareafter prove unworthy objects, becauſe many 
have proved ſuch; ſurely it can never deter a good man 
from generoſity: I do not think a few or many examples 
of ingratitude can juſtify a man's hardening his heart 
apainit the diſtreſſes of his fellow-creatures; nor do l 
© believe it can &ver have ſuch effect on a truly benevolent 
mind. Nothing lefs than a perſuaſion of univerſal de- 
pravity can lock up the charity of a good man; and this 
perſuaſion mult lead him, I think, either into atheiſm or 
enthuſiaſm: but ſurely it is unfair to argue ſuch univer- 
ſal depravity form a few vicious individuals; nor was this, 
1 believe, ever done by a man, whv, upon ſearching his 
own mind, found one exeption to the general rule.“ He 
then concluded by aſking 4 who that Partridge was, 
whom he had called a worthleſs fellow!“ | 

I mean, ſaid the Captain, Partridge the barber, the 
ſchoolmafter, what do you call him? > Partridge, 
the father of the little child which you found in your 
bed“ 

Mr Allworthy expreſſed great ſurpriſe at this account, 
and the Captain as great at his ignorance of it; for he 
faid he had known jt above a month, and at length re- 
collected with much diflicuity that he was told it by Mrs 
Wilkins. 
Upon this, Wilkins was immediately ſummoned, who 
having confirmed what the Captain had ſaid, was by Mr 
Allworthy, by and with the Captain's advice, diſpatched 
to'Little- Baddington, to inform herlelf of the truth of 
the fact; for the Captain expreſſed great diſlike at all 
haſty 
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haſty proceedings in criminal matters, and ſaid he would 
by no means have Mr Allworthy take any reſolution ei- 
ther to the prejudice of the child or its father, before he 
was ſatisfied that the latter was guilty : for though he 
had privately ſatisfied himſelf of this from one of Par- 
tridge's neighbours, yet he was too generous to give any 
ſuch evidence to Mr Allworthy. | 
Y C H A P. VL 
The trial of Partridge, the [cholmaſter, for incontinency, the 
evidence of his wife ; a ſhort reflection on the aui, dom of our 
law : with other grave matters, which theſe will like beji 
who underſtand them moſt. 


] may be wondered that a ſtory. ſo well known, and 
which has furniſhed ſo much matter of converſation, 
ſhould never have been mentioned to Mr Allworthy him- 
ſelf, who was perhaps the only perion in that country 
who had never heard of-it. 

[ſo account in ſome meaſure for this to the reader, I. 
think proper to inform him that there was no one in the 
kingdom leis intereſted in oppoſing that doctrine concern- 
ing the meaning of the word charity, which hath been 
ſeen in the preceding chapter, than our good man. In- 
deed, he was equally intitled to this virtue in either 
ſenſe: for as no man was ever more ſenſible of the wants 
or more ready to relieve the diſtreſſes of others, ſo none 
could be more tender of their characters, or,{lower to be- 
lieve any thing to their diſadvantage. 

Scandal, therefore, never found any 
table; for as it bath been long fince obſerved, that you 
may know a man by his companions; fo I will venture 
to ſay, that by attending to the converſation at a great 
man's table, you may latis{y. yourſeif of his religion, 
his politics, his taſte, and indeed of his entire diſpo- 
ſition; for though a few odd fellows will utter their own- 
ſentiments in all places, yet much the greater part of- 
mankind have enough — the courtier to accommodate 
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their converſation to the taſte and inclination of their 
ſuperiors. | 

But to return to Mrs Wilkins, who having executed 
her commiſſion with great diſpatch, thovgh at fitteen 
miles d iſtance, brought back ſuch a confirmation of the 
ſchoolmaſter's guilt, that Mr Allworthy determined to 
ſend tor the criminal, and examine him viva voce. Mr 
Partridge, therefore, was ſummoned to attend, in order 
to his defence (if he could make any) againſt this accu- 
ſation. 

At the time appointed, before Mr Allworthy himſelf, 
at Paradite-hall, came as well the ſaid Partridge, with 
Anne his wife, as Mrs Wilkins his accuſer, 

And now Mr Allworthy being ſeated in the chair of 
juſtice, Mr Pariridge was brought before him Having 
heard his accuſation from the mouth of Mrs Wilkins, he 
pleaded, Not guilty, making many vehement proteſtations 
of his innocence. 

Mrs Partridge was then examined, who, after a modeſt 
apology for being obliged to ſpeak the truth againſt her 
huſband, related all the circumſtances with which the rea- 
der hath already been acquainted; and at laft concluded 
with ber huſband's confeſſion of hi+ guilt. 

Whether the had forgiven him or no, I will not ven- 
ture to determine: but it is certain, ſhe was an unwilling 
witneſs in this cauſe ; and jt is probable, from certain 0+ 
ther reaſons, would never have been brought ro depoſe 
as the did, had not Mrs Wilkins, with great art, fiſhed 
all out of her, at her own houſe, and had ſhe not indeed- 
made promites in Mr Allworthy's name, that the puniſh» 
ment of her huſband fhould not be ſuch as might any 
wiſe atte& his family, 

Partridge ſtill perſiſted in aſſerting bis innocence, tho? 
he admitted he had grade the above-mentioned confeſſion; 
which he, however, endeavoured to account for, by pro— 
teſting that he was forced into it by the continued impor- 
tunity the uſed, who vowed, that as ſhe was ſure of his 
guilt, ſhe would never leave tormenting him till he bad 
owned it 3 and faithfully promiſed, that, in ſuch caſe, 
ſhe would never mention it to him more, Hence, he 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, he had been induced falſely to confeſs himſelf 
guilty, though he was innocent; and that he believed 
he ſhould have confeſſed a murder from the fame mo- 
tive. | 

Mrs Partridge could not bear this imputation with pa- 
tience; and having no other remedy, in the preſent 
place, but tears, the called forth a plentiful aſſiſtance from 
them, and then addreſſing herſelf to Mr Allworthy, the 
laid, (or rather cried,) “ May it pleaſe your Worthip, 
there never was any poor woman fo injured as 1 ain by 
that baſe man: for this is not the only inſtance of his falſe- 
hood to me. No, may it pleaſe your Worthip, he hath 
injared my bed many's the good time and otten. I could 
have put up with his drunkenneſs and neglect of his bu- 
ſineſe, if he had not broke one of the ſacred com mandi- 
ments. | Beſides, if it had been out of doors, I had not 
mattered ſo much; but with my own ſervant, in my 
own houſe, under my own roof, to defile my own chaſte 
bed, which, to be ſure, he hath with his b-altly ttinking 
whores Yes, you willain, you have defiled my own 
bed, you have; and then you have charged me with 


'bullocking you into owning the truth, It is very likely, 


an't pleaſe your Worthip, that | thould bullock him — 
| have marks enow about my body to thew of his cruelty 
to me. It you had been a man, you villain, you would 
have ſcorped to injure a woman in that manner; but 
you an't half a man, you know it. Nor have you been 
half a huſband to me. You need run after whores, you 
need, when l'm ſure — And lince he provokes me, I 
am ready, an't pleaſe your Worihip, to take my bodily 
oath, that I found them a bed together. What you 
have forgot, I ſuppoſe, when you beat me into a fit, and 
made the blood run down my forchead, becauſe | only 
civilly taxed you with your adultery q; but I can prove it 
by all the neighbours. Y ou have almoſt broke my heart, 
you have, you have.” . 

Here Mr Allworthy interrupted, and begged her to be 
pacified, promiting her that {the thould have juſtice; then 
turning to Pariridge, who (ſtood agzhait, one nalf of his 
wits being hurried away by ſurprile, and the other half 

| by 
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by fear, he ſaid, He was ſorry to ſee there was ſo wicked 
a man in the world. He aſſured him, that his prevari. 
cating and lying backward and forward was a great ag- 
gravation of his guilt; for which, the only atonement he 
could make was by confeſſion and repentance. He ex- 
horted him, therefore, to begin by immediately confch 
ſing the fact, and not to perſiſt in denying what was ſo 
plainly proved againſt him, even by his own wife. 
lere, reader, | beg your patience a moment, while [ 
make a juſt compliment to the great wiſdom and ſage 
city of our law, which refuſes to admit the evidence of 2 
wife for or againſt her huſband. This, ſays a certain 
learned author, who, I believe, was never quoted before 
in any but a law-book, would be the means of creating 
an eternal diſſention between them. It would indeed, 
be the means of much perjury, and of much whipping, 
fining, imprifoning, tranſporting, and hanging. 
- Partridge ſtood a while filent, till being bid to ſpeak, 
he ſaid, he had already ſpoke the truth, and appealed to 
Heaven for his innocence; and, laſtly to the girl herſelf, 


for he was igtiorant, or at leaſt pretended to be fo, that 
ſhe had left that part of the country. 

M. Allworthy whoſe natural love of juſtice, joined to 
his coolneſs of temper, made him always a moſt patient 
magiſtrate in hearing all the witneſſes which an accuſed 
perſon could produce in his defence, agreed to defer his 
final determination of this matter till the arrrival of Jen- 
ny, for whom he immediately diſpatched a meſſenger : 
and then having recommended peace between Partridge 
and his wife, (though he addreſſed himſelf chiefly to the 
wrong perſon,) he appointed them to attend again the 
third day: for he had ſent Jenny a whole day's journey 
from his own houſe. 

At the appointed time the parties all aſſembled, when 
the meſſenger returning, brought word, that Jenny was 
not to be found: for that the had left her habitation a 
few days before, in company with a recruiting officer. 


a flut as the appearcd to be, would have deſerved no cre- 
| dit; 


_ whom he deſired his Worſhip immediately to ſend for; 


Mr Allworthy then declared, that the evidence of ſuch 
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dit; but he ſaid he could not help thinking, that had ſhe 
been preſent, and would have declared the truth, the 
muſt have confirmed what ſo many circumſtances, toge- 
ther with his own confeflion, and the declaration of his 
wife, that the had caught her huſband in the fact, did 
ſufficiently prove. He therefore once more exhorted 
Partridge to confeſs; but he ſtill avowing his innocence, 
Mr Allworthy declared himſelf ſatisfied of his guilt, and 
that he was too bad a man to receive any encouragement 
from him. He therefore deprived him of his annuity, 
and recommended repentance to him, on account of ano» 
ther world, and induſtry to maintain hiniſelf and his wife 
in this. | 

There were not, perhaps, many more unhappy per- 
ſons than poor Partridge, He had loſt the beit part of, 
lis income by the evidence of his wife, and yet was daily 
upbraded by her for having, among, other things, been 
the occaſion of depriving her of that benefit; but fuch 
was his fortune, and he was obliged to ſubmit to it. 

Though I called him poor Partridge in the laſt para» 
graph, | would have the reader rather impute that epi- 
thet to the compaſſion of my temper, than conceive it to 
be any declaration of his innocence. Whether he was 
innocent or not will perhaps appear hereafter ; but if the 
hiſtoric Muſe hath intruſted me with any ſecrets, I will 
by no means be guilty ot diſcovering them till ſhe ſhall 
give: me leave. 

Here, therefore, the reader muſt fuſpend his curioſity. 
Certain it is, that whatever was the truth of the cale, 
there was evidence more than ſufficient to convict him 
before Allworthy; indeed much lets would have fatisfied. 
a bench of juſtices on an order ot baſtardy; and yet, not- 
withitanding the poſitivenets of Mrs Partridge, who. 
wouid have taken the ſocraument upon the matter, there 
is a poſſibility that the ſchoolmaſter was entirely inno- 
cent: for though it appeared clear, on comparing the 
time when Jenny departed from Little- Baddington with. 
that of her delivery, that the had there conceived this in- 
tant; yet it by no means followed, of neceſſity, that Par- 
tridge muſt have been its father: for to omit other par- 
ticulars, 
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ticulars, there was in the ſome houſe a lad near eighteen, 
between whom and Jenny there had ſubſiſted ſufficient 
intimacy to found a reaſonable ſuſpicion; and yet, ſo 
blind is jealouſy, this circumſtance never once entered 
into the head of the enraged wife. 

Whether Partridge repented or not, according to Mr 
Allworthy's advice, is not ſo apparent. Certain it is, 
that his wife repented heartily of the evidence ſhe had 
given againſt him; eſpecially when the found Mrs Debo- 
rah had deceived her, and refuſed to make any applica. 
tion to Mr Allworthy on her behalf She had, how. 
ever, ſomewhat better ſucceſs with Mrs Blifil, who 
was, as the reader muſt have perceived, a much bets 
ter tempered womanz and very kindly undertook to 
ſolicit her brother to reſtore the annuity. In which, 
though gocd nature might have ſome ſhare, yet a 
ſtronger and more natural motive will appear in the next 
chapter. 

Theſe ſolicitations were nevertheleſs unſucceſsſul: for 
though Mr Allworthy did not think, with ſome late 
writers, that mercy conſiſts only in puniſhing offenders: 
yet he was as far from thinking that it is proper to this 
excellent quality to pardon great crimicals wantonly, 
without any reaſon whatever. Any doubtfulneſs of the 
fact, or any circumſtance of mitigation was never dif- 
regarded: but the petitions of an offender, or the inter- 
ceflions of others, did not in the leaſt affect him la 
a word, he never pardoned, becaule the offender him- 
ſelf or his friends, were unwilling that he ſhould be pu- 
nithed. 

Partridge and his wife were therefore both obliged to 
ſubmit to their fate; which was indeed ſevere enough: 
for fo far was he from doubling his induſtry on the ac- 
count of his leſſened income, that he did in a manner as 
bandon bimlelt to deſpair: and as he was by nature in- 
dolent, that vice pow increated upon him, by which 
means he loſt the little ſchool he had; ſo that neither big 
wife nor himſelf would have had any bread to eat, had 
not the charity of tome good Chriltian inter poicd, and 
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provided them with what was juſt ſufficient for their ſuſ- 
tenance. | 

As this ſupport was conveyed to them by an unknown 
hand, they imagined, and lo, | doubt not, will the reader, 
that Mr Allworthy himlelf was their ſecret benefactor; 
who, though he would not openly encourage vice, could 
yet privately relieve the diſtreſſes of the vicious theme» 
ſelves, when theſe became too exquiſite and diſproportior - 
ate to their demerit, In which light their wretchedneſs 
appeared now to Fortune herſelf; for the at length took 
pity on this miſerable couple, and conſiderably leſſened 
the wretched ſtate of Partridge, by putting a final end to 
that of his wife, who ſoon after caught the ſmall-pox and 
died. | ; 

The juſtice which Mr Allworthy had executed on Pare 
tridge, at firſt met with univerſal approbation; but no 
ſooner had he felt its conſequences, than his neighbours 
began to relent, and to compaſſionate his caſe: and pre- 
ſently after, to blame that as rigour and ſeverity which 
they before called juſtice, They now exclaimed againft 
puniſhing in cold blood, and ſang forth the praiſes of 
mercy and forgiveneſs. 

Fheſe cries were conſiderably increaſed by the death 
of Mrs Partridge, which, though owing to the diſtem- 
per above-mentioned, which is no conſequence of pc- 
verty or diſtreſs, many were not aſhamed to impute to 
Mr Allworthy's ſeverity, or, as they now termed it, cruel» 
ty. ; 
Wee having now loſt his wife, his ſchool, and 
his annuity, and the unknown perſon having now diſcon- 
tinued the laſt mentioned charity, reſolved to change the 
ſcene, and left the country, where he was in danger of 
ſtarving with the univerſal compaſſion of all his neigh- 
bours, 5 | 


CHAP, 
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I. 


A ſhort ſketch of that felicity ꝛbhicb prudent couples may ex- 
L tract from hatred ; with a ſhort apology for thoſe people who 
,” everlcok imperfections in their friends. 


1 HOUGH the Captain had effectually demoliſh- 
T ed poor Partridge, yet had he not reaped the har- 
veſt he hoped for, which was to turn the foundling out 
of Mr Allworthy's houſe. | 
On the contrary, that gentleman grew every day foude Whe 
er of little Tommy, as if he intended to counterbalance Wth 
his ſeverity to the father with extraordinary fondneſs Wol 
and affection towards the ſon. , th 
This a good deal ſoured the Captain's temper, as did N co 
all the other daily inſtances of Mr Allworthy's generoſi- 
ty: for he looked on all ſuch largeſſes to be diminutions iW w 
of his own wealth. re 

In this, we have ſaid, he did not agree with his wife; Tn 
nor, indeed, in any thing elſe : for though an affection le 
placed on the underſtandir.g, is, by many wife perſons, Ip 
thought more durable than that which is founded on t 
beauty, yet it happened otherwiſe in the preſent caſe. Ih 
Nay, the underſtanding of this couple were their princi- WW it 

| bone of contention, and one great cauſe of many t 
quarrels which from time to time aroſe between them w 
and which at laſt ended, on the ſide of the lady, in a ſo» d 
vereign contempt for her huſband; and on the huſband's, 
in an utter abhorrence of his wife. 

As theſe had hoth exerciſed their talents chiefly in 
the ſtudy of divinity, this was, from their firſt ac quain- 
tance z the moſt common topic of converſation becween 
them. The Captain, like a well-bred man, had, before 
marriage, always given up his opinion to that of the la- 
dy; and this, not in the clumſy aukward manner of a 
conceited blockhead, who, while he civilly yields to a ſu- 
perior in argument, is deſirous of being ſtill known to 
think himſelf in the right. The Captain, on the con- 
trary, though one of the proudeſt fellows in the d 
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ſo obſolutely yielded the victory to his antagoniſt, that 
ſhe, who had not the leaſt doubt of his fincerity, retired 
always from the diſpute, with an admiration of her own 
underſtanding and a love for his. | | 

But though this complaiſance to one whom the Cap» 
tain thoroughly deſpiſed; was not ſo uneaſy to him, as it 
would have been, had any hopes of preferment made it 
neceſſary to ſhew. the ſame ſubmiſſion to a Hoadly, or to 
ſome othet df great reputation inthe ſcience; yet even this 
colt him too much to be endured without ſome motive. 
Matrimony, therefore, having removed all fuch motives 
he grew weary of this condeſcenſion, and began to treat 
the opinions of his wife with that haughtineſs and in- 
ſolence, which none but thoſe who deſerve ſome contempt 
themſelves can beſtow, and thoſe only who deſet ve no 
contempt can bear. 

When the firſt torrent of tenderneſs was over, and 
when in the calm and long interval between the fits, 
reaſon. began to open the eyes of the lady, and the ſaw 
this alteration of behaviour in the Captain, who, at 
length, anſwered all her arguments only with piſh and 
plhaw, ſhe was far from enduring the indignity with a 
tame ſubmiſſion, Indeed, it at firſt ſo higbly provoked 
her, that it-migh have produced ſome tragical event, had 
it not taken a more harmleſs turn, by filling her with 
the utmoſt contempt for her huſband's underſtanding, 
which ſome what qualified her hatred towards him 
though of this likewiſe ſhethad a pretty moderate ſhare. 

The Captain's hatred to her was of a purer kind: for 
as to any imperfections in her knowledge and underſtand» 
ing, he no more deſpiſed her for them than for her not 
being ſix feet high. In his opinion of the female ſex, he 
exceeded the moroſeneſs of Ariſtotle himſelf; he looked 
on a woman as on an animal ef domeſtic uſe, of ſome what 


higher conſideration than a cat, ſince her offices were 


of rather more importance; but the difference between 
theſe two was, in his eſtimation, ſo ſmall, that, in his 
marriage contracted with Mr Allworthy's lands and te- 
nements, it would have been pretty equal which of them 
. eee ee And yet ſo tender was 


his 
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bis pride, that it felt the contempt which his wife now 
began to expreſs towards him; and this, added to the 
ſurfeit he had before taken of her love, created in him 
degree of diſguit and abhorrence perhaps hardly to be 
exceeded 

One ſituation only of the marriage ſtate is excluded 
from pleaſure; and that is, a ſtate of indifference. But 
as many of my readers, I hope, know what an exquiſite 
delight there is in conveying pleaſure to a beloved object, 
ſo ſome few, I am afraid, may have experienced the fa 
tistaction of tormenting one we hate. It is, I apprehend, 
to come at this latter pleaſure, that we ſee both ſexes 
often give up that eaſe in marriage, which they might 
otherwiſe poſſeſs, though their mate was ever fo diſa- 
greeable to them Hence the wife often puts on fits of 
love and jealouſy, nay, even denies herſelf any pleaſure, 
to diſturb and prevent thoſe of her huſband; and he as 
gain, in return, puts frequent reſtraints on himſelf, and 
ſtays at home in company which he diſlikes, in order to 
confine his wife to what ſhe equally deteſts. Hence too 
muſt flow thoſe tears which a widow ſometimes fo plen- 
tifully ſheds over the aſhes of a huſband, with whom ſhe 
led a life of conſtant diſquier and turbulency, and whom 
now {he can never hope to torment any more. 

But if ever any couple enjoyed this pleaſure, it was at 
preſent experienced by the captain and his lady. It was 
always a ſufficient reaſon to either of them to be obſtinate 
in any opinion, that the ether had previouſly aſſerted the 
contrary. If the one propoſed any amuſement, the other 
conſtantly objected to it: they never loved or hated, com- 
mended or abuſed, the ſame perſon. And for this reaſon, 
as the captain looked with an evil eye on the little found- 
ling, his wife began now to careſs it almoſt equally with 
her own child. 

The reader will be apt to conceive, that this behaviour 
between the huſband and wife did not greatly contribute 
to Mr Allworthy's repoſe, as it tended ſo little to that 
ſerene happineſs which he had deſigned for all three, 
from this alliance; but the truth is, though he might be 


a little diſappointed in his ſanguine expectations, yet he 
1 was 
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7 
was far from being acquainted with the whole matter; 
for as the Captain was, from certain obvious reaſons, 
nuch on his guard before him, the lady was obliged, for 
fear of her brother's diſpleaſure, to purſue the ſame 
conduct. In fact, it is potlible for a third perſon to be 
very intimate, nay even to live long in the fame houſe 
with a married couple, who have any tolerable diſcretion, 
and not even gueſs at the ſour ſentiments which they, 
bear to each other: for though the whole day may be 
ſometimes too ſhort for hatred, as well as for love; yet 
the many hours which they naturally ſpend together 
apart from all obſervers furniſh people of tolerabie 
moderation, with fuch ample opportunity for. the 
enjoyment of either paſſion, that if they love, they 
can ſupport being a few hours in company without toy- 
ing, or if they hate, without ſpitting in each other's 
faces. | 

It is poſſible, however, that Mr Allworthy ſaw enough 
to render him a little uneaſy; for we are not always to 
conclude, that a wiſe man is not hurt, becauſe he doth 
not cry out and lament himſelf, like thoſe of a childiſh 
or effeminate temper. But indeed it is poſlible he might 
ſee ſome faults in the Captaia without any unecaſineſs at 
all: for men of true witdom and goodneſs are contented 
to take perſons and things as they are, without complain- 
ing of their imperfections, or attempting to amend them. 
They can fee a fault in a friend, a relation, or an acquain- 
tance, without ever mentioning it to the parties them- 
ſelves, or to any others; and this often without leſſening 
their affection. Indeed, unleſs great difcerament be tem- 
pered with this overlooking diſpoſition, we ought never 
to contract friendſhip but with a degree of folly which 
we can deceive: for I hope my friends will pardon me, 
when I declare, I know none of them without a fault; 
and I ſhould be ſorry it I could imagine, I had any friend 
who could not fee mine. Forgivenets, of this kind, we 
give and demand in turn. It is an exerciſe of friendſhip, 
and perhaps none of the leaſt pleaſant. And this for- 
giveneſs we muſt beſtow, without deſire of amendment. 
There is, perhaps, no W mark of folly, than an at- 
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tempt to correct the natural infirmities of thoſe we 
love. The fineſt compoſition of human nature, 
well as the fineſt china, may have a flaw in it; and thi 
I am afraid, in either cafe, is equally incurable; though, 
phages the pattern may remain of the higheſt vn 
ue. | 

Upon the whole, then, Mr Allworthy certainly ſay 
ſome imperfections in the Captain; but, as this was a ve. 
ry artful man, and eternally upon his guard before him, 
theſe appeared to him no more than blemithes in a good 
character; which his goodneſs made him overlook, and 
his wiſdom prevented him from diſcovering to the Cap. 
tain himſelf, Very different would have been his ſent. 
ments, had he diſovered the whole; which, perhaps, 
would in time have been the caſe, had the huſband and 
wife long continued this kind of behaviour to each other; 
but this kind Fortune took effectual means to prevent, by 
forcing the Captain to do that which rendered him again 
dear to his wife, and reſtored all her tenderneſs and ab 
fection towards him. 


C H A P. VIII. 


A receipt to regain the loſt affeftions of a wife, which hath nt 
ver been known to fail in the maſi deſperate caſes 


ll HE Captain was made large amends for the un- 
pleaſant minutes which he paſſed in the converſa- 
tion of his wife, (and which were as few as he could con- 
trive to make them,) by the pleaſant meditations he en- 
joyed when alone. | 
Theſe meditations were entirely employed on Mr All 
worthy's fortune: for, firſt he exerciſed much thought 
in calculating, as well as he could, the exact value of the 
whole; which calculations he often ſaw occaſion to alter 
in his own favour: and, ſecondly, and chiefly, he pleaſed 
himſelf with intended alterations in the houſe and yar- 
dens, and projecting many other ſchemes, as well for the 
improvement of the eſtate, as of the grandeur of ibe 


place; for this purpoſe he applied himſelf to the ftudies 
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of architecture and gardening, and read over many books 


G ve on both theſe ſubjects: for theſe ſciences indeed, m- 
re ployed his whole time, and formed his only amuſement · 
chi He at laſt completed a moſt excellent plan; and very 
ough ſorry we are that it is not in our poyer to preſ-nt it to 
ft va our reader, fince even the luxury of the preſent age, I be- 
lieve, would hardly match it. It had, indeed, in a fu- 
Y fan perlative degree, the two principal ingredients which 
* 1 eig ferve to recommend all great and noble deſigns of this 
him nature; for it required an immoderate expence to exe- 
$0008 cute, and a vaſt length of time to bring it to any fort 
„and of perfection. The former of theſe, the ' immenſe 
Cie wealth of which the Captain ſuppoſed Mr Allworthy 
lent poſſeſſed, and which he thought himſelf ſure of 
haps inheriting, promiſed very effectually to ſupply; and 
d and the latter, the ſoundneſs of his own conſtitution, and 
ther;i his time of life, which was only what is called middle 
nt, by age, removed all apprehenſion of his not living to accom- 
ve plith. | 
1 . 
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Nothing was wanting to enable him to enter upon the 
immediate execution®of this plan, but the death of Mr 
Allworthy; in calculating which he had employed 
much ot his own algebra, belides purchaſing every book 
extant that treats of the value of lives, reverſions, &c. 
From all which he fatisfhed himſelf, that as he had 
every day a chance of this happening, ſo had he 
more than an even chance of its happening within a few 


years. 


But while the Captain was one day buſied in deep con- 


con. templations of this kind, one of the moſt unlucky, as well 

© en as unſeaſonuble accidents, happened to him. The utmoſt 

- Al malice of Fortune could, indeed, have contrived nothing 
ſo cruel, fo mal-a-propor, fo abſolutely deſtructive to all 

went his ſchemes. In thort, not to keep the reader iu long 

f the ſuſpence, juſt at the very inſtant when his heart was ex- 

wy ulting in meditations on the happineſs which would accrue . 

ca WI to him by Mr Allworthy's death, he himſelf—died of an 

Ber“ apoplexy. . | 

4 * This unfortunately befel the Captain as he was taking 

e his evening walk by himſelf, ſo that no body was preſent 

udies pads | 
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to lend him any aſſiſtance, if indeed any aſſiſtance could 
have peferved him. He took, therefore, meaſure of that 


hg own of foil which was now become adequate to all 


is future purpoſes, and he lay dead on the ground, a 


great (though not a living) example of the truth of that 
obſervation of Horace: 


% Ty fecanda marmora 3 
Toca ſub Hfum frinc : et ur 
vremor + firuis doimes-."? 


Which Cote, I ſhall thus give to the Engliſh reader: 
«You provide the nobleſt materia's for building, when a 
pick axe and a ſpade are only neceffary; and build houſes 
of five hundred by a hundred feet, forgetting that of ſix 
by two.” 


CHA P. IX. 
A prof of the infallibility af the foregoing receipt, in the 


lamentations of the widow ; with her ſuitable decorations 


of death, ſuch as phyſicians, &c. and an epitaph in the true 
fijie. 


R Allworthy, his fiſter and another lady, were al- 
ſembled at the accuſtomed hour in the ſupper» 
room, where, having waited a conſiderable time longer 
than uſual, Mr Allworthy firtt declared he began to 
grow uneaſy at the Captain's ſtay, (for he was always 
moiſt punctual at his meals;) and gave orders that 
the bell ſhould be rung without the doors, anti eſpecial- 
N thoſe walks which the Captain was wont to 
uſe, 
All theſe ſummons proving ineffectual, (for the Captain 
bad, by perverte accident, betaken himſelf to a new walk 
that evening, Mrs Blifil declared the was ſerioufly frights 
ened. Upon which the other lady, who was one of het 
moſt intimate acquaintance, 2nd who well knew the true 
ſrate of her affections, endeavoured all ſhe could to paci- 


fy her) telling her, To be ſure ſhe could not help be- 
ing 
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ing uneaſy; but that the ſhould hope the beſt, That, per- 
haps, the ſweetneſs of the evening had enticed the Cap» 
tain to go farther than his uſual walk; or he might be 
detained at ſome neighbour's. Mrs Blifil anſwered, No; 
ſhe was ſure ſome accidens had befallen him; for that he 
would never ſtay out without ſending her word, as he 
muſt know how unealy.it would make her. The other 
lady, having no other arguments to uſe, betook herſelf 
to the intreaties uſual on ſuch occaſions, and begged her 
not to frighten herſelf, for it might be of very ill conſe» 
uence to her own health; and, filling out a very large 
glaſs of wine, adviſed, and at laſt prevailed with her to 
drink it. | 
Mr, Allworthy now returned into the parlour; for he 
had been himſelf in ſearch after the Captain. His coun- 
tenance ſufficiently ſhewed the conſternation he was une 
d:r, which indeed had a good deal deprived him of 
ſpeech; but as grief operates variouſly on different minds, 
ſo the ſame apprehenſion which depreſſed his voice, ele- 
vated that of Mrs Blifil. She now began to bewail her- 
ſelf in very bitter terms, and floods of tears accompanied. 
her lamentations, which the lady, her companion, de- 
clared (he could not blame; but at the fame time diſſua- 
ded her from indulging; attempting to moderate the grief 
of her friend, by philoſophical obſervations on the many 
diſappointments to which human life is daily ſubject, 
which, the ſaid, was a ſufficient conlideration to fortify 
our minds againſt any accidents, how ſudden or terrible 
ſoever. She ſaid, her brother's example ought to teach 
her patience, who, though indeed he could not be ſup» 
poſed as much concerned as herſelf, yet was, doubtleis, 
very uneaſy, though his reſignations to the Divine Will. 
had reſtrained his grief within due bounds, BEA 5 
Mention not my brother,” ſaid Mrs Blifil, «I alone 
am the object of your pity. What are the terrors of 
friendſhip to what a wife feels on theſe occaſions; O he 
is loit ! Somebody hath merdered him. | ſhall ne · 
ver ſee him more“ — Here a torrent of tears had the 
lame conſequence with what the ſuppreſſion had oecaſi- 
oned to Mr Allworthy, and ſhe remained ſilent. 
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At this interval, a ſervant came running in, out of 
breath, and cried out, the Captain was found; and, be- 
fore he could proceed farther, he was followed by two 
more, bearing the dead body between them. 

Here the curious reader may obſerve another diverſity 
in the operations of grief; for as Mr Allworthy, bad 
been before filent, from the ſame cauſe which had made 


his fiiter vociferous; ſo did the preſent fight, which crew 


tears from the gentleman, put an entire ſtop to thoſe of 
the lady; who firſt gave a violent ſcream, amd preſently 
after fell into a fit. 

The room was ſoon full of ſervants; ſome of whom, 
with the lady viſitant, were employed in care of the wife; 
and others, with Mr Allworthy, aſſiſted in carrying of the 
Captain to a warm bed; where every method was tried, 
in order to reſtore him to life 
And glad thould we be, could we inform the reader, 
that both theſe bodies had been attended with equal ſuc. 
ceſs; for thoſe who undertook the care of the lady, ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that after the fit had continued a decent 
time, ſhe again revived, to their great ſatisction: but 
as to the Captain, all experiments of bleeding, chaffing, 
dropping, &c. proved ineffectual. Death, that inex- 


orable judge, had paſſed ſentence on him, and. refuſed to 


grant him a reprieve, though two doctors who arrived, 
and were fee'd at one and the ſame inſtant, were his coun- 
ſel, 

Theſe two doctors, whom, - to avoid any malicious 
applications, we ſhall diſtinguiſh by the names of Dr J. 


and Dr Z. having left his puiſe, to wit, Dr V. his right 
arm, and Dr Z. his left, both agreed that he was abſo- | 


lutely dead: but as to the diſtemper, or cauſe of his 
death, they differed; Dr Y. holding that he died of an 
apoplexy, and Dr Z. ot an epilepſy. 

Hence aroſe a diſpute between the learned men, in 
which each delivered the reaſons of their ſeveral opinions. 
Thele were of ſuch equal or, that they ſerved both to 
confirm either gpCtor in his own ſentiments, and made 
not the leaſt impr:ilion on his adverſary. 

To lay the truth, every phylician, almoſt, hath his 
favourite 
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favourite diſeaſe, to which he aſcribes all the victories 
obtained over human nature. The gout, the rhuema» 
tiſm, the ſtone, the gravel, and the conſumption, have 
all their ſeveral patrons in the faculty; and none more 
than the nervous fever, or the tever on the ſpirits. 
And here we may account for thoſe diſagreements in o- 
pinion, concerning the cauſe of a patient's death which 
ſometimes occur between the moſt learned of the col- 
lege, and which have greatly ſurpriſed that part of the 
world who have been ignorant of the fact we have above 
aflerted. 

Ihe reader may, perhaps, be ſurpriſed, that inſtead 
of endeavouring to revive the patient, the learned gen- 
tlemen thould fall immediately into a diſpute on the ac- 
caſion of his death; but, in reality, all ſuch experiments. 
had been made before their arrival: for the Captain was 
put into a warm bed had his veins ſcarified his fore bead 
chaffed, and all torts of ſtrong drops applied to his lips 
and noſtrils, Wo 

The phyſicians, therefore, finding themſelves antici- 
pated in every thing they ordered, were at a loſs how to- 
employ that portion of time which it is uſual and des 
eent to remain for their fee, and were therefore neceſſi- 
tated to find ſome ſubject or other for diſcourſe; and 
what could more naturally preſent itſelf than that be- 
fore mentioned. 

Our doctors were about to take their leave, when Mr 
Allworthy, having given over the Captain, and acqui- 
eſced in the Divine Will, began to inquire -after his 
filter, whom he deſired them to viat before their depar- 
ture, 
This lady was now recovered of her fit, and, to uſe 
the common phraſe, as well as could be expected for one 
in her condition. The doctors, therefore, all previous 
ceremonies being complied with, as this was a new pa- 
tient, attended, according to deſire, and laid hold on 
each of her hands, as they Nad before co thoſe of the 
corple, | 


The caſe of the lady was in the other extreme from 
| that 
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that of her huſband ; for, as he was paſt all the aſſiſtance 
of phylic, ſo in reality ſhe required none. 

There is nothing more unjuſt than the vulgar opinion, 
by which phyſicians are miſrepreſented as friends to 
death. On the contrary, I believe, if the number of 
thoſe who recover by phyſic could be oppoſed to that 
of the martyrs to it, the. former would rather exceed 
the latter. Nay, ſome are ſo cautious on this head, that, 
to avoid a poſſiblity of killing the patient, they abſtain 
from all methods of curing, and preſcribe nothing but what 
can neither do good nor harm. I have heard ſome of 
theſe, with great gravity, deliver it as a maxim, „ That 
Nature ſhould be left to do her own work, while the phy- 
ſician ſtands by, as it were, to clap her on the back, and 
encourage her when ſhe doth well,” 

So little then did our doCtors delight in death, that 
they diſcharged the corpſe after a ſingle fee; but they 
were not ſo diſguſted with their living patient; concern. 
ing whoſe caſe they immediately agreed, and fell to pre- 
ſcribing with great diligence. 


Whether, as the lady had, at firſt, perſuaded the phyſi- 


- Clans to believe her ili, they had now, in return, perſuaded 
her to believe herſelf fo, Iwill not determine: but ſhe 
continued a whole month with all the decorations of 
ſickneſs. During this time ſhe was viſited by phyſicians, 
attended by nurſes, and received conſtant meſſages from 
her acquaintance, to inquire after her health. 
At length, the decent time for ſickneſs and immode- 
rate grief being expired, the doctors were diſcharged, and 
the lady began to ſee company; being altered only from 
what ſhe was before, by that colour of ſadneſs in which 
ſhe had dreſſed her perſon and countenance. 

The Captain was now interred, and might, perhaps, 
have already made a large progreſs towards oblivion, had 
not the friendihip of Mr Allworthy taken care to pre- 
ſerve his memory, by the following epitaph, which was 
written by a man of as great genius as integrity, and 
one who perfectly well knew the Captain. 
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Here lyes, 


In expeCtation of a joyful riſing, 


The Body of 
Captain JOHN BLIFIL, 
LoNDON 
had the Honour of his Birth, 
OXFORD 
of his Education. 
His Parts 
were an Honour to his Profeſſion 
and to his Country: 
His Life, to his Religion 
and human Nature. 
He was a dutiful Son, 
-a tender Huſband, 
an affectionate Father, 
a moſt kind Brother, 
a ſincere Friend, 
a devout Chriſtian, 
and a good Man. 
His inconſolable Widow 
hath erected this ſtone, 
The Monument of 
His Virtues, 
and of her Affection. 
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Containing the mo/ memorable tranſafions which paſſed in is 
the family of Mr Allwortby, from the time when T ommy 
Jones arrived at the age of fourteen, till he attained the age b! 


of nineteen. In this book the reader may pick up ſome hints * 
concerning the education of children. . 
Fires 5 . 
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T HE reader will be pleaſed to remember, that, at 
the 1. of the ſecond book of this hiſtory, ve tat 
gave him a hint of our intention to paſs over ſeveral large M 
- Periods of time, in which nothing happened worthy of 
being recorded in a chronicle of this kind. _ 
In fo doing, we do not only conſult our own dignity 
And eaſe, but the good and advantage of the reader; for 
beſides that, by theſe means, we prevent him from throw- 
ing away his time, in reading bitter without pleaſure or 
emolument, we give him, at all ſuch ſeaſons, an oppor 
tunity of employing that wonderful ſagacity, of which he 
is maſter, by filling up theſe vacant ſpaces of time * 


hap. 1. FOUNDLING,. 85 
his own conjectures; for which purpoſe we have taken 
are to qualify him in the preceeding pages. 

For inſtance, what reader but knows that Mr Allwor- 
thy, felt, at firſt, for the loſs of his friend, thoſe emotions 
of grief, which, on ſuch occaſions, enter into all men 
whole hearts are not compoſed of flint, or their heads of 
a: (olid materials? Again, what reader doth not know, 
that philoſophy and religion in tine moderated, and at 

 Wealt extinguiſhed this grief; the former of theſe, teach- 
G ing the folly and vanity of it; and the latter, correcting 
* Wis as unlawful; and at- the ſame aſſuaging it, by raifing 
future hopes and aſſurances, which enable a ſtrong and 
religous mind to take leave cf a friend on his death bed 

with little leſs indiff-rence than if he was preparing for a 

long journey; and indeed with little leſs hope of ſeeing 
Whin again. 

Nor can the judicious reader be at a greater loſs on 
ſed in account of Mrs Bridget Bliſil, who, he may be aſſured, 
conducted herſelf through the whole ſeaton in which 
prief is to make its appearance on the outlide of the budy, 
zin vith the ſtricteſt regard to all the rules of cuſtom and 
decency, ſuiting the alterations of her countenance to the 
ſeveral alterations of her habit: for as this changed from 
weeds to black, from black to grey, from grey to white, 
ſo did her countenance change from diſmal to forrowful, 
from ſorrowful to ſad, and from fad to ſerious, till the 
day came in which ſhe was allowed to return to her for- 
mer ſernity. 

We have mentioned theſe two, as examp'es only of the 
talk which may be impoſed on readers of the loweſt claſs. 
Much higher and harder exerciſes of judgment and pene- 
tration may reaſonably be expected from the upper gra- 
duates incriticiſm. Many notable diſcoveries will, I doubt 
not, be made by ſuch, of the tranſaction which happened 
in the family of our worthy man, during all the y-ars 
we have thought proper to paſs over; for though no- 
thing worthy of a place in this hiſtory occurred within 
that period, yet did ſeveral incidenis happen of equal im- 
portance with thoſe reported by the daily and weekly 
hiſtorians of the age in reading which yrea Q«mbers or 

Vor. I. H perſons 
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perſons conſume a conſiderable part of their time, very 
little, I am afraid, to their emolument. Now in the con. 
jectures here propoſed, ſome of the moſt excellent facy]. 
ties of the mind may be employed to much advantage, 
ſince it is a more uſeful capacity to be able to foretel the 
actions of men, in any circumſtance, . from their charac. 
ters, than to judge of their characters from their actions. 
The former, I own, requires the greater penetration; but 
may be accompliſhed by true ſagacity, with no leſs cer. 
tainty than the latter. 

As we are ſenſible that much. the greateſt part of 
our readers are very eminently poſſeſſed of this qua 
lity, we have left them a ſpace of twelve years to exert 
it in; and ſhall now bring forth our hero, at about 
fourteen years of age, not queſtioning that many have 
been long impatient to be introduced to his acquains 
tance. 


n A FP. II. 


The hero of this great hiflory appears with uery bad oment, 
A little tale of ſo Low a kind, that ſome may think i 
not worth their notice; A wvord or two concerning « 

Juire, and more relating to a gamekeeper and a ſchok 


maſler. 


48 we determined, when we firſt ſat down to write 
this biſtory, to flatter no man, but to guide our 
pen throughout by the directions of truth, we are obli- 
ged to bring our hero on the ſtage in a much more dil. 
advantageous manner than we could with; and to declare 
honeſtly, even at his firſt appearance, that it was the uni- 
verſal opinion of all Mr Allworthy's family, that he was 
certainly born to be hanged. x 
Indeed, I am ſorry to ſay, there was too much reaſon 
for this conjecture: the lad having, from his earlieſt 
years, diſcovered a propenſity to many vices, and elpe: 
cially to one which hath as direct a tendency as any other 
to that fate, which we have juſt now obſerved to have 
been prophetically denounced againſt him, He * 
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been already convicted of three robberies, viz, of 
robbing an orchard, of ſtealing a duck out of a far- 
mer's yard, and of picking Maſter Blifil's pocket of a 
ball. 

The vices of this young man were, moreover, heigh- 
tened by the diſad vantageous light in which they appear- 
ed, when oppoſed to the virtues of Mr Blifil his com pa- 
nion; a youth of ſo different a caſt from little Jones, 
that not only the family, but all the neighbourhood, re- 
ſounded his praiſes. He was, indeed, a lad of a remark- 
able diſpoſition; ſober, diſcreet, and pious beyond his 
age; qualities which gained him the love of every one 
who knew him whilſt Tom Jones was univerlally diſlik- 
ed and many expreſſed, their wonder that Aworthy 
would ſuffer iuch a lad to be educated with his nephew, 
teſt the morals of the latter thuald be corrup:ed by his 
example. | 

An incident which happened about this time, will fer 
the character of theſe two lads more fairly before the dit- 
cerning reader, than is in the power of the longeſt diſſer- 
tation. | | 

Tom Jones, who, bad as he is, muſt ſerve for the hers 


ok this hiſtory, and only one friend among all the ſer- 


vants of the family for, as to Mrs Wilkins, the had long 
fnce given him up, and was perfectly reconciled to her 
miſtreſs. This friend was the gamekeeper, a fellow of 
a looſe kind of diſpoſition, and who was thought not 
to entertain much ſtricter notions concerning the differs 
ence of meun and tuum then the young gentleman him- 
ſelf, And hence this friendſhip gave occaſion to many 
ſarcaſtical remarks among the domeſtics, moſt of which 
were either proverbs before, or, at leaſt, are become ſo 
now; and indeed, the wit of them all may be compriſed 
in that ſhort Latin proverb, Ne/citur a ſocio,” which, 1 
think, is thus expreſſed in Englith, * You may know him 
«by the company he keeps.” 

To ſay the truth, ſome of that atrocious wickedneſs 
in Jones, of which we bave juit mentioned three exam- 
ples, might, perhaps, be derived from the encourage- 
ment he had received from this fellow, who, in two or 


=” three 
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three inſtances, had been what the law calls an acceſſory 
after the fact. For the whole duck, and great part of the 
apples, were converted to the uſe of the gamekeeper and 
his family; though, as Jones alone was diſcovered, the 
poor lad bore, not only the whole ſmart, but the whole 
blame; both which fell again to his lot on the fellowing 
occaſion. | 

Contignous to Mr Allworthy's eſtate, was the mangr 
of one of thoſe gentlemen who are called preſervers d 
the game. This ſpecies of men, from the great ſeveriy 
with which they revenge the death of a hare or a par. 
tridge, might be thought to cultivate the ſame ſuperititi 
o with the Bannians in India; many of whom, we are 
told, Jedicate their whole lives to the preſervation and 
portection of certain animals; was it not that our En. 
gliſh Bannians, while they preſerve them from other e- 
nemies, will muſt anmercifully laugbter whole horſe. 
loads themſelves; ſo that they ſtand clearly acquitted of 
any ſuch heatheniſh ſuperſtition. | | 

I bave, indeed, a much beiter opinion of this kind of 
men than is entertained by ſome, as I take them to anſwer 
the order of nature, and the good purpoſes for which they 
were ordained, in a more ample manner than many other 
Now, as Horace tells us, that there are a ſet of human 
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Fruges canſumere nati : 


Born to conſume the fruits of the earth:“ ſo, I make 
no manner of doubt but there are others, 


Feras conſumere nat! * 
| Born to conſume the beaſts of the field;” or, as it it 
commonly called, the game; and none, I believe, will 
deny, but that thoſe ſquires fulfil this end of their crez 
tion. | 
Little Jones went one day a ſhooting with the game 
keeper; when, bappening to ſpring a covey of par- 
tridges near the border of that manor over which for. 
tune, 
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tune, to fulfil the wiſe purpoſes of nature, had planted 
one of the game conſumers, the birds flew into, it, and 
were marked (as it is called) by two ſportſmen, in ſome 
ſurze buſhes about two or three hundred paces beyond 
Mr Allworthy's dominions. 

Mr Allworthy had given the fellow ſtrict orders, on 
pain of forfeiting his place, never to treſpaſs on any of 
his neighbours; no more on thoſe who were lefs rigid in 
this matter, than on the lord of this manor. With re- 
gard to others, indeed, theſe orders had not been always 
very ſcrupulouſly kept; but as the diſpoſition of the gen- 
tleman with whom the partridges had taken ſanctuary 


was well known, the gamckeeper had never yet attempt» 
'ed to invade his territories, 


Nor had he done it now, 
had not the younger ſportſman, who was exceſſively eager 
to purſue: the flying game, over-perſwaded him; but 


Jones being very unportunate, the other, who was him- 


ſelf keen enough after the ſport, yielded to his per- 
ſuaſions, entered the manor, and thot one of the par- 
tridges. 158. — 

The gentleman himſelf was at that time om horſeback, 
at a litrle diſtance from them; and hearing the gun go 
off, he immediately made towards the place, and diſco- 
vered poor Tom: for the gamekeeper had leapt into the 
thickeſt part of the furze break, where be had happily 
concealed himſelf: | 

The gentleman having ſearched the lad, and found 
the partridge upon him, denounced great vengeance, 
ſwearing he would acquaint Mr Ailworihy. tie was 
as good as his word; for he rode immediately to his 
houſe, and complained of the treſpaſs on his manor, in as 
high terms, and as bitter language, as it his houte had 
been broken open, and the moſt valuabe furniture itole 
out of it. He added, that ſome other perſon was in his 
company, though he could not diſcover im: for 
that two guns had been diſcharged almoit in the fame in- 
ſtant. And, ſays he, „we have found only this partridgez- 
but the Lord knows what miſchief they have done.“ 

At his return home, Tom was prelently convened be- 


fore Mr Allworthy. ke owned the lact, and alledged uo 
H. ; other 
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other excuſe but what was really true, viz that the 
covey was originally ſprung in Nr Allworthy's own mas 
ner. 

Tom was then interrogated who was with him, which 
Mr Allworthy declared he was reſolved to know, ac 
quainting the culprit with the circumitances of the two 
guns, which had been depoſed by the Squire and both 
his fervants; but Tom ſtoutly perſiſted in aſſerting that 
he was alone; yet, to ſay the truth, he heſitated a little at 
firſt, which would have confirmed Mr àllwortby's belief, 
had What the Squire and his ſervants jaid, wanted any furs 
ther confirmation. : 

The gamekeeper being a ſuſpected perſon, was now 
ſent for, and the queſtion put to him but be, relying on 
the promiſe which Com had made him, to take all upon 
himſelf, very reſolutely denied being in company with the 
young gentleman, or indeed having ſeen him the whole 
afternoon, 

Mr Allworthy then turned towards Tom, with more 
than uſual anger in his countenance, and adviſed him to 
confeſs whe was with him; repeating, that he was re- 
ſolved to know. The lad, however, fiillt maintained his 
reſolution, and was diſmifled with much wrath by Mr 
Allworthy, who told him, he ſhould have to the next 
morning to conſider of it, when he thould be queſtioned 


by another perſon, and in another manner. 


Poor Jones ſpent a very melancholy night; and the 
more fo, as he was without his uſual companion; for 
Mr Blifil was gone abroad on a viſit with his motber, 
Fear of the puniſhment he was to ſuffer was on this oc- 
caſion his leaſt evil; his chief anxiety being, left his con- 
ſtancy ſhould fail bim, and he ſhould be brought to be- 
tray the gamekeeper, whoſe ruin he knew mult now be 
the conſequence. . 

Nor did the gamekeeper pals his time much better. 


He had the ſame apprehenſions with the youth; for whoſe 


honour he had likewiſe a much tenderer regard than tor 

his ſkin- ; 

. In the morning, when Tom attended the reverend Mr 

Thwackum, the perſon to whom Mr Allworthy had con 
. | mitt 
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nat the mitted the inſtruction of the two boys, he had the fame 
n ma · ¶ queſtions put to him by that gentleman which he had 
been aſked the evening before, to which he returned the 
which ame anſwers. The conſequence of this was, ſo ſevere a 
v, ace MW whipping, that it poſſibly fell little ſhort ot the torture 
ie two with which confeſſions are in fome countries extorted 
both W from criminals. 
g tha MW Tom bore his puniſhment with great reſolution: and 
tle at though his maſter aſked him between every ſtroke, whe» 
belief, Wther he would not confeſs, he was contented to be flea'd 
y furs Wrather than betray his friend, or break the promiſe he 
had made. 
now The gamekeeper was now relieved from his anxiety, 
ng on Wand Mr Allworthy himſelf began to be concerned at 
upon Tom's ſufferings: for, beſides that Mr Thwackum, being 
th the highly enraged that he was not able to make the boy ſay 
whole what he bimſelf pleaſed, had carried his ſeverity much 
beyond the good man's intention, this latter began now ' 
to ſuſpect that the ſquire was miſtaken; which his ex- 
treme eagerneſs and anger ſeemed to make probable; and 
for what the ſervants had ſaid in confirmation of theiv 
maſter's account, he laid no great ſireſs upon that, 
Now, as cruelty and injuſtice were two ideas, of which 
Mr Allworthy could by no means ſupport the conſciouſ- 
neſs a (ingle moment, be ſent for Tom, and after many 
kind and friendly exhortations, ſaid, I am convinced, 
d the my dear child, that my ſuſpicions have wronged you; [ 
; for Fam ſorry that you have been ſo ſeverely puniſhed on this 
tber. FWaccount,” -— And at laſt gave him a little horſe to make 
is OC» on amends; again repeating his ſorrow for what bad 
con- paſt. | | 
o be- Tom's guilt now flew in his face more than any ſeverity 
»w be Would make it. He could more cafily bear the laſhes of 
Thwackum, than the generoſity of Allvorthy. The tears 
etter · ¶burſt from his eyes, and he fell upon his knees, crying, 
vhoſe “ Oh! Sir, you are too good to me. Indeed you are. In- 
n tor Ndeed I don't deſerve it.” And at that very inſtant, from 
he fullae(s of his heart, had almoſt betrayed the ſecret 
d Me but the good genius of the gamekeeper ſuggeſted to him 
com- 5 5 what 
itted 
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what might he the conſequence to the poor fellow, aul 
this conſideration ſealed his lips. 

Thwackum did all he could to diſſuade Allworthy from 
ſhewing any compaſſion or kindneſs to the boy, ſaying, 
« He had per ſiſted in an untruth;”” and gave fome hint 
that a ſecond whipping might probably bring the matte 
to light. 

But Mr Allworthy abfolutely refuſed to conſent to the 

experiment. He (aid the boy had ſuffered enough already 
for concealing the truth, even if he was guilty, ſeeing that 
he could have no motive but a miſtaken point of honour 
for ſo doing. | Me 6 
„ Honour! cry'd Thwackum, with ſome warmth, m 
ſtubbornneſs and obſtinacy! Can honour teach any one 
to tell a lie? or can any honour exiſt independent of rel. 
ion ** * . 
This diſcourſe happened at table when dinner was juſt 
ended; and there were prefent Mr Allworthy, Mr 
_ "Thwackum, and a third gentleman, who now entered into 
the debate, and whom, before we proceed any far 
ther, we {hall briefly introduce to our reader's 'acquait 
_ tance. e 
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r. uM 


The character of Mr Square the philoſopher, and of M 
Thwackum the divine ; with a diſpute concerning. 


HE name of this gentleman, who had then reſided 

ſome time at Mr Allworthy's houſe, was Mr Square 
His natural parts were not of the firſt rates but he had 

greatly improved them by a learned education ite w2 
deeply read in the Ancients, anda profeſſed maſter ot a 

the works of Plato and Ariſtotle: upon which great me 
dels he had principally formed bimſelf, ſometimes 3 
cording to the opinions of the one, and fomerims 

with that of the other, ln morals he was a profile 
Platoniſt, and in religion he inclined to be an vriſtviel 
But though he had, as we have ſaid, formed his mora 
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In the Platonic model, yet he perfectly agreed with the 


pinion of Ariſtotle, in conſidering that great man rather 
in the quality of a philoſoper or a ſpeculatiſt, than as a 
legiſlator. This ſentiment he carried a great way; in- 
deed, ſo far as to regard all virtue as matter of theory 
only. This it is true, he never affirmed, as I have heard, 
to any one; and yet, upon the leaſt attention to his con- 
t to thefW duct, | cannor help thinking it was his real opinion, as 
 alreadyMWit will perfectly reconcile ſome contradictions, which 
ing tha might otherwiſe appear in his character. 
honow his gentleman and Mr Thwackum ſcarce ever met 
without a ditputation; for their tenets were indeed dia- 
h, mereſWmctrically oppoſite to each other. Square beld human 
any one nature to be the perfection of all virtue, and that vice 
of reli-Wwas a deviation from our pature, in the ſame manner as 
aeformity of body is. Thwackum, on the contrary, 
was jule maintained, that the human mind, fince the fall, was no- 
hy, Mrthing but a ſink of iniquity, till purified and redeemed 
red into by grace. In one point only they agreed, which was, 
ny farin all their diſcourſes on mcrality never to mention the 
cquainWword goodneſs. The favourite phraſe of the former was, 
the natural beauty of virtue; that of the latter was, the 
divine power of grace. Ihe former meaſured all ac- 
tions by the unalterable rule of right, and the eternal 
fitneſs of things; the latter decided all matters by au- 
thority; but in doing this, he always uſed the Scriptures 
and. their commentators, as the laywer doth his Coke 
upon Littleton, where the comment is of equal authority 
with the text, | | 
Square After this ſhort introduction, the reader will be pleaſed 
t he balſſſto remember that the parſon had concluded his ſpeech 
me WWvith a triumphant queſtion, to which he had apprehend» 
er ot alfed no aniwer, viz. Can any bonour exiſt independent of 
reat mo religion? | 
mes ll lo this Square anſwered, that it was impoſlible to diſ- 
me! imaFcourte philotophically concerning words, till their mean- 
xrof. (ſedfing was firſt eſtabliſhed: that there were ſcarce any 
riſt 0.c\two words of a more vague and uncertain ſignification, 
han the two be had mentioned; for that there were al- 
noſt as many different opinions concerning honour as 
| concerning 


ook 
W, and 


hy from 
, faying 
ne hint 
matt 


of M 


1 relided 


is mora 


94 The HISTORY ofa Book II 


Toncerning religion. „But, ſays he, if by honour von 
mean the true natural beauty of virtue, I will maintain 
it may exiſt independent of any religion whatever, 
Nay, added he, you, yourſelf will allow it may exif 
independent of all but one; fo will a Mahometan, 3 
Jew, and all the maintainers of all the different ſeQs ini 
the world.” | 
Thwackum replied, this was arguing with rhe uſuil 
- malice of all the enemies to the true church. He aid, 
he doubted not but that all the infidels and heretics in 
the world would, if they could, confine honour to their 
own abſurd errors, and damnable deceptions ; * but ho-. 
nour, ſays he, is not therefore manifold, becauſe there 
are many abſurd opinions about it; nor is religion an. 
nifold, becauſe there are various ſects and hereſies in the 
world. When I mention religion, I mean the Chriſtian 
religion; and not only the Chriſtian religion, but the 
Proteſtant religion; and not only the Proteſtant religion, 
| but the church of England. And when I mention ho- 
nour, | mean that mode of divine grace which is not on- 
-ly conſiſtent with, but dependent upon this religion, 
and is conſiſtent with, and dependent upon no other,. 
Now, to ſay that the honour I here mean, and which; 
was, I thought, all the honour I could be ſuppoſed 
to mean, will uphold, much leſs dictate, an untruth, 
is to aſſert on abſurdity too ſhocking to be conceiy- 
ed.“ BF, 
« I purpoſely avoided, ſays Square, drawing a con- 
eluſion which I thought evident from what I have aid; 
but if you perceived it, I am ſure you have not attempts 
ed to anſwer it. However, to drop the article of relig| 
on, I think ir is plain, from what you have faid, that 
we have different ideas of honour; or why do wt 
not agree in the ſame terms of its explanation? I hay 
aſſerted, that true honour and true virtue are almoll ly 
nonimous terms, and they are both founded on the uns 
alterable rule of right, and the eternal fitneſs of things; 
to which an untruth being abſolutely repugnant and con 
tray, it is certain that true honour cannot ſupport an u 


Tuth- In this, therefore, I think we are agreed; but thx 
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his honour can be ſaid to be founded on religion, to 


ich it is antecedent, if by religion be meant any poſi- 
ive law.” i 
« ] Agree, anſwered Thwackum, with great warmth, 
vith a man Who aſſerts honour to be antecedent to reli- 
ion! — Mr Allworthy, did I agree?” 
He was proceeding, when Mr Allworthy interpoſed, 
ellingthem very coldly, they had both miſtaken his mean- 
ng: for that he had ſaid nothing of true honour. —lt is 
dollible, however, he would not have eaſily quieted the 
Jiſputants, who were growing equally warm, had not an- 
ther matter now fallen out, which put a final end to the 
onverſation at preſent. | 


Cl & Bo: 
mtaining a neceſſary apology for the author and a childiſh 
incident, which perhaps requires an apology likewiſe. 


EFORE I proceed farther, I ſhall beg leave to ob- 
viate ſome miſconſtructions, into which the zeal of 
Me few readers may lead them; for I would not willing; 
give offence to any, eſpecially to men who are warm in 
be cauſe of virtue or religion. 
| hope, therefore, no man will, by the groſſeſt miſun- 
erſtanding or perverſion of my meaning, miſrepreſent 
ne, as endeavouring to caſt any ridicule on the greateſt + 
prefections of human nature; and which do, indeed, a- 
one purify and ennoble the heart of man; and raiſe him 
bove the brute creation. This, reader, I will venture 
o ſay, (and by how much the better man you are yours 
It, by ſo much the more will you be inclined to believe 
e,) that I would rather have buried the ſentiments of 
ele two perſons in eternal oblivion, than have done 
ny injury to either of theſe glorious cauſes 
On the contrary, it is with-a view to their ſervice that 
have taken upon me to record the lives and actions of 
vo of their falſe and pretended champions. A treacher- 
us friend is the molt dangerous enemy3z. and I will. lax 
vidly, that both religion and virtue have received * 
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real difcredit from hypocrites, than the wittieſt profligate 
or infidels could ever caſt upon them: nay, farther, as 
theſe two, in their purity, are rightly called the bands of 
civil ſociety, and are indeed the greateſt of bleſlings; fo 
when poiſoned and corrupted with fraud, pretence, and 
affectation, they have become the worſt of civil curſes, 
and have enabled men to perpetrate the moſt cruel miſe 
chiefs to their own ſpecies. 

Indeed, | doubt not but this ridicule will in general be 
allowed; my chief apprehenſion is, as many true and juſt 
ſentiments often came from the mouths of theſe perſons, 
leſt the whole thould be taken together, and I ſhould be 
conceived to ridicule all alike. Now the reader will be 
pleaſed to conſider, that as neither of theſe men were 
fools, they could not be ſuppoſed to have holden none but 
wrong principles, and to have uttered nothing but ab- 
ſurdities what injuſtice, therefore, much I have done to 
their characters, had | ſelected only what was bad, and 
how horribly wretched and maimed mult their arguments 
have appeared | 

Upon the whole, it is not 'religion or virtue, but the 
want of them, which is here expoſed. Had not Thwack⸗ 
um too much neglected virtue, and Square religion, in 
the compolition, of their ſeveral ſyſtems, and had 
not both utterly diſcarded all natural goodneſs of 
heart, they had never been repreſented as the object 
of deriſion in this hiſtory; in which we will now pro- 
ceed. 

his matter, then, which put an end to the debate 
mentioned in the laſt chapter, was no other than a quarrel 
between Mr Blifil and Tom Jones, the conſequence of 
which had been a bloody noſe to the former; for though 
Mr Blifil, notwithſtanding he was the younger, wa: in ſite 
above the other's match, yet Tom was much his ſuperior 
at the noble art of boxing. 

Tom, however, cautiouſly avoided all engagements 
with that youth; for beſides that lommy Jones was an 
inoffendive lad amidſt all his roguery, and real 


loved Blifil, Nr Lbwackum being always the ſecond 
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f the latter, and, have been ſutficient to deter 
bim. ; 
But well ſays a certain author, NA man is wiſe at all 
ours; it is therefore no wonder that a boy is not ſo. A 
liference-ariling at play between the two lads, Mr Blifil 
aled Toma beggarly battard. Upon which the latter, who 
as ſome what paſſionate in his diſpoſition, immediately 
auled that phænomenon in the face of the ene which 
re have above remembered. | 
Mr Blifl now, with his blood running from; his noſe, 
nd the tears galloping after from his cyes, appears 
d before his uncle and the tremendous Thwackum: 
a which court an indictment of aflault, battery, 
od wounding, was inſtantly preferred againſt Lom; 
cho, in his excuſe, only pleaded the provocation, 
phich was indeed all the matter that Mr Bufit had o- 
vitted, * 
t is indeed poſſible that this circumſtance might have: 
ſcaped his memory; for, -in his reply, he poſitively in- 
ited, that he had made uſe of no ſuch appellation; add- 
g,“ Heaven forbid ſuch naughty words ſhould ever 
ome out of his mouth 4 
Tom, though againſt all form of law, rejoined in af- 
Irm2nce of the w: ds. Upon which Mr Blifil ſaid, ** It 
no wonder; thoſe who will tell one ib, will hardly 
ick at another. If I had told my maſter ſuch a wicked 
Ib as you have done, 1 ſhould be aſhamed to ſhew my 
aces” 

% What fib, child? cries Thwackum, pretty eagerly. 
Why, he told you that no body was with him a ſhoots 
vp, when he killed the partridge; but he knows, (here 
e burſt into a flood of tears,) yes he knows; for he con- 
eſſed it to me, that Black George the gamekeeper was 
here. Nay, he ſaid.— yes you did, —deny it if you can, 
hat you would not have contels'd the truth, tho' maſter 


had cut you to pieces.” 


At this the fire damned from ee s eyes, aud he 


ried out in triumph, „Ohl ob! this is your miſtaken 


tion of honour l this is the boy who was not to be whip» 
ed again!” But Mr Allworthy, with a more gentle al- 
Vol. I. I pet, 


98 The HISTORY of a Book II 


pect, turned towards the lad, and ſaid, Is this true, 
child? How came you to perſiſt ſo obſtinately in a falſe 
hood?“ | ; 

Tom ſaid, “ He ſcorned a lie as much as any one, bu 
he thought his honour engaged him to act as he did; fo 
he had promiled the poor fellow to concea} him: which?! 
he faid, “he thought himſelf farther obliged to, as the 
gamekeeper had begged him nor to go into the gentle. 
man's manor, and had at laſt gone himſelf in compliance 
with his perſuaſions.“ tHe faid, this was the whole truth 
of the matter, and he would take his oath of it; and cons 
cluded with very paſſionately begging Mr 4liworthy, 49 
have compaſſion on the poor fellow's family, eſpecially u 
he himfelt only had been guilty, and the other had been 
very Ciflicultly prevailed on to do what he did. Indeed, 


for rhe poor fellow was entirely innocent of the whole 


my little horſe away again; but pray, Sir, forgive po 
George.” 5 | 
Mr Allworthy heſitated a few moments, and then di- 
miſled the buys, adviſing them to live more friendly and 
peaceably together. | 


wo 


ena. . 


T he opinion of the di vineand the philoſopher concer ning the tu 
boys ; with ſome reaſons of their opinions, and other mate 
fer. | * 


been communicated in the utmoſt confidence to him 
young Blifil preſerved his companion from a good lah 
ing: for the offence of the bloody noſe would have bee! 
of itſelf ſufficient cauſe for Thwackum to have procee 
ed to correction; but now this'was totally abſorbed it 
the conſideration of the other matter; and with 


gard to this, Mr Allworthy declared privately, he _ 
"Fa ' the 


- 


Sir, ſaid he, it could hardly be called a lie that I told; 
matter. I ſhould have gone alone after the birds; na 


1 did go at firſt, and be only followed me to prevent 
more miſchief. Do, pray ir, let me be puniſhed; tab 


I is probable, that by diſcloſing this ſecret, which hall 
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he boy deſerved reward rather than puniſhment; ſo 
hat [hwackum's hand was with-held by a general par- 
gon. | 

Thwackum, whoſe meditations were full of birch, ex- 
aimed againſt this weak, and, as he ſaid he would ven- 
ure to call it, wicked lenity. To remit the puniſhment 
f ſuch crimes was he ſaid to encourage them. He en- 
rged much on the correction of children, and quoted 
any texts from Solomon and others; which being to 
de found in ſo many other books, ſhall not be found here. 
He then applied himſelf to the vice of lying, on which 
ead he was altogether as learned as he had beea on the 
other. 
Square ſaid, he had been endeavouring to reconcile 
he behaviour of Lom with his idea of perfect virtue; 
hut could not. tHe owned there was ſomething waich at 
Irit fight appeared like fortitude in the action: but as 
ortitude was a virtue, and falſehood a vice, they could 
by no means agree or unite. together. He added, that 
ws this was in ſome meaſure to confound virtue and vice, 
t might be worth Mr Thwackum's conſideration, whe- 
her a larger caſtigation might not be laid on, upon that 
account. | 1 BY 
| As both theſe learned men concurred in cenſuring 
fones, ſo were they no leſs unanimous in àpplauding Me 
Blifil. To bring truth to light, was by the parſon aſſert- 
to be the duty of every religious man; and by the phi» 
loſopher this was declared to be highly conformable with 
he rule of right, and the eternal and uaalterable fitneſs 
of things. | 

All this, however, weighed very little with Me Allwor- 
thy, He could not be prevailed on to ſign the warrant 


for the execution of Jones. There was ſomething with- 


in his own breaſt, with which the invincible fidelity which 
tha! youth had preſerved, correſponded much better than 
it had done with the religion of Phwackum, or with the 
virtue of Square. He therefore itrictly ordered the 


former of theſe gentlemen to abſtain from laying violent 
hands on Tom for what had pait. The pedagogue 
vas obliged to obey thoſe orders; but not without great 


reluctance,, 
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reluctance, and frequent mutterings, that the boy would 
be certainly ſpoiled. | 

Towards the game-keeper the good man behaved with 
wore ſeverity, He preſently ſummoned that poor fal. 
low before him, and, after many bitter remonſtrances, 
paid him his wages, and diſmmled him from his ſervice; 
tor Mr Allworthy rightly obſerved, that there was a 
great difference between being guilty of a faſehocd to 
excuſe youͤrſelf, and to excuſe another. He like wiſe ur- 
ged, as the principal motive to his inflexible ſeverity a- 
gainſt this man, that he had baſely ſuffered Tom Jones 
to undergo ſo heavy puniſhment for his ſake, Whercas he 
ought to have prevented it, by making the diſcovery him 
ſel:, 

When this ſtory became public, many people differed 
from Square any hvackum, in judying the conduct of 
the two lads on the occaſion. Mr Blihi was generally 
called x ſneaking raſcal, a poor ſpirited wretch, with 0- 
ther epithets of the like kind; whilit Lom was honours 
ed with the appellations of a brave lad, a jolly dog, aid 
an honeſt fellow. Indeed his behaviour to Black Gcorge 
much ingratiated him with all the ſervants; for though 
that fellow was before univerſally diſhked, yet he was 0 
ſooner turned away, than he was as univerſally. piticd; 
and the friendthip and gallantry of lom Jones was cele- 
brated by them all, with the higheſt applauſe; and they 
condemned Mr }} itil, as openly as they durſt, without in- 
curring the danger of offending his mother» For all this, 
however, poor Fom ſmarted in the fleih; for though 
Thwackum had been inhibited to exerciſe his arms on the 
foregoing account, yet, as the proverb ſays, It is caly t0 
find a ſtick, &c. ſo it — to finda rod; and, indced, 
the not being able to find ne was the only thing which 
could have kept Lhwackum any long time from chaſi- 
ſing poor Jones. | | 

Had the bare delight in the ſport been the only induc 
ment to the pedagogue, it is probable Mr Blitil would 
likely have had his thare; but though Mr Allworthf 
had given him frequent orders to make no difference 
between the lads, yet was lhwackum altogether as * 
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and gentle to this youth, as he was harſh, nay even bar- 
barous, to the other. To ſay the truth, Blifil had great- 
ly gained his maſter's affections; partly by the profound 
reſpect he always ſhewed his perſon, but much more by 
the decent reverence with which he received his doc- 
trine; for he had got by heart, and frequently repeated 
his phraſes, and maintained all his maſter's religious 
principles, with a zeal which was ſurpriſing in one fo: 
young, and which greatly endeared him to the worthy 
preceptor. a in | 
Tom Jones, on the other hand, was not only deficient 
in outward-tokens of reſpect, often forgetting to pul} off 
his hat, or bow at his maſter's approach; but was altoge- 
ther as unmindful both of his maſter's precepts and ex- 
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ample. He was indeed a thoughtleſs, giddy youth, with 


little ſobriety in his manners; and leis in his counte- 
nance; and would often very impudently and indecently 
hugh at his companion for his ſerious behaviour. | 

Mr Square had the ſame reaſon for his preference of 
the former lad; for Tom Jones ſhewed no more regard 
to the learned diſcourſes which this gentleman would 
ſometimes throw away upon him, than to thoſe of 
Thwackum. He once ventured to make a jeſt of the 
rule of right; and at another time ſaid, te believed 
there was no rule in the world capable of making ſuch a 
man as his father, (tor ſo Mr Allworthy ſuſſered himſelf 
to be called) 1; 2 

Mr. Blifil, on the contrary, had addreſs enough at ſix- 
teen to recommend himſelf at one and the ſame time to 
both thete oppoſites. With one he was all religion, with 
the other he was all virtue; and when both were preleut, 
he was profoundly ſilent, which both interpreted in his 
favour and in their own. 1 7 of? Nn 

Nor was Blifil contented with flattering both theſe 
gentlemen to their faces; he took frequent occations of 
praiſing them behind their backs to Allworthy; before 
whom, when they two were alone, and his uncle com- 
mended any religious or virtuous ſentiments, (for many 
ſuch came conſtantly from him,) he ſeldom failed to a- 


ſcribed it to the good inſtructions he had received from- 
12 eicher 
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either Thwackum or Squares for he knew his uncle re. 
peated all ſuch compliments to the perſons for whole ufe 
they were meant; and he found, by experience, the 
great impreſſions which they made on the philoſs. 
pher, as well as on the divine: for, to fay the truth, 
, vane! is no kind of flattery fo irreſiſtable as this, at ſecond 

an | 
Ihe young gentlemen, moreover, foon percived how 
extremely grateful all theſe panegyrics on his inftruCtory 
were to r Allworthy himſelf, as they ſo loudly reſound- 
ed the praiſe of that ſingular plan of education which 
he bad laid down: for this worthy man having obſer. 
ved the imperfect inſtitution of our public ſchools, and 
the many vices which boys were there liable to learn, 
had reſolved to educate his nephew, as well as the other 
lad, whom he had in a manner adopted, in his own 
houſe; where he thought their morals would eſcape 
all that danger of being corrupted, to which they would 
be unavoidably expoſed in any public ſchool or univer- 
ſity. 

Having therefore determined to commit theſe: boy 
to the tuition of a private tutor, Mr Thwackum, was re- 
commended to him for that office, by a very particular 
friend, of whoſe underſtanding Mr Allworthy had a great 
opinion, and in whoſe integrity he placed much confi- 
dence. This Thwackum was fellow of a college, where 
he almoſt entirely reſided; and had a gr-2t reputation 
for learning, religion, and ſobriety of manners. And 
theſe were, doubtleſs, the qualifications by which Mr All- 
| worthy's friend had been induced to recommend him; 
though, indeed, this friend had ſome obligations to 
Thwackum's Wang who were the moſt conſiderable 


Perſons in a borough which that — ——— in 


parliament. 
Thwackum, at his firſt arrival, was extremely agrees 
able to Allworthy; and indeed he! pertectly anſwered the 


character which had been given of him. Upon longer 


acquaintance, however, and more intimate converfarion; 
this worthy man ſaw infirmities in the tutor, which 


1 "_— have withed him to have been without #7 though, 
& * as 


Fd 
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as thoſe ſeemed greatly over balanced by his good quali- 
ties, they did noi incline Mr Allworthy to part with him 
nor would they indeed have juſtified tuch a proceeding; 
for the reader is greatly miſtaken, if he conceives, that 
Thwackum appeared to Mr Allworthy in the tame light 
as he doth to him in this hiſtory; and he is as much de- 
ceived, if he imagines, that the moſt intimate acquain- 
tance which he himlelt could have had with that divine, 
would have informed him of thoſe things which we; 
from our inſpiration, are enabled to dpen and diſcover. 
Of readers who, from ſuch conceits as thele, condema 
the wiſdom or penetration of Mr Allworthy, I ſhall not 
ſcruple to ſay, that they make a very bad and ungrate- 
ful uſe of that knowledge which we have communicated 
to them. 

l'beſe apparent errors in the doctrine of Thwackum, 
ſerved greatly to palliate the contrary errors in that of 
Square, which our good man no leis ſaw and condemned, 
He thought, indeed, that the different exuberances of 
thete gentlemen, would correct their different imperfec- 
tions; and that from both, eſpecially with his afliſtance, 
the two lads would derive {utlicient precepts of true reli. 
gion aud virtue Li the event happened contrary to his 
expeCtation-, this potlibly proceeded from tome fault in 
the plan itſelt, which the reader hath my leave to diſco- 
yer, if he can: for we do not pretend to introduce any 
infallible characters into this hiſtory; where we hope 
nothing will be found which hath never yet been ſeen in 
human nature. 

ſo return therefore; the reader will not, I think, on- 
der that the different behaviour of the two lads — 
commeniorated; produce the different effects of which 
be bath already ſcen ſome inſtance; and, | beſides 
this, there was another reaſon fer the conduct of the 
philofopher and the pedagogue; but this being mat- 
ter of gent unportance, we thall reveal it in the next 
chapter. 
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TT * to be known, then, that thoſe two learned 80 

ages, who hath lately made a conſiderable figure on 
the theatre of this hiſtory, had from their firſt arrival 
at Mr Allworthy's houſe taken fo great an affection, the 
one to his virtue, the other to his religion, that they had 
meditated the cloſeſt alliance with him. 

For this purpole they had caſt their eyes on that fair 
widow, whom, though we have not for {ometime made 
any mention of her, the reader, we truſt, hath not fors 
got. Mrs Blifil was indeed the object to which they both 
aſpired. 

It may ſeem remarkable, that of four perſons whed 
we have commemorated at Mr — s houſe, three 
of them ſhould fix their inclinations a lady Who 
was never greatly celebrated for her beauty, and who 
was, moreover, now a little deſcended into the vale of 
years; but in reality boſom- friends, and intimate acquains 
tance, have a kind of natural propenſity to . particular 
females at the houſe of a friend, viz. to his grandmo- 
ther, mother, fiſter, daugher, aunt, niece, or couſin, 
when they are rich; and to his wife, ſiſter, daughter, niece, 
miſtreſs, or ſervant- maid, if they ſhould de hand- 

ome 

We would not however, have our reader i imagine, that 
de of ſuch characters, as were ſupported by Thwac- 
kum and Square, would undertake a matter of this kind, 
which bath been a little cenſured by ſome rigid moraliſty 
betore they had thoroughly examined it, and conſider, 
ed whether, it was (as dhakeſpeare phraſes it,) “ tuff 0 
the | conicience, or no.“ Thwackum was entouraged 
to the undertaking, by refleQting, that to covet your 
neighbour's filter is no where forbidden, and knew it wa 
a rule in the conſtruction of all laws, that “ Zxpreſſum 
facit More tacitum.” The ſenſe of which is, When 

a lawgive 
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a lawgiver ſets down plainly his whole meaning, we 
- are prevented from making him mean what we pleaſe 
«+» Þ ourlelves.” As ſome in{tances of women, therefore, 
ne are mentioned in the divine law, which forbids us to co- 
| vet our neighbour?: goods, and that of a fiſter omitted, 
be concluded it to be lawful. And as to Square, who 
fon. was in his perſon what 1s called a jolly fellow, or a wie 
e on MW dow's man, he eafily reconciled his choice to the eternal 
rival Wl fitneſs of things. 
the Naw as both thele gentlemen were induſtrious io take 
had MW ing every opportunity of recommending themlelves to 
the widow, thev apprehended one certain method was, by 
fair giving her lon the covitant preference to the other lad: 
nade ind, as they conceived the Kindocts aud affection which 
fors I Mr Allworthy thewed the latter, mult be highly diſa- 
both MW greeable to her, they doubted not but the laying hold on 
| all occaſions to Jegrade and villify him, would be highly 
picating to her, who, as the hated the boy, mult love all 
thole who did him any hurt. In this i bwackum had 
the advantage, tor while Square could only ſcarify the 
poor lad's reputation, he could flea his iKin; and indeed, 
he conſidered every lath he gave him as a compliment 
paid to his nuſtreſs, ſo that he could, with the utmoſt 
propriety, repeat this old floggiug line, 86 Caſligo te now 
quod odio habeam, ſed quod AME M. 1 chattiſe thee 
not out ot lat red, but out of love” Aud this, indeed, 
he often had in in his mouth, or rather, accorrding to 
the old phraſe, never more properly applied, at his fin- 
gers end. 

For this reaſon principally, the two gentlemen concurs 
red, as we have ſcen above, in their opinion concerning 
the two lay; z this being, indeed, almoſt the'only inſtance 
of their concuring on any point; for, beſide the difference 
of their principles, they had both long ago ſtrongly ſuſ- 
if of WpeGied each other's deſign, and hated one another with 
aged no little degree of inveteracy. 
your {his mutual animolity was a good deal increaſed by 
t wat their alter nate ſucceſſes ; for Mrs Blifii knew what they 
un vould be at long betore they imagined it, or, indeed in- 
Y hen tended the thould ; tor they proceeded with great caution 
leſt 
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teſt ſhe ſhould be offended, and acquaint Mr Allworthy, Wot | 
But they had no reaſon for any ſuch fear: ſhe was well Wa: 
enough pleaſed with a paſſion of which the intended none q. 
ſhould have any fruits but herſelf : and the only fruits ¶ mo 
ſhe deſigned for herſelf, were flattery and courtſhip; fox ſhe 
which purpoſe, the ſoothed them by turns, and a long Wor 
time equally. She was, indeed, rather inclined to favour bin 
the par ſon's principles; but Square's perſon was more ¶ did 
agreeable to her eye, for he was a comely man; wheres 
the pedagogne did in countenance very nearly reſembe I ſhe 
that gentleman who, in the Harlot's Progreſs is ſeen cor. WM Jo! 
recting the ladies in Bridewell. ex 
Whether Mrs Blifil had been ſurfeited with the ſweet ſoc 
of marriage, or ditguſted by its bitters, or from what o. vit 
ther cauſe it proceeded, | will not determine; but the uit 
could never be brought to liſten to any ſecond propoſals, Wit : 
However, the at laſt converſed with Square with ſuch Wap 
degree of intimacy, that malicious tongues began tobe 
whiſper things to her, to which, as well for the ſake of MW 
the lady, as that they were highly diſagreeable to the Wy 
rule of right, and the fitneſs of things, we will give no Wb: 
credit, and therefore ſhall not blot our paper with them. 9 
The pedagogue, tis certain, whipt on, without getting vo 
ſtep nearer to his journey's end. t Www 
indeed he had committed a great error, and tht 
Square diſcovered much ſooner than bimfelf, Mrs Bifi ga 
(as, perhaps, the reader may have formerly gueſſed,) waWwo 
not over and abeve pleaſed: with the behaviour of he bir 
huſband ; nay, to be honeſt, ſhe abſolutely hated him evi 
till his death, at laſt, a little reconciled him to her 2. ſtr. 
fections. It will not be therefore greatly wondered at, ſim 
if ſhe had not the moit violent regard to the offspring fire 
ſhe had by him. And, in fact, ſhe had fo litte of this 1. an. 
gard, that in his infancy ſhe ſeldom ſaw her fon, or took 
any notice of him; and hence the acquieſced, after a lit 
tle reluctance, in all the favours which Mr Aliwortly 
ſhowered on the foundling ; whom the good man called 
his own boy, and in all things put on an entire equality 
with Mrs Blifil, {his acquieſence in Mrs Blifl was co 
ſid ered by the neighbours, and by the family, as am 
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of her condeſcenſion to her brother's humour, and ſhe 
was imagined by all others, as well as Thwackum and 
Square, to hate the foundling in her heart; nay, the 
more civility the ſhewed him, the more they conceived 
ſhe deteſted him, and the furer ſchemes ſhe was laying 
for his ruin: for as they thought it her intereſt to hate 
him, it, was very difficult for her to perſuade them — 
did not. 

[hwackum was the more confirmed in his opinion, as 
ſhe had more than once flily cauſed him to whip [om 
Jones, when Mr Allworthy, who was an enemy to this 
exerciſe, was abroad; whereas ſhe had never given any 
ſuch orders concerning young Blifil. And this had | ke- 
wile impoled upon Square. In reality, though ſhe cer- 
tainly hated her own ſon, of which, however monſtrous 
it appears, I am aſſured ſhe is not a ſingular inſtance, the 
appeared, notwithitanding all her outward compliance, to 
be in her heart ſufficiently diſpleaſed with all the favour 
ſhewn by Mr Allworthy to the foundling. She frequent- 
ly complained of this behind ber brother's back, and very 
ſharply cenſured him for it, both to Thwackum and 
Square; nay, ſhe would throw it in the teeth of All- 
worthy himſelf, when a little quarrel, or mitt, as it is 
vwigarly called, aroſe between them. 

However, when ['om grew up, and gave tokens of that | 
gallantry of temper which greatly recommends men to 
women, this ditlinclination which ſhe had diſcovered to 
him when a child, by degrees abated ; and at laſt the fo 
evidently demonſtrated her affection to him to be much 
ſtronger than what ſhe bore her own ſon, that it was 
impoſlible to miſtake her any longer. She was ſo de- 
lirous of often ſeeing him, and diſcovered ſuch ſatis faction 
and delight in his company, that before he was eigh» 
teen years old, he was become a rival to both >quareand 
Thwackum; and; what is worſe, the whole country be- 
gan to talk as loudly of her inclination to Tom, as they 
had before done of that which the had ſhewn to OqUarez 
on which account the philoſoper conceived the molt im- 


placable hatred for our hero. | ; 
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＋ HOUGH Mr Allworthy was not of himſelf 
haſty to fee things in a diſadvantageous light, and 
was a ſtranger to the public voice, which ſeldom reaches 
to a brother or a huſband, though it rings in the ears of 
all the neighbourhood; yet was this affection of Ma 
Blifil ro Tom, and the preference which ſhe too viſibly 
gave him to her own ſon, of the utmoſt diſadvantage to 
that youth. 

For ſuch was the compaſſion which inhabited Mr All 
worthy's mind, that nothing but the ſteel of juſtice could 
ever ſubdue it. To be unfortunate in any reſpect was 
ſufficient, if there was no demerit to coumterpoile it, to 
turn the ſcale of that good man's pity, and to engage his 
friendſbip, and his benefaction. 

When, therefore, he plainly faw Mr Blifil was abſq» 
lutely deteſted {for that he was} by his own mother, he 
began, on that account only, to look with an eye of com- 
paſfion upon him; and what the effects of compaſſion are 
in good and benevolent minds, I need not nere explain 
to moſt of my readers. 
| Honceforward he ſaw every appearance of virtue in the 
youth through the magnifying end, and viewed all his 
faults with the glaſs inverted, io that they became fcarce 
perceptible. An@ this, perhaps, the amiable temper of 
pity may make commendable; but the next ftep the 
weaknefs of human nature alone muſt excuſe; for he no 
ſooner perceived that preference which Mrs Blifil gave 
to Lom, than that poor youth (however innocent) began 
to fink in his affections as he roſe in hers. This, it is 
true, woutd of itfelf alone never have been able to erad- 
cate Jones from his boſom; but is was greatly injurious 
to him, and prepared Mr Allworthy's mind for thoſe im- 
preſſions, which afterwards produced the mighty events 
that will be contained hereafter in this hiſtory ; and t0 
Avhich, it muſt be confeſſed, the unfortunate lad, by bis 
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own wantonneſs, wildneſs and want of caution, too much 
contributed. | 

In recording ſome inſtances of theſe, we ſhall, if cight- 
ly underſtood, afford a very uſeful leſſon to thote wells 
diſpoſed youths who ſhall hereafter be our readers: for 
aſe} Jmey may here find, that goodneſs of heart, and openneſs , 
of temper, though thele may give them great comfort 
hes Muithio, and adminiſter to an honeſt pride in their own 
rs of Jminds, will by no means, alas! do their buſineſs in the 
Mrs world. Prudence and circumſpection are neceſſary even 
ſibly Ito tbe belt of men. They are indeed, as it were, a guard 
to Virtue, without which the can never be ſafe, It is 
not enough that your deſigns, nay, that your actions, 


Jage, 


and 


e (0 


All. Were intrinſically good; you muſt take care they thail ap- 
ould MWpcar ſo. If your inſide be ever ſo beautiful, you mult 
was Mpreierve a fair outfide alſo. This muit be conſtantiy 
t, to Wooked to, or malice and envy will take care to blacken 
e his . o, that the ſagacity and goodnels of an worthy will 


ot be able to ſee through it, and to diſcern the beauties 


ibſo⸗ Nrithin. Let this, my young readers, be your conſtant 
„he Nazim, hat no man can be good enough to enable him 
-om. No negiect the rules of prudence; nor will Virtue herſelf 
\ are Mook beautiful, unleſs ſhe he bedecked with the outward. 
lain Nprnament« of decency and decorum. And this precept, 

y worthy diſciples, if you read with due attention, you 
| the Will, | hope, find ſufficiently enforced by examples in the 
| his Wollowing pages. 


| alk pardon for this ſhort appearance, by way of cho- 
us on the ſtage, It is in reality for my own fake, that 
while Jam diſcovering the rocks on which innocence 
nd goodneſs often ſplit, I may not be miſunderſtood to 
ecommend the very means to my worthy readers, which, 
intend to ſhew they will be undone» And this, as 1 
duld not prevail on any of my actors to ſpeak, I myſelf. 
as obliged to declare. a 4H 4 
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A childiſh incident, in which, hoavever, is ſeen a good nature 
diſpofition in Tom Fones. 
| T HE reader may remember, that Mr Allworthy gave 
Tom Jones a little horte, as a kind of ſmart-money 
for the puniſhment which he imagined he had ſuffered in- 
nocently. | 

This horſe Tom kept above half a year, and then rode 
him to a neighbouring fair, and ſold him. | 

At his return, being queſtioned by Thwackum, 
what the had done with the money for which the horſe 
was ſold, he frankly declared he would not tell him. 

« Oho! ſays Thwackum, you will not! then I will 
have it out of your br — h;“ that being the place to 
which he always applied for information on every doubts 
ful occaſion. | 

Tom was now mounted on the back of a footman, and 
every thing prepared for execution, when Mr Allwors 
thy entering the room, gave the criminal a reprieve, and 
took him with him into another apartment; where, be- 
ivg alone with Tom, he put the ſame queſtion to him 
which Thwackum had before aſked him. 

Tom anſwered, he could in duty refuſe him nothing; 
but as for that tyrannical raſcal, he would never make 
him any other anſwer than with a cudgel, with which 
he hoped ſoon to be able to pay him for all his barba- 
rities. © 

Mr Allworthy very ſeverely reprimanded: the lad, for 
his indecent and diſreſpectful expreſſions concerning his 
maſter, but much more for his avowing an intention of 
revenge» He threatened him with the entire loſs of his 
favour, if he ever heard ſuch another word from his 
mouth ; for he ſaid he would never ſupport 'or befriend 
a reprobate. By theſe and the like declarations, he ex- 
torted ſoine compunction from Tom, in which that youth 
was not over · ſincere: for he really meditated ſogge return 
for all the ſmarting favours he had received at the hands 
of the pedogogue. He was, however, brought by Me 

Allworthy 
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Thwackum; and then the good man, after ſome whole- 
ſome admonition, permitted him to proceed, which he did 
a follows: 

« Indeed, my dear Sir, I love and honour you more 
than all the world: I know the great obligations I have 
to you, and ſhould deteſt myſelf, if I thought my heart 
was capable of ingratitude. Could the little horſe you 
gave me ſpeak, I am ſure he could tell you how fond I 
was of your preſent; for I had more pleaſure in feeding 
bim than in riding him. Indeed, Sir, it went to my 
heart to part with him; nor would I have fold him upon 
any other account in the world than what | did. You 
yourſelf, Sir, I am convinced, in my caſe, would have 
done the ſame; for none ever ſo ſenſibly felt the misfor- 
tunes of others. What would you feel, dear Sir, if you 
thought yourſelf the occaſion of them! Indeed, 
Sir, there never was any miſery like theirs.” —“ Like 
whoſe, child?” ſays Allworthy: What do you mean? 
Oh, Sir, anſwered Tom, your poor gamekeeper, with 
al his large family, ever ſince you diſcarded him, have 
deen periſhing with all the miſeries of cold and hunger. 
Icould not bear to fee theſe poor wretches naked and 
flarving, and at the ſame time know myſelf to be the 
occaſion of all their ſufferings» It could not bear it, 
dir, upon my foul I could not.” (Here the tears run 
down his cheeks, and he thus proceeded:) “It was to ſave 
them from abſolute deſtruction I parted with your dear 
preſent, notwithſtanding all the value i had for it; ——-L[ 
ſold the horſe for them, and they have every tarthing of 
the money,” ; 

Mr Allworthy now ſtood filent for ſome moments, and 
defore he ſpoke, the tears ſtarted from his eyes. He at 
length diſmiſſed Tom with a gentle rebuke, adviſing him 
or the future to apply to him in caſes of diſtreſs, rather 
1 to uſe extraordinary means of relieving them him- 
elf, | TI 

This aſſair was afterwards the ſubject of much debate 
between Thwackum and Square. Thwackum held; that 
us was flying in Mr Allworthy's face, who had intend- 

K 2 ed. 
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eil to puniſh the fellow for his diobedience. He faid, 
in ſome inſtances, what the world called Charity, appear. 
il ed to him to be oppoling the will of the Almighty, which 
4 had marked ſome particular perſons for diſtruction; and 
© that this was, in like manner, acting in oppoſition to Mr 


Allworthy; concluding as uſual, with a hearty recom- 
I mendation of birch. - 

| Square argued ſtrongly on the other fide, in oppoſition 
b perhaps to | hwackum, or in compliance with Mr All. 
EF . worthy, who ſeemed very much to approve what Jones 
| had done» As to what he urged on this occaſion, as [ 
am convinced moſt of my readers will be much abler ad. 
vocates for poor Jones, it would be impertineat to relate 
it. Indeed it was not difficult to reconcile to the rule 
of right an action which it would have been impollible 
to deduce from the rule of wrong. 


naar R. 


Gonteining av incident of a more heinous lind, with the am 
| ments of T hwackum and Square. 


1 T has been obſerved by ſome den of much greater 
reputation for wiſdom than myſelf, that misfortunes 
ſeldom come fingle. An inſtance of this may, I believe, 
be ſeen in thoſe gentlemen who have the misfortune to 
have any of their cogucries detected; for here diſcovery 
ſeldom ſtops till rhe whole is come out. Thus it happen- 

ed to poor Tom; who was no ſooner pardoned for fel- 
ling the horſe, than he was diſcovered to have ſome time 
before ſold a fine Bible which Mr Allworthy gave him, 
the money ariſing from which ſale he had diſpoſed of in 
the fame manner. This Bible Mr Blifil had purchaled, 
though he had already ſuch another of his own, partly 
out of reſpect for the book, and partly out of friendihip 
to Tom, being unwilling that the Bible ſhould be old 
out of the Tamily at halt price. He therefore diſburſed 
the ſaid half price himſelf; for he was a very pri 

dent lad, and ſo careful of his money, that he had laid 
| | up 
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up almoſt every penny which he had received from 
Mr Allworthy. | 

Some people have been noted to be able to read in no 
book but their own. - On the contrary, from the time 
when Mr Blifil was firſt poſſeſſed of this Bible, he never 
uſed any other. Nay, he was ſeen reading in it much 
oftener than he had before been in his own. Now, as 
he frequenty aſked lh wackum to explain difficult paſſages 
to him, that gentleman unfortunately took notice of 
Tom's name, which was written in many parts of the 
book. This brought on an inquiry, which obliged Mr 
Blifil, to diſcover the whole matter. 

Thwackum was reſolved a crime of this kind, which 
be called ſacrilege, ſhould not go unpuniſhed. He there- 
fore proceeded immediately to caſtigation; and not con- 
tented with that, he acquainted Mr Allworthy, at their 
next meeting, with this monſtrous crime, as it appeared. 
to him; inveighing againſt Tom in the moſt bitter terms, 
and likening him to the buyers and ſellers who were driven 
out of the temple. 

Square ſaw this matter in a very different light. He 
faid, he could not perceive any higher crime in ſelling one 
book, than in felling another. That to fell Bibles was 
ſtrictly lawful by all laws both divine and human, and 
conſequently there was no unfitneſs in it. He told 
Thwackum, that his great concern on this occaſion 
brought to his mind the ſtory of a very devout woman, 
who, out of pure regard to religion, ſtole Tillotſon's ſer- 
mons from a lady of her acquaintance. | 

This ſtory cauſed a vaſt quantity of blood to ruſh into 
the parſon's face, which of itſelf was none of the paleſt; 
and he was going to reply with great warmth and anger, 
had not Mrs Blifil, who was preſent at this debate, inter- 
poſed. That lady declared herſelf abſolutely of Mr 
Square's fide, She argued, indeed, very learnedly, in ſup- 
port of his opinion; and concluded with ſaying, if Tom 
had been guilty of any fault, ſhe mult conteſs her own: 
ſon appeared to be equally culpable; for that the could 
ſee no difference between the buyer and the ſeller, both: 
of whom were alike to be driven out of the temple. * 

K 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs Blifil, having declared her opinion, put an end 
to the debate Square's triumph would almoſt have ſtop. 
ped his words, had he needed them: and Thwackum, 
who, for reaſons before mentioned, durſt not venture at 
diſobliging the lady, was almoſt choaked with indigna. 
tion. As to Mr Allworthy, he ſaid, Since the boy had 
been already pusiſhed, he would not deliver his lenti. 
meets on the occaſien, and whether he was, or was not 
angry with the Jad, 1 muſt leave to the reader's on con- 
jecture. 
- "Soon after this, an action was brought againſt the 
gamekeeper by Squire Weſtern, (the gentleman in whoſe 
manor the partridge was killed,) for depradations of the 
like kind. This was a moſt unfortunate circumſtance for 
the fellow, as it not only of itſelf threatened his ruin, 
but actually prevented Mr Allworthy from reſtoring him 
to his favour; for as that gentleman was walking out one 
evening with Mr Glifil and young Jones, the latter ſliy 
drew him to the habitation of Black George; where the 


family of that poor wretch, namely, his wife and children 


were tound in all the miſery with which cold, hunger, 
and nakedneſs, can affect human creatures: for as to the 
money they had received from jones, former debts had 
conſumed almoſt the whole. 

Such a ſcene as this could not fail of affecting the heart 
of Mr Allworthy. He immediately gave the mother a 
couple of guineas, with which he bid her clothe her chil 
dren. The poor woman burſt into tears at his good- 
neſs, and while ſhe was thanking him, could not re- 
frain from expreſſing her gratitude to Tom; who had, 
the ſaid, long preſerved both her and hers from ſtar- 
ving. We have not, ſays ſhe, had a moriet to eat, 
nor have theſe poor children had a rag to put on, 
but what his goodneſs has beſtowed on us.” For in- 
deed, beſides the horſe and Bible, Tom had ſacrificed 
a nightgown and ether things to the uſe of this diſtreſſed 
family. 

On their return home, Tom made uſe of all his elo- 
quence to diſplay the wretchedneſs of theſe people, and 
the penitence of Black 9 himſclf; and in this he 


5 ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded ſo well, that Mr Allworthy ſaid, He thought 
the man had ſuffered enough for what was paſt; that he 
would forgive him, and think of ſome means of provide 
ing for him and his family. | 
Jones was ſo delighted with this news, that though it 
was dark when they returned home, he could not help 
going back a mile in a ſhower of rain, to acquaint the poor 
woman with the glad tidings; but, like other haſty 
divulgers of news, he only brought on himſelf the trou- 
ble of contradicting it: for the ill fortune of black 
George made uſe of the very opportunity of his triead's._ 
ablence to overturn all again. 


Sun AN 
Is which My Blifil and Jones appear in different lights... 


M* Blifil fell very ſhort of his companion in the ami. 
able quality of mercy; but he as greatly exceeded 
him in one of a much higher kind, namely, in juſtice: 
in which he followed both the precepts and examples of 
Thwackum and Square; for though they would botly 
make frequent uſe of the word Mercy, yet it was plain, 
that in reality, Square held it to be inconſiſtent with the 
rule of right; and Thwackum was for doing juſtice, and 
teaving mercy to Heaven. The two gentlemen did in- 
deed ſomewhat differ in opinion concerning the objects 
of this ſublime virtue; by which Dhwackum would pro- 
bably have deſtroyed one halt of mankind, and Square 


the other half, 


Mr Blifil, then, though he had kept ſilence in the pre- 
ſence of Jones, yet, when he had better conſidered the 
matter, could by no means endure the thoughts of ſuf 
fering his uncle to confer favours on the undeſerving. 
He tueretore reſolved immediately to acquaint him with 
the fact which we have above ſlightly hinced to the read» 
ers; the truth of which was as follows: | . 

Ihe gamekeeper, about a year after he was diſmiſſed 
from ar Allworthy's ſer vice, aud before Lom's ſelling the 
a horſe, 
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horſe, being in want of bread, either to fill his own 
mouth, or thoſe of his family, as he paſſed through à 
eld belonging ro Mr Weſtern, eſpied a hare fitting in 
her form: this hare he had baſely and barbarouſly knocks 
ed on the head, againit the laws of the land, and no leſs 
againſt the laws of ſportſmen. 

The higler, to whom the hare was ſold, being unfor- 
tunately taken many months after with a quantity of game 
upon him, was obliged to make his peace with the Squire, 
by becoming evidence againſt ſome poacker. And now 
Black George was pitched upon by him, as being a pers 
ſon already obnoxious to Mr Weſtern, and one of no good 
fame in the country, He was, beſides, the beſt ſacrifice ; 
the higler could make, as he had ſupplied him with no 
game fince: and, by this means, the witneſs had an op- 
portunity of ſcreening his better cuſtomers; for the 
Squire being charmed with the power of puniſhing Black 
George, whom a ſingle tranſgreſſion was ſufficient to 
ruin, made no farther inquiry. | | 

Had this fact been truly laid before Mr Allworthy, it 
might probably have done the gamekeeper very little miſe 
chief; but there is no zeal blinder than that which is in» 
ſpired with the love of juſtice againſt offenders. Mr Blikk 
had forgot the diſtance of the time. He varied likewife 
in the manner of the fact: and by the haſty addition of 
the ſingle letter S, he conſiderably altered the ſtory; for 
he ſaid that George had wired hares. .Theſe alterations 
mighty probably have been ſet right, had not Mr Blfil 
unluckily inſiſted on a promiſe of ſecrecy from Mr All- 
worthy, before be revealed the matter to him; but, by 
that means, the poor gamekeeper was condemned, with- 
out having any opportunity to defend himſelf; for as the 
fact of killing the hare, and of the action brought, were 
certainly true, Mr Allworthy had no doubt concerning 
the reſt. | : 

Short liv'd then was the joy of theſe poor people; for 
Mr Allworthy, the next morning declared he had freſh 
reaſon, without afligning it, for his anger, and ſtrictly for- 
bade Tom to mention George any more; though, as * 


of 
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his family, he ſaid, he would endeavour to keep them 
Wfrom ſtarving; but as to the fellow himſelf, he would leave 
in him to the laws, which nothing could keep him from 
cke WW breaking. | | | 
leſs Tom could by no means divine what had incenſed Mr 
Allworthy; for of Mr Blifili he had not the laſt ſuſpi- 
or- cion. However, as his friendſhip was to be tried out by 
ime Ino diſappointment, he now determined to try an- 
ire, Mother method of preſerving the poor gamekeeper from 
ow win. ; on 
per · Jones was lately grown very intimate with Mr Weſtern. 
ood He had fo greatly recommended himſelf to that gentle- 
fice Iman, by leaping over five barred gates, and by other acts 
| no Mof ſportſimanſhip, that the Squire bad declared Tom 
op- vould certainly make a great man, if he had but ſuf- 
the Wficient encouragement, He often wiſhed he had 
himſelf a ſon with ſuch parts; and one day 
very ſolemnly aſſerted at a drinking bout, that Tom 
ſhould hunt a pack of hounds for a thouſand pounds 
of his money, with any huntſman in the whole coun- 
try, 
in- WW By ſuch kind of talents he had ſo ingratiated himſelf 
with the Squire, that he was a moſt welcome gueſt at his 
able, and a favourite companion in his ſport: every thing 
which the Squire held moſt dear, to wit, his guns, dogs, 
and horſes, were now as much at the command of Jones 
as if they had been his own. He reſolved, therefore, to 
make uſe of this favour on behalf of his friend Black 


All- WGeorge, whom he hoped to introduce into Mr Weſtern's 
„ by family, in the ſame capacity in which he had before ſerved 
ithe Mr Allworthy. 

the The reader, if he conſiders that this fellow was already 


dbnoxious to Mr Weſtern, and if he conſiders farther the 
reighty buſineſs by which that gentleman's diſpleaſure 
had been incurred, will perhaps condemn this as a fools 
ſh and deſperate undertaking; but if he thould not to- 
ally condemn young Jones on that account, he will 
greatly applaud him for ſtrengthening bimlſelf with all 
Imaginable intereſt on to arduous an vIcalions 7 
or 
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For this purpoſe, then, Tom applied to Mr. Weſtern's 
daughter, a young lady of about ſeventeeen years of age, 
whom her father, next after thoſe neceſſary implenients 
of ſport juſt before mentioned, loved and eſteemed above 
all the world. Now, as ſhe had ſome influence on the 
Squire, ſo ſom had ſome little influence on her. But 
this being the intended heroine of this work, a lady with 
whom we ourſelves are greatly in love, and with whom 
many of our readers will, probably, be in love too before 
we part, it is by no means proper ſhe ſhould make her 
appearance at the end a book. | 


T H BE 


tr 6 N 


— 


OF 4 


f O UND LIN G. 


_ 


F 
Containing the time of a year. 


r. 
Containing four pages of papers 


A S truth diſtinguiſhes our writings from thoſe idle 
romances which are filled with monſters, the pro- 
zuctions not of Nature, but of diſtempered brains, and 
hich have been therefore recommended by an eminent 
ritic, to the ſole uſe of the paſtrycook; ſo, on the 
ther hand, we would avoid any reſemblance to that kind 
f hiſtory which a celebrated poet ſeems to think is no 
calculated for the emolument of the brewer, as the 
eading it ſhould be always attended with a tankard of 
Nod ale: 
HE | | 
bil. Hiſtory with her comrade ale, 
Soathes the ſad ſeries of her ſerious tale. 


For as this is the liquor of modern hiſtorians, nay 
haps their mule, it we may believe the opinion of 
utler, who attributes inſpiration to ale, it ought likewiſe 

| ta 
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to be the potation of their readers, ſince every book 
ought to be read with the ſame ſpirit, and in the ſame 
manner, as it is writ. Thus the famous author of Hur. 
lothrumbo told a learned biſhop, that the reaſon his lord. 
ſkip could not taſte the excellence of his piece, was, that 
he did not read it with a fiddle in his hand; which in. 
ſtrument he himſelf had always had in bis own when he 
compoſed it. | 

That our work, therefore, might be in no danger of 
being likened to the labours of theſe hiſtorians, we have 
taken every occaſion of interſperiing through the whole 
ſundry fimilies, deſcriptions, and other kinds of poeti- 
cal embelliſhments Theſe are, indeed, deſigned to ſup. 
ply the place of the ſaid ale, and to refreſh the mind, 
whenever thoſe ſlumbers which in a long work are 
apt to invade the reader as well as the writer, ſhall begin 
to creep upon him. Without interruptions of this 
kind, the beſt narrative of plain matter of Fact much 
overpower every reader; for nothing but the everlaſt- 
ing wachfulneſs, which Homer has aſcribed only to 
Jove himſelf, can be proof againit a news paper of many 
volumes. 

We ſhall leave to the reader to determine with what 
judgment we have choſen the ſeveral occaſions for inſert« 
ing theſe ornamental parts of our work. Surely it will 
be allowed, that none could be more proper than the pre- 
ſent; where we are about to introduce a conſiderable 
character on the ſcene; no leſs, indeed, than the heroine 
of this heroic, hiſtorical, proſaic poem. Here, therefore, 
ve have thought proper to prepare the mind of the reads 
er for her reception, by filling it with every plealing 
image which we can draw from the face of Nature. 
And for this method we plead many precedents. Fir 
this is an art well known to, and much pradctiled 
by our tragic poets, who ſeldom fail to prepare 
their audience for the reception of their principal cbaraG 
ters. 8 N 

Thus the hero is always introduced with a flourſh of 
drums and trumpets, in order to rouſe a martial ſpirit 
in the audience, and toaccommodate their ears to boa 
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baſt and fuſtian, which Mr Locke's blind man would not 
have groſsly erred in likening to the ſound of a trum pt. 
Again, when lovers are coming forth, ſoft muſic often 
conduéts them on the ſtage, either to ſoothe the au- 
dience with all the ſoftneſs of the tender paſſion, or to 
lull and prepare them for that gentle ſlumber in which 
they will moſt probably be compoſed by the enſuing 
ſcenes | 

And not only the poets, but the maſters of theſe poets, 
the managers of play-houſes, ſeem to be in this ſecret; 
for, beſides the aforeſaid kettle-drums, &c. which de- 
note the hero's approach, he is generally uſhered on the 
ſtage by a large troop of half a dozen ſcene-ſhifters; and 
how neceflary theſe are imagined to his appearance, may 
be concluded from the following theatrical ſtory: 

King Pyrrhus was at dinner at an ale houſe bordering 
on the theatre, when he was ſummoned to go on the 
ſtage. Ihe hero, being unwilling to quit his ſhoulder 
of mutton, and as unwilling to draw on himſelf the indig- 
nation of Mr Wilks, (bis brother manager,) for making- 
the audience wait, had bribed theſe his harbingers to be 
out of the way. White Mr Wilks, therefore, was thun- 
dering out, © Where are the capenters to walk on before 
King Pyrrhus,” that monarch very quietly eat his 
mutton, and the audience, however impatient, were 
5g to entertain themſelves with muſic in bis ab- 
ences 

To be plain, I much queſtion whether the politician, 
who hath generally a good noſe, hath not ſcented ont 
ſomewhat of the utility of this practice. I am convin- 
ced that awful magiſtrate, my lord mayor, contracts a 
good deal of that reverence which attends him through 
the year, by the ſeveral 22 which precede his 
pomp. Nay, I muſt confeſs, that even I myſelf, who 
am not remarkably hable to be captivated with ſhow, 
have yielded not a little to the impreſſions of much pre- 
ceding ſtate. When I have ſeen a man ſtrutting in a 


proce ſſion, after others whoſe buſineſs was only to walk 

before him, I have conceived a higher notion of his dig - 

ity, than I have felt on ſeeing him in a common ſitua» . 
| 3 . tion. 


Vol. I. 


Ius Ed de every ruder breath. May the H 


forth the lovely Flora from her chamber, perfumed vil 
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tion. But there is once inſtance which come exaQtly 
up to my purpoſe; this is the cuſtom of lending on HU. 
baſket- woman, who is to precede the pomp -t a corona 
tion, and to ſtrew the ſtage with flowers, before tlc creat 


ma 
perſonages begin their proceſſion 1 he Ancients would Meol 
certainly have invoked the goddeſs Flori for this pur. Imo 


poſe, and it would, have been no difficulty for their! 
prieſts or politicians to have perſuaded the people of the Mthe 
real preſ nce of the deity, though a plain mortal ha per. yer 
ſonated her, and performed her office. But we have rob 
ſuch deſign of impoſing on our reader; and therefore, Wan. 
thoſe who object to the Heathen theology, may, if they pal 
pleaſe, change our goddeſs into the above-mentioned: 
baſket- woman. Our intention, in ſhort, is to introduce 
our heroine with the utmoſt folemnity in our power, with 
an elevation of ſty e, and all other circumfiances pro- 
per to raiſe the veneration af our reader. Indeed 
we. would, for certain cauſes adviſe thoſe of our male 
readers who have any hearts, to read no farther, 
were we not weil aſſured, that how amiable ſcever 
the picture of our heroine will appear, as it is really a copy 
from nature, many of our fair country-women will be 
found worthy to fatisfy any paſſion, and to anſwer any 
idea of female perfeCtion which our pencil will be able to 
raiſe, | 

And now, without any further preface, we proceed to 
our next chapter . 


r. 


4 ſhort hin t hint of what we can do in the ſublime, and a deſerif 
5 tion of Miſs Sophia M. ern. a 1 


then ruler of the winds confine in iron chains the 
boiſterous limbs of noiſy Boreas, and the tharp pointet 
noſe of bitter-biting Eurus. Do thou, ſweet Zephyrus 
riſing from thy fragrant bed, mount the weſtern tky, and 
lead on thoſe, delicious gales, the charms of which ca 


pear 
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aQly Npearly dews, when on the iſt of June, her birth=day, the 
on aMblooming maid, in loole attire, gently trips it over the 
eng. Jverdant mead, where every flower riſes to do her ho- 
creat Image, till the whole field become enameled, and 
-ould Mcolours contend with ſweets which thall ravith her 
pure Nmoſt. 
their So charming may ſhe now appear; and you the fea- 
f the MWther'd choriſters of nature, whoſe ſweeteſt notes not e- 
| per- Nven dandel can excel, turn your melodious throats to ce- 
ve no lebrate her appearance. From love proceeds your muſic, 
fore, Hand to love its returns, Awake therefore that gentle 
they Wpalſion in every {wain; for, o! aJorned with all the 
ioned charms in which nature can array her; bedecked with 
»duceMbcauty, youth, ſprightlineis, innocence, modeſty, and 
 vithMtenderneſs, breathing ſweetneſs from her roſy lips and 
pro: M darting brightneis form her ſparkling eyes, the lovely 
ndeed Sophia comes. | 
male Reader, perhaps thou haſt ſeen the ſtatue of the Venus 
rther, Wd Medicis, Perhaps too, thou haſt ſeen the gallery of 
ceverheauties at Hampton court. Thou mayeſt remember each 
| copyMhbright Churchill of the gallaxy, and all the toaſts of the 
ill behkit cat. Or if their reigu was before thy time, at leaſt 
r am chou haſt ſeen their daughters, the no leis dazzlin 
ble to beauties of the preſent age; whoſe names, thould we 
here inſert, we zpprehead they would fill the whole vo- 
lume. | = | 
Now, if thou haſt ſeen all theſe, be not afraid of 
the rude anſwer which Lord Rocheſter once gave 
to a man, who had ſcen many things. No. If thou 
haſt ſeen -all theſe without knowing what beauty is, 
hou halt no eyes; if, without feeling its powegy thou 
baſt no heart. „ . R . 
Vet is it poſſible, my friend, that thou mayſt have 
ken all theſe, without being able to form zn exact des 
Wot Sophia: for the did not exactly reſemble ang of hem. 
ointelſſdae was moſt like the picture of Lady Ranelsgh; and, 
L have heard, more ttill to the famuus Dutcheſs of Maza- 
Wine; but moit of al, che reſetabled one whoſe image can 
ever depart from my breait, and: whomy it thou dolt res 
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eed to 


* 


* * 
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deed cry out with the celebrated Dr Donne, 
"Rho e | 
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member, thou haſt then, my friend, an adequate idea of 
Sopbia. ; 

But leſt this ſhould not have been thy fortune, we will 
endeavour with our utmoſt {kill to deſcribe this paragon, 
though we are ſenſible that our higheſt abilities are very 


inadequate to the taſk. 
Sophia then, the only daughter of Mr Weſtern, was 1 


middle-fized woman; but rather inclined to tall Her 


ſhipe was not only exact, but extremely delicate: and 


the nice proportion of her arms promiled the trueſt ſym. 
metry in her limbs. Her hair, which was black, was ſo 
luzuriant, that is reached her middle, before ſhe cut it 
to comply with ti.e modern faſhion; and it was no curl. 
ed ſo grace fully in her neck, that few would believe it to 
be her” own. If envy could find any part of the face 
which demanded leis commendation than the reſt, it 
might poſſibly think her forehead might have been bigher 
without any prejudice to her. Her eye brows were full, 
even, and arched, beyond the power of art to imitate, 
Her black eyes had a luſtre in them which all ber foftnels 
could not <cxtinguiſh. Her noſe was exactly regular, 
and her mouth, in which were two rows of ivory, ex- 
actly anſwered Sir John Suckling's deſcription iu thuie 
lines: | 


Her lips were red, and one was thin, 
Compar'd to that was next her chin. 
Dame bee had flung it newly. 


Her cheeks were of the oval kind; and in her right ſhe 
had a dimple, which the leaſt {mile diſcovered. Her chin 
had ſecretly its ſhare in forming the beauty of her face; 
. it was difficult to ſay it was either large or ſmall, 

ough perhaps it was rather of the former kind. Her 
con Knien had rather more of the lily than the role; 
but when exerciſe, or modeſty increaſed her natural cc 
our, no vermilion could equal it. Then one might in- 
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might indeed be ſuppoſed from, envy to cover that bo- 


Her pure and eloquent N | 
Spoke in her cheeks, and fo diſtinctiy wrought, 
That one might almoſt ſay her body thought. 


Her neck was long and finely turned: - and here, if T 
was not afraid of offending her delicacy, I might juſtly 
fay, the higheſt beauties of the famous Venus de Medicts 
were outdone, Here was whiteneſs which no Tilies, 
ivory, nor alabaſter, could match. The fineit cambrie 


ſom which was much whiter than itſelf — It was indeed, 
Nitor ſplendens Paris marmore purius. 


« A gloſs ſhining beyond the pureſt brightaeſs of Parian 
marble,” 

Such was the outſide of Sophia; nor was this beauti- 
ful frame diſgraced by an inhabitant unworthy of it. Her 
mind was every way equal to her perſon: nay, the lat» 
ter borrowed fome charms of the former: for when ſhe 
ſmiled, the ſweetneſs of her temper diffuſed that glory 
over her countenance, which no regularity of features 
can give. But as there are no perfections of the mind 
which do not diſcover themſelves, in that perfect intima- 
cy to which we intend to introduce our reader with this 
charming young creature, fo it is needleſs to mention 
them here; nay it is a kind of tacit affront to our read 
er's underſtanding, and may alſo rob him of that pleaſure: 
which he will receive in forming his own judgment of her 
character. | 

It may, however, be proper to ſay, that whatever men- 
tal accompliſhments ſhe had derived from Nature, they 
were ſome what improved and cultivated by Art; for the 
had been educated under the care of an aunt, who was 
a lady of great diſcretion, and was thoroughly acquainted: 


with the world, having lived in her youth about the court, 
whence the had retired ſome years fince into the coun- 
try. By her converſation and inſtructions Sophia was per- 
ieQly well bred, though 8 ihe wanted a m_— | 


3 


1 


n 


| 
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hat eaſe in her behaviour, which is to be acquired only W ſ 
by habit, and living within what i called the polite M © 
circle But this, 10 ſay the truth, is often too dearly t. 
purchaſed; and though it hath charms ſo inexpreſſible, 

that the French, perhaps, among other qualities, mean W © 
to expreſs this, when they declare they know not what it fc 
is; yet its abſence is well compenſated by innocence; nor MW h 
on good ſenſe, and a natural gentility, ever ſtand in need $ 
of it, cl 


nir w 


Merein the hiſlory goes back to commemorate a trifling inci« 
dent that happened ſome years fince ; but which, trifling at 10 
it was, had ſome future conſequences te 


T HE amiable Sophia was now in her eighteenth year, I co 
when the is introduced into this hiſtory, Her fa. its 
ther, as hath been ſaid, was fonder of her than of ary W te 
other human creature. To her, therefore, Tom Jones of 
applied, in order to engage her intereſt on the behalf of ſtr 


his friend the gamekeeper. ty 
But before we proceed to this buſineſs, a ſhort reca- . 
pitulation of ſome previous matters may be neceffary. di 
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Though the different tempers of Mr Allworthy, and Vi 
of Mr Weſtern did not admit of a very intimate correſ- iſ th 
pondence, yet they lived upon what is called a decent fo: 

footing together; by which means the young people of Vi 
both f. milies had been acquainted from their infancy; and 110 
| as they were all near of the ſame age, had been frequent I 39 
. 


* - —_ 
2 „„ — — = — 
* — 


play mates together. wk leg 
The gaiety of Tom's temper, ſuited better with So- 

phia than the grave and ſober diſpoſition of tr Blifil, I the 
And the preference which ſhe gave the former of theſe Ph 
1 would often appear ſo plainly, that a lad of a more paſi- MW * ! 
W | onate turn than Mr Blifil was, might have ſhewn ſome 8 
5 Aifplenſure at it. 1 the 
f As he did not, however, outwardly expreſs any ſuch IJ de 
| diſguſt, it would be an ill office in us 10 pay a viſit to the 
inmoſt receſſes of his mind, as ſome ſcandalous poof per 
g * ſearc 


ſearch into the moſt ſecret affairs, of their friends and 
often pry into their cloſets and cupboards, only to diſcover 


their poverty and meanneſs to the world. 


However, as perſons who ſuſpect they have given 


others cauſe of offence, are apt to conclude they are of- 


fended; ſo Sophia imputed an action of Mr Blifil to 
his anger, which the ſuperior ſagacity of Thwackum and. 
Square diſcerned to have ariſen from a much better prin» 
ciple, - 
Tom Jones, when very young, had preſented Sophia. 
with a little bird, which he had taken from the neſt, had 
nurſed up, and taught to ſing. 

Of this bird, Sophia, then about thirteen years old was 
ſo extremely fond, that her chief buſineſs was to feed and 
tend it, and her chief pleaſure to play with it By theſe 
means little Tommy, for {o the bird was called, was be- 
come o tame, that it wouid feed out of the hand of 
its miſtreſ would perch upon her finger, and lie con- 
tented in her boſom, where it ſeemed almoſt ſenſible 
of its own happineſs; though ſhe always kept a ſmall 
ſtring about is leg, nor would ever truſt it with the liber. 
ty of flying away. 

One day, when Mr Allworthy and his whole family 
dined at Mr Weſtern's, Mr Blitl, being in the garden 
with little Sophia, and obſerving the extreme fondneſs 
that ſhe ſhewed for her little bird deſired her to truſt it 
for a moment in his hands, Sophia preſently complied. 
with the young gentleman's requeſt, and after fo:ne pre- 
vious caution, delivered him her bird; of which he was 
no ſooner in poſſeſſion, than he ſlipt the ſtring from its 
leg, and toſſed it into the air. | 

Che foolith animal no fooner perceiyed itſelf at liberty, 
than, forgetting all the favours it had received from do- 
pbia, it flew directly from her, and perched on a bough 
at ſome diſtance» i 

Sophia, ſeeing her bird gone, ſcreamed out ſo loud, 
that l'om Jones, who was at a little diſtance, immedi- 
ately ran to her aſliſtance | 

He then was no ſooner informed of what had hap- 
pened, then he curſed Blifil for a pitiful, malicious ra- 
{cal 
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ſeal; and then immediately ſtripping off his coat, he ap- 
pled himlelt to climbling the tree to which the bird e- 
ſcaped. 

Lom had almoſt recovered his little nameſake, when 
the branch on which it was perched, and that hung over 
2 canal, broke, and the poor lad plumped over head and 
ears into the water. 

Sophia's concern now changed its object. And ag 
ſhe apprehended the boy's life was in danger, ſhe ſcream- 

ed ten times louder than before; and indeed Mr Blik! 
himſelf now ſeconded her with all the vociferation in his 
power. 

The company, who were ſitting in a room next the 
garden, were inſtantly alarmed, and came all forth; but 
juſt as they reached the canal, Lom (for the water was 
luckily pretty ſhallow in that part) arrived ſafely on 
ſhore. : 

Thwackum fell violently on poor Tony who ſtood 
dropping and ſhivering before him, when Mr Allwor- 
thy deſired him to have patience, and turning to ur 
Blifil, ſaid, Pray child, what is the reaſon of all this di 
turbance? | 

Mr Blifil anſwered, “ Indeed, uncle, I am very ſorry 
for what I have done; I have been unhappily the occa- 
fion of it all. I had Miſs Sophia's bird in my hand, 
and thinking the poor creature languiſhed for liberty: 
I own I couid not forbear giving it what it deſired: for 
I always thought there was ſomething very cruel in con- 
fining any thing It ſeemed to me againſt the law of 
of nature, by which every thing hath a right to liberty; 
nay, it is even unchriſtian; for it is not doing what we 

would be done by. But if I had imagined Miſs Sophu 

would have been ſo much concerned at it, I am ſurel 
would never have done it; nay, if I had known what 
would have happened to the bird itſelf; for when Mr 

Jones, who climbed up that tree after it fell in the water, 
the bird took a ſecond flight, and prefently a naſty hawk 
carried it away.” 

Poor Sophia, who now firſt heard of her little Toms 
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perceiving it when it happened,) ſhed a ſhower of tears. 
Theſe Mr Allworthy, endeavoured to afſuage, promiſing 
her a much finer bird; but the declared ſhe would 
never have another. Her father chid her for crying 
ſo for a fooliſh bird; but could not help telling young 
Blifil, if he was a ſon of his, his backſide ſhouid be well. 
flea'd. | 

Sophia now returned to her chamber, the two young 
gentlemen were ſent home, and the reſt of the company 
returned to their bottle; where a converſation enſued on 
the ſubj-& of the bird, ſo curious, that we thiwk it de- 
ſerves a chapter by itſelf. 


7. AF 


Containing ſuch very diep and grave matters, that ſome read» 
ers, perhaps, may nat reliſh it. 


8 had no ſooner lighted his pipe, than ad- 
dreſſing himſelt to Allworthy, he thu: began: “ Sir, 


IV. 


cannot help congratulating you on your nephew, who, * 


at an age when tew lads have any ideas but of ſenſible 


objeCts, is arrived at a capacity of diſtinguithing right 


from wrong. To confine ny thing ſeems to me againſt 
the Jaw of nature, by which every thing hath a right to- 
liberty. Theſe were his words; and the impteſſion they 
have made on me is never to be eradicated. Can any 
man have a higher notion of the rule of right, and the 
eternal fitnels of things? I cannot help promiſiag my» 
ſe'f from ſuch a dawn, that the meridian of this youth 
-_ be equal to that of either the elder or the younger 

rutus.“ | 951A 

Here Thwackum haſtily interrupted, and ſpilling ſome 
of his wine, and ſwallowing the reſt with great eagerneſs, 
antwered, 4 From another expreſſion he made uſe of, I 
bope be will reſemble much better men. The law of 
nature is a jargon of words, which means nothing. I 
know not of any ſuch law, nor of any right which can 
de derived from it. To do as we wouid be done by, is 
ndced a Chriſtian motive, as the hoy welt expreſſed 14 


1 
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ſelf, and I am glad to find my inſtructions have borge 
ſuch good fruit.” | 4334 

If vanity was a thing fit, (ſays Square,) I might in- 
dulge ſome on the fame occation; for whence only he can 
have learnt his notions of righi or wrong, | think is pret- 
ty apparent, If there be no law of nature, there is no MW © 


right nor wroug.“ - 1 
% How! (tavs the parſon,) do you then baniſh revela. MW"! 
tion? Am | talking with a Deiſt or an Atheiſt ?” te 


« Drink about, (ſays Weſtern,) pox of your laws of 
nature, I don't know what you mean zither of you by Wl © 
right and wrong. Lo tare away nv girl's bird wag MW 
wrong, in my opinion; and my neighbour Hworthy MW 2 
may do as he pleaſes; but to encourage boys in ſuch b 
practices, is to breed them up to the gallows,” ty 

Allworthy anſwered, bat he was forry for what his 
nephew had done; but could nt conſent 10 punith him, e 
as he acted rather from a generous than unworthy mo- 
tive.” He ſaid, „ if the boy had ſtolen the bird, none IN 
would have bec:z mor: nge ly to vote for a ſevere chal» Wii 
tiſement than himſcii; but it was plain that was not his 
deſign;” and, indeed, it was 2s apparent. to him that by Dc 
could have no other view but what he had himſelf avow- ſp 
ed. (For as to that malicious ꝓurpoſe wt-ici) Sophia had b 
ſuſpected, it never once entered into the head of Mr Alle Wt? 
worthy.) He at length concluded, with again blaming Wth 
the action as inconſiderate, and which, he laid, was par- 
donable only in a child. mi 

Square bad delivered his opinion ſo openly, that if he hit 
was now filent, he muſt ſubmit to have his judgment 
cenlured. He ſaid therefore, with ſome warmth, ** That 
Mr Allworthy had too much reſpect to the dirty conſi- 
deration of property. That in paſting our judgment? 
on great and mighty actions, all private regards ſhould 
' be laid aſide; for, by adhering to thoſe narrow rules, 
the younger Brutus had been condemned of ingratitude, 
and the elder of parricide.“ 

And if they had been hanged too for thoſe crimes,” 
cried Lhwackum, they would have had no more than 


their deſerts, A couple of heatheniſh villains! Heaven 


be 
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be praiſed, we have no Brutuſes now a days. I wiſh, 


Mr Square, you would deſiſt from filling the minds of 
my pupils with ſuch antichriſtian ſtuff; for the conſe» 
querice muſt be, while they are under my care its being 
well ſcourged out of them again. There is your dif- 
ciple Lom almoſt ſpoiled already. I overheard him the 
other day diſputing with Mr Bliſil, that there was no me- 
rit in faith without works. I know that is one of your 
tenets, and I ſuppoſe he had it from you,” * 

« Don't accuſe me of ſpoiling him, ſays Square. Who 
taught him to laugh at whatever is virtuous and decent, 
and fit and right in the nature of things? He is your 
own ſcholar, and I diſclaim him. No, no, Mr Btfil is my 
boy. Young as he is, that lad's notions of moral recti- 
tude I defy you ever to eradicate” | | 

Thwackum put on a contemptuous ſneer at his, and 
replied, “ Ay, ay, I will venture him with you. He is 
too well grounded for all your philoſophical cant to hurt. 
ih no, I have taken care to inſtil tuch principles into 

im“ U 

And I have inſtilled principles into him too, cries 
Square What but the ſublime idea of viftue could in- 
ſpire a human mind with the generous thought of giving 
liberty? And I repeat to you again, If iz was a fit thin 
to be proud, I might claim the honour of having infuſed 
that idea? | 

« And'if pride was not forbidden, ſaid Thwackum, 1 
might boaſt of having taught him that duty which he 
himſelf aſſigned as his motive.” | 

* 50 between you both, ſays the Squire, the young 
gentleman hath been taught to rob my daughter of her 
bird. I find I muſt take care of my partridge-mew, I 
ſhall have ſome virtuous religious man or other to ſet all 
my partridges at liberty.” Then flapping a gentleman, 
of the law, who was preſent, on the back, he cried out, 
What ſay you to this, Mr Counſellor? is not this a- 
pain law?” | | 


The lawyer with great gravity delivered himſelf as fol- | 


lows: 
« If the caſe be put of a partridge, ng 


- 
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doubt but an action would lye: for though this be Pre 
nature, yer being reclaimed, property veſts, - but being 
the cafe of a ſinging bird, though reclaimed, as it is a 
thing of baſe nature, it muſt be conſidered as nul 
tins in bouts, In this caſe, therefore, I conceive the plaige 
tiff muſt be nonſuited; and I ſhould difadviſe the brings! 
ing an ſuch action. 

« Well, ſays the Squire, if it be nullus bonus, let us 
drink about, and talk alittle of the ſtate of the nation, Ne 
or ſome ſuch diſcourſe that we all underſtand; for I an 
fure I don't underſtand a word of this, It may be learn» 
ing and ſenſe for aught I know; bnt you ſhall never 
perſuade me into it, Pox! yon have neither of you 
mentioned a word of that poor lad who deſerves to be 
commended. To vemure breaking his neck to oblige my 
girl, was a generoug ſpirited action: I have learned e- 
nough to ſee that. D—n me, here's Tom's health, 
I ſhall love the boy for it the longeſt day I have to 
Jive.” 

Thus was the debate interrupted; but it would probe 
bly have been ſoon reſumed ; bad not Mr Allworthy pre- 
ſently called for his coach, and carried off the two come 
batants. 

Such was the concluſion of this adventure of the bird, Wot: 
and of the dialogue occaſioned by it, which we could not 
help recounting to our reader, though it happened ſome 
years before that ſtage, or period of time at which our ec! 
hiſtory is now arrived. dun 


H. A g. . 
Containing maiters accommodated to every taſte. 


P4 R TA hver capiunt animos, © Small things affe&|''!: 
light minds,” was the ſentiment of a great maſterſ*" 
of the paſſion of love. And certain it is, that from tha. 
day Sophia began to bave ſome little kindnefs for ſome" 
Jones, and no little averſion for his companion. el 

Many accidents from time to time improved both tbeſe or 


Saſſions in her breaſt; which, without our recounting | 
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he reader may well conclude, from what we have before 
tinted of the different tempers of theſe lads, and how 
puch the one ſuited with her own inclinations more than 
the other, To fay the truth, Sophia, when very young, 
iſcerned that Tom, though an idle, thoughtleſs, rattl- 
wo raſcal, was no body's enemy but his own; and that 
Mr Blifl, though a prudent, diſcreet, ſober, young gen- 
tleman, was at the ſame time, ſtrongly attached to the 
Intereſt only of one ſingle perſon; and who that ſingle 
perſon was, the reader will be able to divine without any 
ſliſtance of ours. 
Theſe two characters are not always received in the 
orld with the different regard which ſcems ſeverally due 
o either; and which, one would imagine, mankind from 
elf. intereſt thould ſhew towards them. But perhaps 
here may be a political reaſon for it: in finding one of 
truly benevolent diſpoſition, men may very reafonably 
uppoſe they bare found a treaſure, and be defirous of 
eeping it, Ike all other good things to themſelves. 
ence they may imagine, that to trumpet forth the 
raiſes of ſuch a perſon, would, in the vuigar phraſe, be 
rying roaſt-meat: and calling it partakers of what they 
dend to apply ſolely to their own uſe. If this reaſon 
loes not ſatisfy the reader, [ know no other means of ac- 
punting for the little refpect which | have commonly 
en paid to a character which really does great honour to 
Juman nature, and is productive of the higheſt good to 
ccieiy, But it was otherwiſe with Sophia. She honours 
d Lom Jones, and ſcorned Mr Blifil, almoſt as ſoon as 
he knew the meaning of thoſe two words 
Sophia had been abſent upwards of three years with 
er aunt; during all wbichtimeſhe bad ſeldom ſeen either 4 


affect theſe young gentlemen. She dined however, once, to- 
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ether with her aunt at Mr Allworthy's, 


This was a few 


ys after the adventure of the partridge, before com- 
hemorated, Sophia heard the whole ſtory at table, where 
e ſaid nothing; nor indeed could her aunt get many 
ords from her as ſhe returned home; but her maid, 
hen undrefliog happening to ſay, Well, Mils, I ſup · 
le you have ſeen young Mr Bilfil to day; the anfwered 
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| with much paſſion, © T hate the name of Mr Blifil as I dg 
whatevever is baſe and treacherous; and I wonder Me 
. Allworthy would ſuffer that old barbarous ſchoolmaſter to 
puniſh a poor boy fo cruelly for what was only the ef. 
4 fect of his good- nature.“ She then recounted the ſtory to 


| her maid, and concluded with faying, — “ Don't you 
4 think he is a boy of a noble ſprit?” re 
This young lady was now returned to her father; who 

8 gave her the command of his houſe, and placed her eee 
| the upper end of his table, where Tom, (who from base? 
© | great love of hunting was become a preat favourite c 
1 the Squire often dined. Young men of open, generousM<? 


| diſpofitions are naturally inclined to gallantry, which, if 
A they have good underſtandings as was in reality Tom's 
caſe, exerts itſelf in an obliging, complaiſant behaviour tg 
all women in general. Lhis greatly diſtinguiſhed Tom 
4 from the boiſterous brutality of mere country ſquires on 
4 | the one hand; and from the ſolemn, and ſomewhat ule 
4 len deportment of Mr Blifil on the other: and he began 
4 now, at twenty, to have the name of a pretty fellow, a 
mong all the women in the neighbourhood. 
bi f Tom behaved to Sophia with no p>rticularity, unleſs, 
Wt | perhaps, by ſhewing her a higher reſpect than he paid 
8 to any other. [his diſtinction her beauty, fortune, ſenſe, 
and amiable carriage, feemed to demand: hut as to des 
ſign upon her perſon he had none; for which we {hall at 
preſent ſuffer the reader to condemn him of ſtupidity; 
0 bur perhaps we {hall be able indifferently well to accoun 
for it hereafter. . 
1 Sophia, with the higheſt degree of innocence and me 


of deſty, had a remarkable ſprightlineſs in her temper 
1 Inis was ſo greatly increaſed whenever ſhe was in com 
. pany with Tom, that, had he not been very young and 
thoughtleſs, he muſt have obſerved it; or had not M 
Weſtern's thoughts been generally either in the field 
| the ſtable, or the dog kennel, it might bave, perhaps 
1 created ſome jealouſy in him: but ſo far was the good 
1 . gentleman from entertaining any ſuch ſuſpicions, that It 
gave Tom every opportuuity with his daughrer which an 

lover could have withed. And this Tom innocently in 


proved to better advantage, by following only the dictat 
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of his natural gallantry and good-nature, than he might, 


perhaps have done, had he had the deepeſt deſigns on 


the young lady 


But indeed, it can occaſion little wonder, that this 
matter eſcaped the obſervation of others, ſince poor 8o- 
phia herſelf never remarked it; and her heart was ir- 
retrievably loſt before the ſuſpected it was in danger. 

Matters were in this ſituation, when Lom one after- 
ternoon finding Sophia alone, began, after a thort apolo- 
oy, with a very ſerious face, to acquaint her, that he had 
a favour to atk of her, which he hoped her goodneſs would 
comply with, | 

Though neither the young man's behaviour, nor in- 
deed his manner of opening this buſineſs, were fuch as 
could give her any juſt cauſe of ſuſpecting he intended to 
make love to her; yet whether nature whiſpered ſome- 
thing into her ear, or from what cauſe it aroſe, I will 
not determine, certain it is, ſome idea of that kind muſt 
have intruded itſelf; for her colour forſook her cheeks, 
her limbs trembled, and her tongue would have faul- 
tered had Tom ſtopped for an anſwer: but he ſoon re- 
lieved her from her perplexity, by proceeding to inform 

er of his requeſt, which was to ſolicit her intereſt on 
behalf of the gamekeeper, whoſe own ruin, and that of 
a large family, muſt be, he ſaid, the conſequence of Mr 
Weſtern's purſuing his action againſt him. 

dophia preſently recovered her confuſion, and with a 
ſmile full of ſweetneſs, ſaid, „Is this the mighty favour 
you aſked with fo much gravity? I will do it with all 
my heart. 1 realy pity the poor fellow, and no longer 
go than yeſterday ſent a ſmall matter to his wife.“ 

his ſmall matter was one of her gowns, ſome linen, 
and ten ſhillings in money, of which Tom had heard, and 
t had in reality, put this tolicitation in his head. 

Our youth, now emboldened with his ſuccels, reſoled 
0 puſh the matter tarther: and ventured even to beg her 
ecommendation of him to her father's ſervice; proteit» 
ng, that he thought him one of the honeſteſt fellows in 
ne country, and extremely well qualified for the place of 
| gamekeeper, Which luckily then happened to be 

M 3 vacant. 
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vacant. Sophia anſwered, * Well, I will undertake 
this too; bur [ cannot promiſe you as much ſucceſ 
as in the former part, which I aſſure you { vill 
not quit my father without obtaining. However, I will 
do what I can for the poor fellow; for I ſince 
rely lock upon bim and his family as objects of great 
compaſſion.— And now, Mr Jones, I muſt alk you 
favour: | 

A favour! Madam, (cries Tom,) if you knew the 
pleature you have given me in the hopes of receiving 
a command trom you, you would think by mention» 
ing it you mult confer the greateſt favour on me: for by 
this dear hand, I would ſacrifice my life to oblize you ” 
ee then ſnatched her hand, and eagerly kiſſed it, 
which was the firſt time his lips bad ever touched ter, 
Ihe blood, which before had forſaken her checks, nos 
made her ſufficient amends, by ruſhing all over her face 
and neck with ſuch violence, that they became all ofz 
ſcarlet colour She now firſt felt a ſenſation to which {he 
had been before a ſtranger, and .which, when (he 
had leiſure to reflect on it, began to acquaint her with 
ſome ſecrets, which the reader, if he does not already 
gueſs them, will know in due time. 

Sophia, as ſoon as ſhe could ſpeak, (which was not ins 
ſtantly,) informed him that the favour. ſhe had to delirg 
of him was, not to lead her father through ſo many dans 
gers in hunting; for that from what ſhe had heard, ſhe 
was terribly frightened cvery time they went out toge 
ther, and expected ſome day or other to fee her father 
brought home with broken limbs She therefore 
begged him, for her ſake, to be more cautious; and, à 
he well knew Mr Weſtern would follow- him, not te 
ride ſo madly, nor to take thoſe dangerous leaps tor the 
future. 

Tom promiſed faithfully to obey her commands; and 
after thanking her for her kind compliance with his re 
queſt, took his leave, and departed highly charmed wit 
his ſucceſs» | 

Poor Sophia was charmed too; but in a very, different 
way. Her ſenſations, however, the reader's heart (it I 
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or ſhe have any) will better repreſent than I can, if I had 
25 many mouths as ever poet wiſhed for, to eat, | ſuppoſe, 
theſe many dainties with which he was ſo plentifully pro- 
vided. 

It was Mr Weſtern's cuſtom every afternoon, as ſoon as 
he was drunk, to hear his daughter play on the harpſi- 
chord: for he was a great lover of inulic, and, perhaps, 
had he lived in town, might have paſſed for a connoit= 
ſeur: for he always excepted againſt the fin: it compo- 
fitions of Mr Handel. He never relithed any mutic but 
what was light and airy; and indeed nis moſt favourite 
tunes were, Old Sir Simon the King, St George he was 
for England, Bobbing Joan, and ſome others. 

His daughter, though the was a perfect miſtreſs of 
muſic, and would never willingly have played any but 
Handel's, was ſo devoted to her father's pleaſure, that 
ſhe learnt all thoſe tunes to oblige him. However, ſhe 
would now and then endeavour to lead him into her 
own taſte, and when he required the repetition of his 
ballads, would anſwer with a © Nay, dear Sir;“ and 
240 often beg him to ſuffer her to play ſomething 
elſe, 

This evening, however, when the gentleman was re- 
tired from his bottle, the played all his favourites three 
times over, without any ſolicitation. This fo pleaſed the 
good ſquire, that he ſtarted from his couch, gave his 
daughter a kiſs, and {wore her hand was greatly improv» 
ed. She took this opportunity to execute her promile 
to Tom, in which the ſucceeded fo well, that the Squire 
declared, if ſhe would give bim' t'other bout of Old Sir 


vimon, he would give the gamekeeper his deputation 


the nexs morning. Sir Simon was played again and 
again till the charms of the muſic foothed Mr Weſtern to 
lleep. In the morning Sophia did not fail to remind. 


him of his engagement; and his attorney was immediate- 
ly ſent for, and ordered to ſtop any further proceedings 
in the action, and to make out the deputation. 


Tom's ſucceſs in this affair ſoon began to ring over 


the country, and various were the cenfures paſt upon it; 


ſome greatly applauding it as an act of good nature; o- 
0 © GY wers 
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thers ſneering, and ſaying, * No wonder that one idle 
fellow ſhould love another.” Young Blifil was greatly en- 
raged at it. He had long hated Black George in the ſame 
proportion as Jones delighted in Eim; not from ay 
offence which he had ever received but from his great 
love to religion and virtue; for Black George had the te- 
putation of a looſe kind of a fellow, Blifil, therefore, 
repreſented this as flying in Mr Allworthy's face; 
and declared with great concern, that it was impoſ. 
ſible to find any other motive for doing good to ſuch 2 
wretch. 3 
Thwackum and Square likewiſe ſung to the ſame 
tune: they were now, (eſpecially the latter) become 
greatly jealous of young Jones with the widow; for 
he now approached the age of twenty, was really a 
fine young fellow, and that lady, by her encourage« 
ments to him ſeemed daily more and more to think him 
ſo. | | 
Allworthy was not, however, moved with their ma- 
lice. He declared himſelf very well ſatisficd with what 
Jones had done. He ſaid, the perſeverance and integri- 
ty of his friendſhip was highly commendable, and be 
wiſhed he could fee more frequent inſtances of that 
virtue. | P | 
But Fortune, who ſeldom greatly reliſhes ſuch ſparks a 
my triend Lom, perhaps becauſe they do not pay more 
ardent addrefſ*s to her gave now a very different turn to 
all his actions, and ſhewed them to Mr Allworthy in a 
light far leſs agrecable than that gentleman's goodnels bad 
hitherto ſeen them in. 


CHAP. 
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ly en- L C H AP VI. 


1 any 4n apology for the inſenhbility of Mr ones to all the charms 
of the lovely Sophia ; in which, poſſibly, wwe may, in a con- 
fiderable degree, lower his character in the eflimation of thoſe 
men of wit and gallantry who approve the heroes in mot of 

aur modern comedies. | 


T HERE are two ſorts of people who, I am afraid, 
have already conceived ſome contempt for my hero, 
on account of his behaviour to Sophia» The former of 
-come Mtheſe will blame his prudence in neglecting an opportuni- 
tor ty to poſſeſs himſelf of Mr Weſternd fortune; and the 
ally a Hotter will no leſs deſpiſe him for his back wardneſs to fo 
rape. {Whine a girl, who ſeemed ready to fly iato this arms, if he 
t hin Wwould open them to receive her. 
Now, though I thall not, perhaps, be able abſolutely: 
ma- Mito acquit bim of either of theie charges; (for want of 
what Wprudence admits of no excuſe; and what I thall produce 
tegri- Wogainlt the latter charge will, I apprehend, be ſcarce: 
ad be Watisfattory;) yet, as evidence mav tometimes be of- 
" that Fred in mitigation, I ſhall ſet forth the plain mat» 
| ter of fact, and leave the whole to the reader's deter- 
rks a Wuinations | 
more W Mr Jones had ſomewhat about him which, though I 
rn to Wink writers are not thoroughly agreed ia its name, 
y in a ertaialy inhabit ſome human breaſts; whoſe uſe is not 
s had properly to diſtinguiſh right from wrong, as to prompt 
nd incite them to the former, and to reitrain and with 
old them from the latter. 
This ſomewhat may be indeed reſembled to the famous 
runk maker in the playhouſe ; for whenever the perſon 
Fho is poſſelled of it doth what is right, no ravithed or 
nendly ſpectator is fo eager or ſo loud in his applauſe; 
n the contrary, when he doth wrong, no critic is fo apt 
o hifs aud explode him. 
APY To give a higher idea of the principle I meaa, as well 
$ one more familiar to the preient age, it may be conſis 
ered as fitting on its throne iu the mind, like the Lord 


High 
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High Chancellor of this kingdom in his court; 3 where it 
preſi les, governs, directs, judges, e and condemns 
according to merit and jaſtice: with a knowldge which 
nothing eſcapes, a penetration whichnothing candeceiye, 
| and an integrity that nothing can corrupt. 

This active pr nciple may, perhaps, be faid to conſti. 
tute the moſt eſſential barrier between us and our neigh⸗ 
bours the bruzgs; for if there be ſome in the human Inge 
who are not under any ſuch dominion, I chuſe rather to 
conſider them as deſerters from us to our neighbours; as 
mong whom they will have the fate of deſerters, and not 
be placed in the firſt rank. 


10 Our hero, whether he derived it from Thwackum or | 
8 | Square I will not determine, was very ſtrongly under the 
guidance of this principle: for though he did not ali 
[2 ways act rightly, yet he never did otherwiſe, without feels 
19 ing and ſuffering for it. It was this that taught him} 
E that to repay the civilities and little friendſhips of hoſpi. 
#} tality, by robbing the houſe where you have received iff ( 
= | them, is to be the baſeſt and meaneſt of thieves. He cid c 
£4 not think the baſeneis of this offence leſſened by the 
height of the injury commited; on the contrary, if to, 
ſteal another's plate d-ferved death and infamy,it ſeemed 
to him difficult to aſſign a puniſhment adequate to the 
robbing a man of his whole fortune, and of his child in , 
'to the bargain. } 
This principle, therefore, prevented him from any , 
thought of making his fortune by tuch means, (for this 
as [have ſaid, is an active principle, and doth not content | 
itſelt with knowledge or beliet only.) tad he been 
greatly enamoured with Sephia, he poſſibly might hae; 
thought otherwiſe; but give me leave to ſay, there if £ 
great difference between running away. with a man . 
daughter from the motive of love, and doing the ſameſſ 
thing from the motive of theft. f 
Now, thoughahis young gentleman was not inſenſ be; 
of the charms of Sophia, though he greatly like hall 1 
beauty, and eſteemed all her other qualifications, the hay 
made, however, no deep impreſlion on his heart; i of 
which, as it readers him liable to the charge ol ſtupid 4 
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attempt the pofieflion of her perſon: for though his con- 
forcibly reſtrained him. 


heinous crime; and the good will. he bore the father, 
with the compaſſion he had for his family, very ſtrongly 
corruborated all ſuch ſober reflections; ſo that he once 
reſolved to get the better of his inclinations, and he ac- 
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or, at leaſt, of want of taſte, we ſhall now proceed to ac- 
count. 

The truth then is, bis heart was in the poſſeſſion of a- 
nother woman, Here I queſtion not but the reader will 
be ſurpriſed at our long taciturnity as to this matter, and 
quite at a loſs to divine who this woman was, ſince we 
have hitherto not dropt a hint of any one likely to be 
a rival to Sophia; for as to Mrs Blifil, tho! we have been 
obliged to mention, ſome ſuſpicions of her affection for 
Tem, we have not hitherto given the leaſt latitude for 
inagining that he had any for her; and, indeed, I am 
ſorry to ſay it, but the youth of both ſexes are too apt 
to be deficient in their pratitade for that regard with 
which perſons more advanced in years are ſometimes fo 
kind to honour them. 

That the reader may be no longer in ſuſpenſe, he will 
be pleaſed to remember, that we have often mentioned 
the family of George Seagrim, (commonly called Black 
George the gamekeeper,) which conſiſted at preſent of a 
wife and five children. 

The ſecond of theſe children was a daughter, whofe 
name was Molly, and who was eſteemed one of the hand- 
ſomeſt girls in the whole country. 

Congreve well ſays, there is in true beauty ſomething 
which vulgar ſouls cannot admire; ſo can no dirt or rags 
hide this ſomething from thoſe ſouls which are not of the 
vulgar ſtamp. 

Ihe beauty of this girl made, however, no impreſſion 
on Tom, till ſhe grew towards the age of ſixteen, when 
Jom, who was near three years older, began firſt to caſt 
the eyes of affection upon ber; and this affection he had 
fixed on the girl long before he could bring himſelf to 


ſtitution urged bim greatly to this, his principles no leſs 
To debauch a young woman, 
however low her condition was, appeared to him a. very 


tually 


for her virtue than ſhe herſelf Aud as moſt probably ihe 


| il's are ſolely placed on one linple perſon, whoſe intereſt 
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tually abſtained three whole months ever going to Ses. 
grim's houſe, or ſeeing his daughter. 

Now, though Molly was, as we have ſaid, generally 
thought a very fine girl, and in reality ſhe was fo, yet her 
beauty was not of the moſt amiable kind. It had indeed 
very little cf feminine in it, and would have becomeg 
man, at leait, as well as a woman; for, to ſay the truth, 
youth and florid health had a very conſiderable thare in 
the compoſition 

Nor was her mind more effeminate than her perſon. Ag 
this was tall and robuſt, fo was that bold and forward, 
Lo little had ſhe of modeſty, that Jones had more regard 


liked Com as well as he liked her, ſo when the perceived 
his back wardneſs, ſhe herielt grew proportionably fore 
ward; and when ſhe faw he had entirely deſerted the 
houſe, ſhe found means of throwing herielf in his way, 
and behaved in ſuch a manner, that the youth mult have 
had very much, or very little of the hero, it her endes 
vours, had proved unſucceisful. In a word, ſhe ſoon 
triumphed over all the virtuous reſolutions of Jones; for 
tho? ſhe behaved at laſt with ail decent reluctance, pet! 
rather chuſe to attribute the triumph to her; ſince, in 
fact, it was her deſign which ſucceded. 

In the conduct of this matter, I ſay, Molly fo well 
played her part, that Jones attributed the conqueſt ens 
tirely to hinifeif, and conſidered the young woman as one 
who had yielded to the violent attacks of his paſſion, 
He likewiſe imputed her yielding to the ungovernadle 
force of her love towards him; and this the reader will als 
low to have been a very natural and probable ſuppoſition, 
as we have more than once mentioned the uncommon 
comelineſs of his perſon: and indeed he was one of the 
handſomeſt young fellows in the world. | 

As there are ſume minds whole aff-Ctions, like Mr Bli- 


and indulgence alone they confider on every occaſion; 


regarding the good and ill of all others as merely indife 
ferent, any farcher than as they contribute to the plex 
ſure or advantage of that perſon; ſo there is a ditt-real 
temps 
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emper of mind, which borrows a degree of virtue even 
rain ſelf-love. Such can never receive any kind of ſatis 
itton from another, without loving the creature to whom 
that ſatis faction is owing, and without making its well 
being in ſome ſort neceſſary to their own eaſe. . 

Of this latter ſpecies was our hero. He conſidered 
his poor girl as one whoſe happineſs or miſery he had 
zuſed to be dependent on himſelf. Her beauty was (till 
he object of deſire though greater beauty, or a freſher 
object, might have been more fo; but the little abate» 
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ed gratitude, the latter compaſſion; and both together, 
nth his defire for her perſon, raiſed in him a paſſion 
hich might, without any great violence to the word, be 
allad love; though, perhaps it was at firſt not very jus 
liciouſly placed. 


* This, then, was the true reaſon of that inſenſibility 
| "I hich he had thewn to the charms of Hophia, and that 
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chaviour in her, which might have been reaſonably e- 
jough interpreted as an encouragement to his adreſſes ; 
or as he could not think of abandoning his Molly, poor 
nd deſtitute as ſhe was, ſo no more could he entertain a 
lotion of betraying ſucli a creature as Sophia. And ſures 
% had he given the leaſt encouragement to any pale 
on for thay young lady, he muſt have been abſolutely 
wilty of one or other of thoſe crimes; either of which 
ould, in my opinion, have very juſtly ſubjected him to 
hat fate which, at his firſt introduction into this hiſtory 


mentioned to have been generally predicted as his cere 
in deſtiny, 
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tune. Here are prudes and c | 
-fing and ogling, falſehood, envy, malice, ſcandal: I 


r. . 
Being the fherteft chapter in this book. 


BREE mother firſt perceived the” alteration in the 
5 ſhapeof Molly; and in order to hide it from her 
neighbours, ſhe fooliſhly clothed her in that ſack which 
Sophia had ſent her; though indeed that young lady 
had little apprehenſion that the poor woman would have 
been weak enough to let any of her daughters wear it in 
that form. | 

Molly was charmed with the firſt opportunity the had 
ever had of thewing her beauty to advantage; for tho 
ſhe could very well bear to contemplate herſelf in the 
glaſs, even when dreſſed in rags; and though ſhe had in 
that dreſs conquered the heart of Jones, and perhaps 
of ſome others; yet the thought the additſon of finery 
would much improve her charms, and extend her con- 
queſts. | | 1 0 

Molly, therefore, having dreſſed herſelf out in tha“ 
ſack, with a new laced cap, and ſome other ornaments 


which om had given her, repairs to church with her [ 
fan in her hand the very next Sunday, The great ate 


deceived, if they imagine they have appropiated ambition 
and vanity to themſclves Theſe noble qualities flouriſh 
a8 natably in a country church, and church-yard, as in 
the drawing-room, or in the cloſet. Schemes have indeed 
been laid in the veſtry, which would hardly diſgrace the 
conclave, Here is a miniſtry, and here is an oppolitiofs 
Here are plots and circumventions, parties and factions 

equal to thoſe which are to be found in courts. 
Nor are the women here leſs practiſed in the highelt 
feminine arts than their fair ſuperiors in quality and for- 
9 8 5 Here are dich 


ſhort, ever thing which is common tg the moſt ſetendit 
aſſcmbly, or politeſt circle. Let thoſe of high fe ther 
fore, no longer deſpiſe the ignorance of their inferiors 


nor the vulgar any longer rail at the vices of their bo Y 
0 
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Molly had ſeated herſelf ſome time, before ſhe was 
known by her neighbours. And then a whiſper ran thro? 
the whole congregation, © Who is ſhe? But when ſhe 
was Cilcovered, ſuch ſneering, giggling, ti:tering and 
hughing, enfued among the women, that Mr Allwothy 
was obliged to exert his authority to preſerve any decen · 
cy among them. 


Dok IN 


in the 
m hee 
which 
1 lad 

** A baitle ſung by the muſe in the Homerican ſiyle, and which 
none but the claſſical reader can taſle. 


S. H A. F; VIM 


ar it in 

he had R Weſtern had an eſtate in this pariſh; and as his 
ov wht houſe ſtood at little greater diſtance trom this 
in the church than from his own, he very often came to divine 
nad in Wſcrvice here; and both he and the charaung Sophia hap- 
erhaps]MWpened to be preſent at this time. | 
finery Sophia was much pleaſed with the beauty of the girl, 
r cone v1.09) ſhe pitied for her ſimplicity, in having dreſſed her- 


ſelf in that manner, as ſhe ſaw the envy which it had oc- 
in this caſioned among her equals. She no ſooner came home, 
ments hau ſhe ſent for the gamekeeper, and ordered him to 
in ber! bring his daughter to her; ſaying, the would provide for 
at ate ber in the family, and might poſſibly place the girl about 
übition ber own perſon, when her own maid, who was now go- 
ouring away, had left her. 

Poor Seagrim was thunderſtruck at this; for he was no 
ſiranger to the fault in the ſhape of his daughter. He 
anſwered in a ſtammering voice,“ that he was afraid 
Molly would be too aukward to wait on her ladythip, as 
ſhe had never been at ſervice.” “No matter for that, ſays 
Sophia, ſhe will ſoon improve, | am pleaſed with the 
girl, and am reſolved to try her.“ | 

Black George now repaired to his wife, on whoſe 
prudent counſel he depended to extricate him out of his 
dilemma; but when he came thither, he found his 
houſe in ſome confuſion. So great envy had this ſack 
oecaſioned, that when Mr Allworthy and the other gen- 
try were gone from church, the rage, which had hitherto 

Vol. I. N been 
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been confined, burſt into an uproar; and, having vented 
itſelf at firſt in opprobrious words laughs, hiſſes, and ge. 
tures, betook itfelf at laſt to certain miſſile weapons; 
which though, from their plaſtic nature, they threatned 
neither the loſs of life or limb, were however {ufficiently 
dreadful to a well dreſſed lady. Molly had too much 
ſpirit to bear this treatment tamely. Having therefore 
—— but holds, as we are diffident of our own abilities, let 
us here invite a ſuperior power to our afliſtance. 

Ye muſes then, whoever ye are, who love to ſing bat. 
tles, and principally thou, who whilom didit recount the 
{laughter in thoſe fields where Hudibras and Trulla 
tought, if thou wert not ſtarved with thy friend Butler, 
a lliſt me on this great occaſion. All things are not in 
the power of all, 

As a vaſt herd of cows in a rich farmer's yard, if, 
while they are milked they hear their calves at a diſtance, 
lamenting the robbery which is then committing, roar, 
and bellow; ſo roared forth the Somerſetſhire mob an My; 
hallaloo, made up of almoſt as many ſquals ſcreams 
and other different ſounds, as there were perſons, or in- 
deed paſſions, among them: ſome were inſpired by rage, 
others alarmed by fear, and others had nothing in their 
heads but the love of fun; but chiefly Envy, the liſter of 
Satan, and. his conſtant companion, ruſhed among the Hur 
crowd, and blew up the fury of the women: who no ſoon» 
er came up to Molly, than they pelted her with dirt and 
rubbi h 

Molly, having endeavoured in vain to make a hand- 
ſome retreat, faced about; and laying hold of raged 
Beſs, who advanced in the front of the enemy, the at one 
blow felled her to the ground. The whole army of the 
enemy (though near a hundred in number) leeing the 
fate of their general, gave back many paces, and retired 
behind a new-dug grave; for the church-yard was the 
field of battle, where there was to be a funeral that very 
evening. Molly purſued her victory, and catching up 
a ſkull which lay on the ſide of the grave, diſcharged it 
with ſuch fury, that having hit a taylor on the head, the 
two Kulls ſent equally forth a hollow ſound at their 

| meeting 
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meeting, and the taylor took preſently meaſure of his 
length on the ground, where the ſkulls lay file by ſide, 
2nd it was doubtful which was the more valuable of the 
tro. Molly then taking a thigh-bone in her hand, fell 
in among the flying ranks, and dealing her blows with 
great liberality on either ſide, overthrew the carcaſe of 
many a mighty hero and heroine» 

Recount, O muſe, the names of thoſe who fell on this 
fatal day. Firſt Jemmy Tweedle felt on his hinder head 
the direful bone. Him the pleaſant banks of ſweetly- . 
vinding Stower had nourithed, where he firſt learnt the 
vocal art; with which, wandring up and down at waxes 
and fairs, he cheered the rural nymphs and ſwains, when 
upon the green they interweaved the ſprightly dance; 
while he himſelf ſtood fiddling and jumping to his own 
muſic. How little now avails his fiddle? tHe thumps 
the verdant floor with his carcale, Next old Echepole, 
the ſow-gelder, received a blow in his forehead from 
our Amazonian heroine, and immediately fell to the 
ground. He was a ſwinging fat fellow, and fell with al- 
moſt as much noiſe as a houſe. His tobacco-box dropt 
at the ſame time from his pocket, which Molly took up 
ws lawful ſpoil. Then Kate of the Mill tumbled unfor- 
tunately over a tombitone, which catched hold of her 
ungartered ſtocking, inverted the order of nature, and 
gave her heels the ſuperiority to her head. Betty Pipe 

n, with young Roger her lover, fell both to the ground; 
where, O perverſe fate! ſhe ſalutes the earth, and he. 
the ſky, Lom Freckle, the ſmith's fon, was the next 
tim to her rage. He was an ingenious workman, an 
made excellent pattins ; nay the very pattin with which 
de was knocked down, was his own workmanihip. Had 
de been at that time ſinging pſalms in the church, he 
ould have avoided a broken head. Miis Crow, the 
laughter of a farmer; John Giddith, himtelf a farmer; 
Nan dlouch, Eſther Cedling, Will Spray, Tom. Bennet, 
the three Miffes Potter, whole father keeps the fign 
ff the Red Lion, Betty Chamber-maid, Jack Oftler, and 
any others of inferior note, lay rolung among the 


KNAVES. 
N 2. Not: 


143 The HISTORY of a Bock lx 


Not that the ſtrenuous arm of Molly reached al! 
el ; for many of them ia their flight overthrew each 
other. 

But now Fortune, fearing ſhe had acted out of cha. 
raCter, and had inclined too long to the fame fide, eſy2. 
cially as it was the right lide, haſtily turned about : for 
row Goody Brown, whom Zekiel Brown careſſed in lis 
arms; nor he alone, but half the pariſh beudes; ſo tz. WM" 
mous was ſhe in the fields of Venus, nor indecd lef; in 
thoſe of Mars. The trophies of both theſe her huſbnd MP 
always bore about on his head and face; for ifcver hy. M0 
man head did by its horns diſplay the amorous gtories WM 
of a wife, Z kicl's did; nor did. his well, ſcratched face MP 
leſe denote her talents (or rather talons) of a different Id 


kind. 4 


No longer bore this Amazon the ſhameſul flight of her 
party. She ſtopt ſhort, and, calling aloud to all whoſWt: 
fled ſpoke as follows: e Somerſetſhire men, or rz Mt 
ther ye Somerſetſhire women, are ye not aſhamed, thus 
to fly from a ſingle woman? but if no other will op-W1" 
poſe her, I myſelf and Joan Top here will have the 
honour of the victory.“ Having thus ſaid, ſhe flew at Io 
Molly Seagrim, and eaſily wrenched the thigh- bone from Wc! 
her hand, at the ſame time clawing off her cap from her of 
head. Then laying hold of the hair of Molly with her bu 
left hand, ſhe attacked her ſo furiouſly in the face with ei 
the right, that the blood ſoon began to trickle from her an 
noſe. Molly was not idle this while. She ſoon remo— tio 
ved the clout from the head of Goody Brown, and theags 
faſtening on her hair with one hand, with the others the 
cauſed another bloody (tream to ide forth from the no- n 
ſtrils of the enemy. 

When each of the combatants had borne off ſuſſicient I! 
ſpoils of hair from the head of her antagoniſt, the neuf! 
rage was againſt the garments. In this attach they ex- he! 
erted lo much violence, that in a very few minutes then. 
were both naked to the middle. Wit 

It is lucky for the women, that the ſeat of fiſtycufF. wat ea 
is not the ſame with them as among men; but thou 
they may ſeem a little to deviate from their ſex, when der 

tbeſ 
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they go forth to battle, yet I have obſerved they never 
ſo far forget, as to afſail tne boſoms of each other; where 
ew blows would be fatal to moſt of them, his [ 
f chi, MW know, ſome derive from their being of a more bloody 
inclination than the males; on which account they apply 


ok IV 


ed all 
each 


„ eſye. 5 
t: * to the noſe, as to the part whence blood may malt ealiy 
in liz! de drawn; but this ſeems a far- fetched as well as ill- 
i" H. WO natured ſuppoſition. 2 


leſs in Goody Brown had great advantage of Molly in this. 
bang particular; for the former had indecd no breaits, her 
bolom, (if it may be ſo called, ) as well in colour as in 


r buys . | 
tories many other properties, exactly reiembling an ancient 
face piece of parchment, upon which any one might have 
rem drummed a conſiderable while, without doing her any 


great damage 
of her Molly, beſide her preſent unhappy condition, was dif- 
ferently formed in thole parts, and might, perhaps, have: 


| who 
or 12M tempted the envy of Brown to give her a fatal biow, had 
„thus not the ivcky arrival of Lom Jones at this intlant put au 


ill op- immediate end to the bloody ſcene. 
This accident was luckily owing to Mr Square: for he, 


e the 

Jew u Mr Bini, and Jones, had mounted their horics, after 
> fron church to take the air, and had ridden about a quarter 
m her of a mile, when Square, changing his mind, (not idly, 
h her but for a reaſon which we ſhall unlold as ſoon as we have: 
with leiſure,) deſired the young gentlemen to ride with hin 
m her another way than they had at firſt purpoſed. This mo- 


remo-Mtion being complied with, brought them of neceility back. 
| theaFWagain to the church yard. 
rs the Mr Blifil, who rode firſt, ſeeing ſuch a mob aſlembled,. 
e no- ¶ nd two women in the potture in which we left the com- 
datants, ſtopt his horſe to inquire what was the matter. 
icient & country fellow, ſcraching his head, anſwered him: 
neu don't know, maſter, un't I; and pleaſe your Honour 
cy ex: here bath been a vight, I think, between Goody Brown 
they Mend Moily Seagrim.“ Who? who!“ cries Lom; but 
withour waiting for an anſwer, having diſcovered the 
F. warfWicatures of his Molly through all the diſcompoſure in 
joughMbich they now were, he haſtily alighted, turned his 
when erte logle, and, leaping over the wall, ran to her. She 
tlie N. 3. no vy 
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nov firſt, burſting into tears, told him how barbarouſly 
the had been treated: Upon which, forgetting the lex of 
Goody Brown, or, perhaps, not knowing it, in his rape, 
for, in reality, the had no feminine appearance but a pet. 
ticoat, which he might not obſerve, he gave her a laſh or 
two with his horſe whip: and then, flying at the mob, 
who were all accuſed by Moll, he dealt bis blows ſo pro. 
fuſely on all ſides, that unleſs I would again invoke the 
muſe, (which the good- natured reader may think a little 
too hard upon her, as ſhe has ſo lately been violently 
ſweated,) it would be impoſſible for me to recount the 
borſe whipping of that day. 

- Having ſcoured the whole coaſt of the enemy, as well 
as any of Homer's heroes ever did, or as Don Quixotte, 
or any knight errant in the world could have done, he 
returned to Molly, whom he found in a condition which 
muſt give both me and my reader pain, was it to be de- 
ſcribed here. Tom raved like a madman, beat his breaſt, 
tore his hair, ſtamped on the ground, and vowed the 
utmoſt vengeance on all who had been concerned, He 
then pulled off his coat, and buttoned it round her, put 
his hat upon her head, wiped the blood from her ſace 
as well as he could, with his handkerchief, and cal. 
Jed out to the ſervant to ride as faſt as poſſible for a ſide. 
faddle, or a pillion, that he might carry her ſafe home, 

Mr Blifil odjected to the ſending away the ſervant, as 
they had only one with them; but as Square ſeconded 
the order of Jones, he was obliged to comply. 

The ſervant returned in a very ſhort time with the pil 
lion; and Molly, having collected her rags as well as the 
could, was placcd behind him. In which manner the 
was carried home, Square, Blifil, and Jones attending. 

tiere Jones having received his coat, giving her a fly 
kiſs, an whtiipered her, that he would return in the e- 
vening, quiticd his Molly, and rode on alter his com- 
panions. | +1 


CHAP, 
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warrant you think it belongs to your beauty. 
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Containing matter of no very peaceable colour. 


OLL V had no-ſooner apparelled herſelf in her 
accuſtomed rags, than her fiiters began to fall vio» 
lently upon her, particularly her eldeſt iter, who told 
her ſe was well enough ſerved. * How had the the aſ- 
ſurance to wear a gown which young Madam Weſtern 
had given to mother! If one of us was to wear it, I 
think, ſays ſhe, If myſelf have the beſt right; but I 
I ſuppole 
you think yourſelf more handſome than any of us. 
Hand her down the bit of glaſs from over the cupboard 
cries another; I'd waſh the blood from my face before 
I talked of my beauty.” “ You'd better have minded 
what the parſon lays, crie: the eldeſt, and not a hark- 
ened after men voke.“ Indeed, child, and ſo the had, 
ſays the mother ſobbing, the hath brought a diſgrace 
upon us all. She's the vurſt of the vamily that ever was 
a whore.” „Nou need not upbraid me with that, mother, 
cries Molly; you yourlelf was brought to- bed of ſiſter 
there, within a week atter you was married. “ Yes, 
buſty, aatwered the much enraged mother, fo I was, and 
what was the mighty matter of that? I was made an 
honeſt woman then; and if you was to be made an honett 
woman, I chould not be angry; but you mult have to 
doing wirh a gentleman, you nalty flut; you will have a 
biſtar , hufly, you will; and that 1 Ucty any one to lay 
ot me.“ - 

in this ſituation Black George found his family, when 
he came nome for the purpole betore mentioned As 
his wite and three daugaters were ali of them taking to- 
gether, and mott-of them crying, it was ſome time be- 
tore he could get an opportunity of being heard; but as 
ſoon as tuch an interval occurred, he acquainted the 
company with what Hophia nad sad ty him 

Goody Seagrim then began to revile her daughter a- 
teclh, Here, ſays the, you have biought us 4uto a fing 

| | QUUUIPGATY 
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quandary indeed. What will Madam fay to that big 


belly? Oh, that ever I ſhould live to ſee this day!” 

Molly anſwered with great ſpirit, “ And what is this 
mighty place which. you have got for me, father?“ (for 
he had not well underſtord the phraſe uſed by Sophia, of 
being about her perſon,) “ I ſuppoſe it is to be under the 
cook; but I than't wath diſhes for any body. My gen- 
tlemen will provide better for me. See what he hath 
given me this afternoon: he hath promiſed 1 ſhall never 
want money; and you ſhan't want money neither, if you 
will hold your tongue, and know when you are well.“ 
And fo laying, the pulled out ſeveral guineas, and gave 
her mother one of them. 

The good woman no ſooner felt the gold within her 
palm than her temper began (ſuch is the efficacy of that 
panacea) to be molliſiedl. Why, huſband, ſays ſhe, 
would any but ſuch a biockhead as you not have inqui- 
red what place this was, before he had accepted it; 
Perhaps, as Molly ſays, it may be in the kitchen; and 
truly I don't care my daughter ſhould be a ſcullion wench: 
for, poor as I am, I am a gentlewoman. And tho'l 
was obliged, as my father, who was a clergyman, died 
worſe than nothing, and fo could not give me a ſhilling 
of portion, to undervalue myſelf, by marrying a poor 
man: yet I would have you to know I have a ſpirit a 
bove all them things. Marry come up! it would beitet 
become Madam weſtern to look at home, and remems 
ber who her own grandfather was. Some of my fami- 
ly, for ought I know, might ride in their coaches, when 
the grandfathers of fome yoke walked a-voot. I wat» 
rant ſhe fancizs the did a mighty matter, when ſhe ſent 
us that old gownd; ſome of my family would not have 
picked up ſuch rags in the ſtreet, but poor people are 
always trampled upon. — Phe pariſh need not have been 
in ſuch a fluſter with Molly.--You might have told 
them, child, your grandmother wore better things new 
out of the ſhop.” 

“Well, but conſider, cried George, what anſwer ſhall 
E-make to Madam?” © don't know what anſwer, lays 
the, You arc always bringing your family into one 94 

ar 
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dary or other. Do you remember when vou ſhot the 
partrid ge, the occation of all our misturtunes? Did 
not 1 adviſe you never go into Squire Weſtern's manor ? 
Did not I tell you, niany a good year ago, what would 
come of it? But you would baye your own head- ſtrong 
ways; yes, you would, you villain. — 

Black George was, in the main, a peaceable kind of 
fellow, and nothing choleric nor raſh; yet did he bear 
about him ſomething of what the ancients called iraſcible, 
and which his wife, if the had been endowed with much 
wiidom, would have feared. He had long experienced, 
that when the ſtorm grew very hiyh, arguments were but 
wind which ſerved ratber to increate than to abate it. 
He was, therefore, feldom unprovided with a ſmall 
ſwitch, a remedy of wonderful force, as he had often 
eſaved, and which the word villain ferved as a hint tor his 
applying. 

No {coner, therefore, had this ſymptom appeared, than 
he had immediate recourle to the faid remedy, which, 
though, as it is uſual in all very ethcacious medicines, it 
at firit ſeemed to heighten and inflame the diſcaſe, ſoon 
produced a total calm, and reitored the patient to pertect 
eale and tranquillity. 

This is, however, a kind of horſe medicine, which re- 
quit es a very robuſt conflitution to digeſt, and is there» 
fore proper only for the vulgar, unleſs in one fingie in- 
ſtance, viz. where ſuperiority of birth breaks out, in 
which cate, we thould not think it very improperly ap- 
pucd by any huſband whatever, if the application was 
pot in ntelt fo bale, that, like certain applications of the 
pliy lical kind, which, need not be mentioned, it ſo much 
degrades and contaminates the hand employed in it, that 
no gentleman thould endure the thought of any thing lo 
low and deteſtable. . 

The whole family were ſoon reduced to a ſtate of per- 
fe& quiet; for the virtue of this medicine, like that of 
electricity, is often communicated through one perſon 
to many others, who are not touched by the inſtrument, 
lo lay the truth, as they both operate by ſriction, it 

max 
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may be doubted whether there is not tomething analo. Ndun 
gous between them, of which Mr Freke would do well to tha 
inquire, before he publiſhes the next edition of his book, Mc"! 

A council was now called, in which, after many debates, 
Molly ſtill perſiſting that ſhe would not go to ſervice, it Ibis 
was at length reſolved, that Goody Seagrim herſelf ſhoud Mac 
wait on Milfs Weſtern, and endeavour to procure the Nee. 
Place for her eldeſt daughter, who declared great readi- et 
neſs to accept it: but Fortune, who ſeems to have been Ho 
an enemy to this little family, afterwards put a ſtop to her 
promotion, 


CH A'S. X. 


A flory told by Mr Supple, the curate, The penetration of 
Squire Weftern. His great love for his daughter, and the 
return io it made by here 


HE next morning Tom Jones hunted with Mr Wel. 
tern, and was at his return invited by that gentle» 
man to dinner. s | 
The lovely Sophia ſhone forth that day with more 
gaiety and ſprightlineſs than uſual. Her battery was 
certainly levelled at our hero; though, I believe, ſhe her- 
ſeit ſcarce yet knew her own intention; but it the had 
any defign of charming him, the now ſucceeded. 

Mr Supple, the curate of Mr Allworthy's pariſh, made 
one of the company. He was a good-natured worthy 
man; but chiefly remarkable for his great taciturnity at 
table, though his mouth was never ſhut at it. In ſhort, 
he had one of the beſt appetites in the world, How. 
ever, the cloth was no ſooner taken away, than he always 
made iufficient ameuds for his ſilence: for he was a very 
hearty fellow; and his converſatioa was often entertains 
ing, never offuaſive. 

At his firſt arrival, which was immediately before the 
entrance of the roaſt beet, be had given an intimation, 
that he had brought ſome news with him, and was bes 

inning to tell, that he came that moment from Mr 
<*Allwortby's, when the fight of the roaſt- beef ſtruck him 
dumb, 
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dumb, permitting him only to ſay grace, and to declare, 
that he muſt pay his reſpect to the baronet; for he ſo 
ok. Naalled the ſirloin. | 

'M When.dinner was over, being reminded by Sophia of 
his news: he began as follows: * 1 believe, Lady, your 
314 WLadyibip oblerved a young woman at church yeſterday at 
the Nerenſong, who was dreſt in one of your outlandiſh gar- 
Ji. Nnents; I think I bave ſeen your Ladythip in ſuch a one. 
However, in the country, ſuch drefles are | 


Nara avis in terris, nigroque ſimillima cygno, 
That is, Madam, as much as to ſay, 


no 1 bird upon the earth, and very like a black 
/ the wan. | 


The verſe is in Juvenal: but to return to what I wag 
relating. I was laying ſuch garments are rare ſights in 
the country; and perchance too, it was thought tue more 
are, reſpect being had to the perſon who wore it, who, 
they tell me, is the daughter of Black George, your 
Worſhip's gamekeeper, whole ſufferings, I ſhould have 
pined, might have taught him more wit, than to dreſs 
forth his wenches in ſuch gaudy apparel Sne created 
Jo much confuſion in the congregation, that if Squire 


Vel. 
atle- 


nore 

Was 
her- 
| had 


nade WP vorthy had not ſilenced it, it would have interrupted 
rthy be ſervice: for I was once about to ſtop in the middle 
ty at if the firſt leſſon. Howbeit, nevertheleſs, after prayer 
hort, E. Over, and | was departed home, this occationed a 
100 attle in the church yard, where amongſt other miſchief, 


be head of a travelling fiddler was very much broken. 
his morning the fiddler came to Squire Allworthy for 
| warrant, and the wench was brought before him. 
he Squire was inclined to have compounded matters; 


Ways 


« the hen, lo! on a ſudden, the wench appeared (I aſk your 
tion, Lady hip's pardon) to be, as it were, at the eve of bring- 
s bee Ing forth a baſtard. The Squire demanded of hr who 
u Mr Nas the father? but ſhe pertinaciouſly refuſed to make 
him | any 
umb, 
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any reſponſe; ſo that he was about to mike her mittimus 
to Bridewell, when 1 departed.” 

«KAnd is a wench having a baſtard all yonr news, docs 
tor? cries Weſtern TI thought it might have been ſome 
public matter, ſome thing about the nation,” 

am afraid it is too common, indeed, anſwered the 
parſon, but I thought the whole ſtory all together deſer. 
ved- commemorating. As to national matters, your 
Worſhip knows them beſt. My concerns extend no far. 
than my own pariſh,” 

« Why, ay, fays the ſquire, I believe I do know alittle 
of that matter, as you ſay; but, cone Tommy, drink 
about, the bottle ſtands with you.” 

Jom begged to be excuſed, for that he had particular 
buſineſs; and getting up from table, eſcaped the clutches 
of the ſquire, who was riſing to ſtop him, and went off {Wanot 
with very little ceremony. at c 

The ſquire gave him a good curſe at his departure; and 
then turning to the parſon, he cried out, © I ſmoke it, | Mihe | 
ſmoke it: Tom is certainly the veather of this baſtard, 
Zooks, parſon, you remember how he recommended the 
veather o' her to me- Du un, what a ſly b—ch'tis 
Ay, ay, as ſure as two pence Tom is the veather of the 
baſtard.” 8:5 

„ I ſhould be very ſorry for that,” ſays the parſon. 

© Why ſorry? cries the ſquire, where is the mighty o, 
matter o't ? what, I ſuppoſe, doſt pretend that thee hall 
never got a baſtard! Pox! more good luck's thine: for 
I warrant haſt a done therefore many's the good time and 
often.” „ Your Worſhip is pleaſed to be jocular,“ au: ent 
ſwered the parſon: * but I do not only animadvert on 
the ſinfulneſs of the action, though that ſurely is to be hic 
greatly deprecated; but I fear his unrighteouſneſs may]W'1c | 
injure him with Mr Allworthy. And truly I muſt ſay, 
tho* he has the character of being a little wild, I nere up 
ſaw any harm in the young man; nor can I ſay I hate ara. 
heard any, ſave what your Worſhip now mentions'at ' 
I with, indeed, he was a little more regular in his reer © 
{ponſes at church; but altogetber he ſeems | 
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Chap 10. 


Tagenut vultus puer ingenuique guderis. if 


That is a claſſical line, young lady, and being render. 
ed info Engliſh, is,“ A lad of an ingenuous countenan<z 
and of an ingenuous modeſty:“ for this was a virtue in 
great repute both among the Latins and Greeks, I 
muſt ſay the young gentleman (for fo, I think, I may 
eall him, notwithſtanding his birth) appears to me a 
very modeſt, civil lad, and I ſhould be ſorry that he 
ſhould-do himſelf any injury in Squire Allworthy's opi- 
nion.“ 

« Poogh! ſays the ſquire, Injury with Allworthy! 
Why Allworthy loves a wench himſelf. Doth not all 
the country know whole ſon Tom is? You mult talk to 
another perſon in that manner. | remember Allworthy 
at college.“ | 

«I thought, ſaid the parſon, he had never been at 
the univerſity. 

Yes, yes, he was, ſays the ſquire, and many a wench 
have we two had together. As arrant a whoremaſter as 
ny within five miles o' un. No, no. It will do'n no 
harm with he, aſſure yourſelf; nor with any body elſe. 
Aſk dophia there — You have not the worſe opinion of 


a young fellow for getting a baſtard, have you girl? No 
no, the women will like un the better for't.“ 


This was a cruel queſtion to poor Sophia. She had 
bſerved Tom's colour change at the parſon's ſtory; and 
hat, with his haſty and abrupt departure, gave her ſuffi» 
ent reaſon to think ber father's ſuſpicions not groundleſs. 
er heart now, at once, diſcovered the great ſecret to her 
which it had been ſo long diſcloſing by little and little; 
1d ſhe found herſelf highly intereſted in this matter. In 


ach a ſituation, her father's ſmart queſtion ruſhing haſte- 
upon her, produced ſome ſymptoms which might have 
lar med a ſuſpicious heart; but to do the ſquire juſtice, 


hat was not his fault, When ſhe roſe, therefore, from 
er chair, and told him, a hint from him was alwa s ſufe 
clent co make her withdraw, he ſuffered her o leave 


be room; and then with great gravity of countenance, 
Vol. I. 0 remarked 
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remarked, That it was better to ſee a daughter over tho! 
modeſt, than over forward:” a ſentiment which was 


: . : ay0! 
highly applauded by the parton. 9 
There now enſucd beween the ſquire and the parſon 3 15 


molt excellent political diſcourſe, framed out cf neus. pa. 


pers and political pamphlets; in which they made a li. 


bation of four bottles of wine to the good of their 


country; and then the ſquire being fait allcep, the 


pariſon lighted his pipe, mounted his horſe, and rode 1 
home. 

When the {quire had finiſhed his half-hour's nap, he _ 
ſummoned his daughter to her harpſichord; but the begs 
ged to be excuſed that evening, on account of a violent T 
Dead ach. This remiſſion was preſently granted: for in- 
deed ſhe ſeldom had occaſion to atk him twice, as he loved 
her with ſuch ardent affection, that by gratifying her, he 
commonly conveyed the higheſt gratification to himlelf, 
She was really what he frequently called her, his little 
darling and the well deſerved to be ſo; for ſhe returned 
all his affection in the moſt awple manner. She had 
preſerved the moſt inviolable duty to him in all things; 
and this her love made not only eaſy, but ſo delighttul, 
that when one of her companions laughed at her for 
placing ſo much merit in ſuch icrupulous obedience, as 
that young lady called it, Sophia an{wered, ** You mik 
take me, Madam, if you think I value myſelf upon thi 
vecount: for, beſides that I am barely diſcharging m 
duty, I am likewiſe pleaſing myſelf. I can truly ſay, 
have no delight equal to that of contributing to my 
ther's happineſs; and if I value myſelf, my dear, it i 
having this power, and not on executing it.“ 

his was a ſatisfaction, however, which poor Sophia 
was incapable of taſting this evening. She therefore no 
only deſired tobe excuſed from her attendance at the harj 
ſichord, but likewiſe begged that he would ſuffer he 
to abſent herſelf from ſupper. To this requeſt likewiſe 
the ſquire agreed, though not without ſome reluctance 
for he ſcarce ever permitted her to be out of his ſight, u 
leſs when he was engaged with his horſes, dogs, or botil 


Nevertheleſs, he yielded to the deſire of his , 
tho 
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werfftho' the poor man was, at the ſame time, obliged to 
wa void bis own company, (if | may ſo expreſs myſelf,) 

by ſending for a neighbouring farmer to fit with 
n ai bim. 


a lis ER A M6 


the he narrow eſcape of Molly Seagrim, with ſome cbſervations 
rode for which we have been forced to dive pretty deep” into 
nature. g 


beg T OM JONES bad ridden one of Mr Weſtern's 
horſes that morning in the chace; ſo that having 
Js horſes of his own in the ſquire's ſtable, he was obligeu 


ovelllito go home on foot: this he did ſo expeditiouſly, that 
r, I he ran upwards of three miles within the half hour. 
niet, 


| Juſt as he arrived at Mr Allworthy's outward gate, he 

littleWinet the conſtable and company with Molly in their poſ- 
rnedWeion, whom they were conducting to that houſe where 
: hadWhhe inferior ſort of people may learn one good leſſon. 


inge. retpect and deference to their ſuperiors; ſince it 
nttul,Wouſt ſhew them the wide diſtinction fortune intends 
er forpetween thoſe perſons who are to be corrected for their 
ce, Mults, and thoſe who are not; which leſſon, if they do 


1 mik 


X bot learn, I am afraid they very rarely learn any other 
nt 


ood leflon, or improve their morals, at the houſe of cor- 


1g m ection. F 
lay, M A lawyer may, perhaps, think Mr Alworthy exceeded 


ny 


Wis authority a little in this inſtance. And, to ſay the 
', it 


ruth, I queſtion, as here was no regular information 
efore him, whether his conduct was ſtrictly regular. 


ophuWowever, as his intention, was truly upright, he ought to 
re noe excuſed in foro conſcientie ; fince ſo many arbitrary 
* 5 are daily committed by magiltrates who have not 
er he 


Ws excuſe to plead for themſelves, 

Tom was no ſooner informed by the conſtable whither 
hey were proceeding, (indeed he pretty well gueſſed it 
f lumſelf,) than he caught Molly in his arms, and, em- 
acing her tenderly before them all, ſwore he would 
weder the firit man who offered. to lay hol of her, 
Oz 


kewile 
tance 
bt, u 
bottl 
ughten 

tho 
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He bid her dry her eyes, and be comforted; for where. 
ever ſhe went, he would accompany her. Then turnin 
to the conſtable, who ſtood trembling with his hat off, he 
Celired him, in a very mild voice, to return with hin 
for a moment only to his father, (fo he now called All. 
worthy;) for he durſt, he ſaid, be aſſured, that when he 
had alledged what be had to ſay in her ſavovr, the girl 
would be diſcharged. 

lhe conſtable, who, I make no doubt, would have 
ſurrendered his priſoner, had Tom demanded her, very 
rcadily conſented to this requeſt, So back they all went 
into Mr Allworthy's hall; where Tom deſired them to 
ſtay till his return, and then went himſelf in purſuit of 
the good man. As ſoon as he was found, Tom threw 
himſelf at his feet, and having begged a patient hearing, 
confeſſed himſelf to be the father of the child of which 
Molly was then big. He intreated him to have com- 
paſſion on the poor girl, and to conſider, if there 
was any guilt in the caſe, it lay principally at his 
door. 

« If there is any guilt in the caſe!” anſwered Allwor- 
thy warmly, © Are you then fo profligate and adandon- 
ed alibertine, to doubt whether the breaking the laws of 
God and man, the corrupting and ruining a poor girl 
be guilt?” * I own, indeed, it doth lie principally upon 
you, and ſo heavy | it is, that you ought to expect it thould 
cruſh you.” 

« M hatever may be my fate, ſays Tom, let me ſuc- 
ceed in my interceſſions for the poor girl. I confeſs | have 
corrupted her; but whether the ſhall be ruined, depends 
on you. For teaven's ſake, Sir, revoke your warrant, 
and do not ſend her to a place which muſt unavoidaay 

ove her deſtruction.“ 2 

Allworthy bid him immediately call a fant. Tom 
anſwered, there was no occaſion; for he had luckiy nit 
them at the gate, and rely ing upon his goodneſs had 
brought them, all back into his hall, where they nov 
waited his final reſolution, which, upon his knees, he 
nn, him might be in favour of the girl; that he 
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might be permitted to go home to her parents, and not 
be expoſed to a greater degree of ſhame and ſcorn that 
muſt neceſſarily fall upon ner. I know; ſaid he, that 
is too much. I know | auf the wicked occalii Mn of it. 
Iwill endeavour to make auiends, if poſſible; and if you 
ſhall have hereafter the goodneſs to forgive me, I hops 
F thall deſerve it.“ | 

Allworthy heſitated ſome time, and at laſt ſaid,“ Well 
I will diſcharge my mittimus. — Yeu may fend the 
conſtable to me. IIe was inſtantly called, diſchargeds 
and fo was the girl. ; 

It will be believed that Mr Allworthy failed not to read 
Tom a very ſevere lecture on this occaſion; bt it is un- 
neceſſary to inſert it here, as we have faithfully trauſcribed 
what he ſaid to Jenny Jones in the firſt book, moſt ot 
which may be applied to the men, equally with the wo- 
men. 80 ſenſible an effect had thele reprovts on the 
young man, who was no hardened ſinner, that he revured 
to his own room, where he paſſed the evening alone, in 
much melancholy contemplation. 

Allworthy was ſufficiently offended by this tranſgreſ- 
fion of Jones; for, notwithſtanding the afſertions ot Me 
Weſtern, it is certain this worthy man had never indulged 
himſelf in any looſe pleaſures with women, and greaily 
condemned the vice of incontinence in others, indeed. 
there is much reaſon to imagine that there was not the 
leaſt truth in what Mr Weſtern affirmed, eſpeciay as 
he laid the ſcene of thoſe impurities at the unperlity, 
where Mr Allworthy had never been. In fact, the good 
quire was a little too apt to indulge that kind of picae- 
ſantry which is generally called rhodomuntade; but 
which may, with as much propriety, be expreiſed by a 
much ſhorter word; and, perhaps, we too often ſupply 
the uſe of this little monoſyllable by others; ſince very. 
much of what frequently paſles in the world tor wit 

and humour, ſhould, in the ſtricteſt purity of language, 
receive that ſhort appellation, which, in conformity ta 
the well-bred laws of cuſtom, I here ſuppreſs. 
But whatever deteſtation Mr Allworthy had to this 
r to any other vice, he _ not 10 blinded by it, but 
| 3 


* 


* 
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that he could diſcern any virtue in the guilty perſon, as 
clearly, indeed, as if there had been no mixture of vice, 
in the ſame character. While he was angry, therefore, 
with the incontinence of ones, he was no leſs pleaſed 
with the honour and honeſty of his ſelf-accuſation, He 
began now eto form in his mind the ſame opinion of this 
young fellow, which we hope our reader may have con- 
ceived. And in balancing his fault with his perfeCtions, 
the latter ſeemed rather to preponderate. -- 

It was to no purpoſe, therefore, that Thwackum, who 
wasimmediately charged by Mr Blifl with the ſtory, 
unbended all his rancour againſt poor Tom. Allworthy 

ve a patient hearing to their inveCtives, and then an- 
ſwered coldly; ** That young men of Tom's complexion 
were too generally addicted to this vice; but he believed 
tat youth was ſincerely affected with what he had ſaid 
to him on the occaſion, and he hoped, he would not 
tranſgreſs again.” 80 that, as the days of whipping 
were at an end, the tutor had no other vent but his 
own mouth for his gall, the uſual poor reſource of impo- 
tent revenge. | 

But Square, who was a leſs violent, was a much more 
artful man; and as he hated Jones more, perhaps, than 
| hwickum himſelf did, fo he contrived to do him more 
miſchief in the mind of Mr Allworthy, 

The reader mult remember the ſeveral little incidents 
of the partridge, the horſe, and the bible, which were 
recounzge in the ſecond book; by all which Jones had 
rather improved than injured the affection which Mr Alle 
worthy was inclined to entertain for him. The fame, 1 
belicve, muſt have happened to him with every other per- 


fon who hath any idea of friend{hip, generoſity, and, 


greatneſs of ſpirit; that is to ſay, who has any traces df 
goodneis iu his mind. 

Square himſelf was not unac quainted with the true im- 
preſlion which thoſe ſeveral inſtances of goodneſs hid 
made on the excellent heart of Allworthy;z for the 
philoſopher very well knew what virtu- was, tho' he wa 
not always, perhaps, ſtcady in its purſuitz but as for 

Thwackun 
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Thwakum, from what reaſon 1 will nat determine, no 
ſuch thoughts ever entered into his head: he ſaw Jones 
in a bad light, and he imagined Allworthy ſa him 
in the ſame; but that he was reſolved, from pride aud 
ſtubbornneſs of ſpirit, not to give up the boy whom he 
hal once cherithed; fince, by to doing, he mutt tacitly 
ackaowledge that his former opinion of him had been 
wrong. 

5 therefore embraced this opportunity of inju- 
ring Jones in the tendereſt part, by giving a very bad 
turn to all theſe before mentioned occurrences. *% | am 
ſorry, Sir, ſaid he, to own I have been deceived, as 
well as yourſelf. I could not, 1 confeſs, help being 
pleaſed with waat LI alcribed to the motive of friend. 
ſhip, though it was carried to an excels, and all ex- 
cels is faulty and vicious; but in this I made allowance 
for youth. Little did I ſuſpect that the ſacrifice 
of truth, which we both imagined to have been made to 
friendihip, was, in reality, a proſtitution of it to a depra- 
ved and debauched appetite. You now plainly ſee 
wheace all the ſeeming generoſity of this young man to 
the family of the ga nekceper proceeded. He ſupparted 
the father, in other to corrupt the daughter, and pre- 
ſerved the family from ſtarving, to bring one of them to 
ame and ruin. U his is friendthip! this is generouty » 
As dir Richard Steele ſays, ** Gluttons who give high 
prices for delicacies, are very worthy to be called gene- 
rous . In thort, I am reſolved, from this initance, uever 
to give way to the weaknels of human nature more, nor 
to taink any thing virtue which doth not exactly quad. 
rate with the unerring rule of right.” 

Cas goodnels of Allworthy had prevented thoſe con- 
ſilzrativas from occurring to himſelf; yet were they too 
plaulibie to be ablolutely and haſtily rejected, when laid 
beture his eyes by 4nother. Iadeed what Square had ſaid © 
ſunk very deeply into his mind, and the uncafinels which 
u tacre created, was very vitidle to the other; though 
tie good man would not acknowledge this, but made a 
very alight antwer, and forcibly drove off the diſcourſe 
bv lone other ſubject, It was well, perhaps, for poor 


410m, 
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Tom, that no ſuch ſuggeſtions had been made before he 
was pardoned; for they certainly ſtamped in the mind of 
Allworthy the firſt bad impreſlion concerning Jones, 


n .. 


Containing much clearer matters ; but which flow from the 
fame fountain with thoſe in the preceeding chapter. 


T HE reader will be pleaſed, I believe, to return with 

me to Sophia. She paſſed the night, after we ſay 
her laſt, in no very agreeable manner. Sleep befriended 
her but little, and dreams leſs. In the morning when Mrs 
Honour her maid attended her, at the uſual hour, ſhe 
was found already up and dreſt. 

Perſons who live two or three miles diſtance in the 
country, are conſidered as next-door neighbours, and 
tranſactions, at the one houſe fly with incredible celerity 
to the other. Mrs Honour, therefore, had heard the 
whole ſtory of Molly's ſhame; which ſhe, being of a ve- 
ry communicative temper, had no ſooner entered the 
appartment of her miſtreſs, than the began to relate in 
the following manner : 

% La, Ma'am, what doth your La'thip think? the 
girl that your La'ſhip ſaw at church on Sunday, whom 
you thought fo handſome, tho'you would not have thought 
her ſo handiome neither, if you had ſeen her nearer; 
but to be ſure ſhe has been carried before the juſtice for 


being big with child. She ſeemed to me to look like 2, 


conſident flut ; and to be ſure ſhe has laid the child to 
young Mr Jones. And all the pariſh ſays Mr Allwor- 
thy is ſo angry with young Mr jones, that he won't ſee 
him. To be ſure, one can't help piting the poor young 
man, and yet he doth not deſerve much pity neither, for 
demeaning himſelf with ſuch kind of trumpery. Yet he 
is ſo pretty a gentleman, I ſhould be ſorry to have him 
turned out of doors. I dares to {wear the wench was as 
willing as he; for ſhe was always a forward kind of bo- 
dy» And when wenches are ſo coming, young men are 
not ſo much to be blamed neither, for to be ture ol 


. 
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do no more than what is natural. Indeed it is beneath 
them to meddle with ſuch dirty draggle-tails; and 
whatever happens to them, it is good enough for 
them. And yet to be ſure the vile baggages are moſt in 
fault, I withes, with all my heart, they were well to be 
whipped at the cart's tail; for it is pity they thould be 
the ruin of a pretty young gentleman; and no body can 
deny but that Mr Jones is one of the moſt handſomeſt 
young men that ever — 

She was running on thus, when Sophia, with a more 
peeviſh voice than the had ever ſpoken to her in before, 
cried, © Prithee, why doſt thou trouble me with all this 
ſtuff? What concern have I in what Mr Jones doth? I 
ſuppoſe you are all alike! And you ſeem to me to be an- 
gry it was not your own caſe,” 

«I, Ma'am! anſwered Mrs Honour, I am forry your 
Ladyſhip ſhould have ſuch an opinion of me I am ſure 
no body can ſay any ſuch thing of me. Ali the young 
fellows in the world may go to the devil for me. Becaule 
I ſaid he was a handſome man! Every body ſays it as 
well as J. To be ſure I never thought as it was 
any harm to ſay a young man was handſome; but to be 
ſure I ſhall never think him fo any more now; for hand- 
ſome is that handiome does. A beggar wench! 

« Stop thy torrent of impertinece, cries Sophia, and 
ſee whether my father wants me at breakfaſt.” _ 

Mrs Honour then flung out of the room muttering 
much to herſelf, of which „Marry come up. 
| 2 you,” was all that could be plainly diſtinguiſh- 
e 

Whether Mrs Honour really deſerved that ſuſpicion, of 
which ber miſtreſs gave her a hint, is a matter which we 
cannot indulge our reader's curiolity by reſolving. We 
will, however, make himamencs, in diſcloſing what paſſed 
In the mind of Sophia. 

Ihe reader will be pleaſed to recollect, that a ſecret 
affection for Mr Jones had inſenſibly ſtolen into the boſom 
of this young lady. That it had there grown to a pretty 
great height before the herſelf had diſcovered it. When 
the firſt began to perceive its ſymptoms the ſenſations 

vere 
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were ſo ſweet and pleaſing, that ſhe had not reſolution 
ſufficient to check or repel them: and thus ſhe went on 
cherithing a paſſion of which ſhe never once conſidered 
the conſ{cquences. 

This incident relating to Molly firſt opened her eyes, 
Sh- now firſt perceived the weakneſs of which ſhe had 
been guilty; and though it cauſed the vtmoſt perturbati- 
on in her mind, yet it had the effect of other nauſeous phy- 
fic, and for the time expelled her diſtemper. Its opera- 
tion indeed was moſt wonderfully quick: and in the ſhort 
interval while her maid was abſent, ſo entirely removed 
all ſymptoms, that when Mrs Honour returned with a 
ſummons from her father, ſhe was become perſectiy eaſy, 
and had brought herſelf to a thorough indifference for 
Mr Jones. 

The diſeaſes of the mind do in almoſt every particular 
imitate thoſe of the body. For which reaſon, we hope, 
that learned faculty, for whom we have fo profound a re- 
ſpe, will pardon u the violent hands we have been ne- 
ceſſitated to lay on ſeveral words and phraſes which of 
right belong to them, and without which our deſcriptions 
muſt have been often unintelligible, 

Now there is no one circumſtance in which the diſtem» 
pers of the mind bear a more exact analogy to thoſe which 
are called bodily, than that aptneſs which both have to 
a relapſe. This is plain in the violent diſeaſes of ambi- 
tion and avarice. I have known ambition, when cured 
at court by frequent diſappointments, (which are the on- 
ly phyſic for it,) to break ont again in a conteſt for fore- 
man of the grand jury at an aflizes; and have heard of 
a man who had {© far conquered avarice, as to give away 
many a fix pence, that comforted himſelf, at laſt, on his 
death bed, by raaking a crafty and advaiitageous bargain 
concerning his eniuing funeral, with an undertaker who 
had married his ovly child. 


a 


In the affair of love, which, out of ſtric conformity 


with the Stoic philotophy,' we ſhall here treat as n ils 
eaſe, this proneneſs to relapſe is no leſs gonfpicnonse 
Thus it happened to poor Sophia; upon whom, tae ve— 


ry 
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ry next time ſhe ſaw young Jones, all the former ſymp- 


toms returned, and from that time cold and hot fits al- 
terpately ſeized her heart. 

The ſituation of this young lady was now very differs 
ent from what it had ever been before. That paſſion 
which had form-rly been fo exquiſitely delicious, became 
now a ſcorpion in her boſom. She reſiſted it therefore 
with her utmoſt force, and ſummoned every argument 
her reaton (which was ſurpriſingly ſtrong for her age) 
could ſuggeſt, to ſubdue and expelit In this the ſo 
far ſucceeded, that the began to hope from time and 
abſence a perfect cure, She reſ»lved therefore to a- 
void Jom Jones as much as poſſible; tor which pure 
poſe ſhe began to conceive a deſign of vititing her aunt 
to which the made no doubt of obtaining her father's 
conſent, 

But Fortune who had other deſigns in her head, put 
and immediate ſtop to any ſuch proceeding, by intro- 
ducing an accident, which will be related in the next 
chapter. 


E H A P. XIII. 


A dreadful accident which befel Si pbia The gallant behaviour 
of Joer, and the more dreadful conſequence of that behaviour 


to the young lady, with a fhert digreſſion in favonr of the 
female ſex. 


M R Weſtren grew every day fonder and fonder of 
Sophia, inſomuch that his beloved dogs them- 
(elves almoſt gave place to her in his atfections: but as he 
could not prevail on himſelf to abandon theſe, he con- 
rived very cunningly to enjoy their company, together 
vith that of his daughter, by inſiſting on her riding a 
bunting with him, 

Sophia, to whom her father's word was a law, readily 
complied with his deſires thought ſhe had not the leaſt 
delight in a ſport which was of too rough and maſculine 
a nature to ſuit with her diſpoſition. dhe had, however, 
mother motive, beſide her obedience, to accompany the 

| old 
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old gentleman in the chace? for, by her preſence, ſhe ho- 
ped in ſome meaſure to reſtrain his impetuoſity, and to 
prevent him from ſo frequently expoſing his neck to the 
utmoſt hazard. 

The ſtrongeſt objection was that which would have for. 
merly been an inducement to her, namely, the frequent 
meeting with young Jones, whom ſhe had determined to 
avoid but as the end of the hunting ſeaſon now ap. 
proached ſhe hoped, by a ſhort abſence with her aunt, 
to reaſon herſelf entirely out of her unfortunate paſſion; 
and had not any doubt of being able te meet him in the 
field the ſubſequent ſeaſon without the leaſt danger, 

On the ſecond day of her hunting, as ſhe was return. 
ing from the chace, and was arrived with a little diſtance 
from Mr Weſtern's houſe, her horſe, whoſe metcleſome 
ſpirit required a better rider, fell ſuddenly to prancing 
and capering in ſuch a manner, that ſhe was in the moſt 
imminent peril of falling. Tom Jones, who was at a 
little diſtance behind, ſaw this, and immediately galloped 
up to her adiſtance. As ſoon as he came up, he leapt 
from his own horſe, and caught hold of her's by the bri- 
dle. The unruly beaſt preſently reared himſelf on end 
on his hind legs, and threw his lovely burden from his 
back, and Jones caught her in his arms. | 
She was fo affected with the fright, that ſhe was not 
immediately able to ſatify Jones, who was very ſolicitous 
to know whether ſhe had received any hurt. She ſoon 
after, however, recovered her ſpirits, aſſured him {he was 
ſafe, and thanked him for the care he had taken of her, 
Jones anſwered, ** If I have preſerved you, Madam, | 
am ſufficiently repaid ; for I promiſe you I would have 
ſecured you from the leaſt of harm, at the expence of a 
much greater misfortune to myſelf than I have ſuffered 
on this occaſion? 

« What misfortune? replies Sophia, eagerly ; I hope 

have come to no miſchief '”? 

« Be not concerned, Madam, anſwered Jones, Hes- 
ven be praiſed you have eſcaped ſo well, conſidering the 


danger you was in» If I have broke my arm, I conſider 
it 
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bo- Wit as a trifle, in compariſon of what I feared upon yo r 
| to Waccount.” 
the MW Sophia then ſcreamed out, Broke your arm! Hea- 
ven forbid ! 
fore « | am afraid TI have, Madam, ſays Jones; bit I beg 
1ent I you will ſuffer me firſt to take care of you» I have a 
dto Wright hand yet at your ſervice, to help you into the next 
ape Wl feld, whence we have but a very little walk to your fa- 
unt, Wl ther's houſe.” 
ion; Sophia ſeeing his left arm dangling by his ſide, while 
the I he was uſing the other to lead her, no longer doubted of 
the truth. She now grew much paler than her fears for 
urn» WW herſelf had made her before. All her limbs were ſeized 
ance N with a trembling, inſomuch that Jones could ſcarce ſup- 
ome WW port her: and as her thoughts were in no leſs agitation, 
cing WW ſhe could not refrain from giving Jones a look fo full of 
nolt W tenderneſs, that it almoſt argued a ſtronger ſenſation in 
at 2 ber mind, than even gratitude and pity united can raiſe in 
ped I the gentleſt female boſom, without the aſſiſtance of a 
capt WF third more powerful paſſion. | 
bri-WM Mr Weſtern who was advanced at ſome diſtance when 
end ¶ this accident happened, was now returned, as were the 
) his Wreſt of the horſemen, Sophia immediately acquained 
them with what had befallen Jones, and begged them to 
not take care of him. Upon which, Weſtern, who had been 
tous I much alarmed by meeting bis daughter's horſe without 
ſoon Wits rider, and was now overjoyed to find her unhurt, cri- 
Wi Wed out, “ Tam glad it is no worſe; if Tom hath broken 
his arm, we will get a joiner to mend un again.” 
The ſquire alighted from his horſe, and proceeded to 
have his houſe on foot, with his daughter and Jones. An im- 
of 2 Wrartial ſpectator, who had met them on the way, would, 
en viewing their ſeveral countenances, have concluded 
dophia alone to have been the object of compaſſion: for 
* to jones, he exulted in having probably ſaved the life 
of the young lady, at the price only of a broken bone; 
and Mr Weſtern, though he was not unconcerned at the 
accident which had befallen Jones, was, however, de« 
byhted in a much higher degree with the fortunate e- 


ſcape of his daughter, 
VoL, | ; P The 
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The generoſity of Sophia's temper conſtrued this be. 
haviour of Jones into great bravery; and it made a deep 
impreſſion on her heart: for certain it is, that there is no 
one quality which ſo generally recommends men to wo. 
men as this; proceeding, if we believe the common opi- 
nion, from that natural timidiry of the ſex: which is, 
ſays Mr Oſborne, “ fo great, that a woman is the moſt 
cowardly of all the creatures God ever made ” A ſent. 
ment more remarkable for its bluntneſs than for its truth 
Ariſtotle, in his politics, doth them, 1 believe, more 
Juſtice, when he ſays, [he modeſiy and fortitude of V 
men differ from thoſe virtues in women; for the {orti. 


tude which becomes a woman, would be cowardice in a * 
man; and the modeſiy which becomes a man, wound be Noe 
pertneſs in a woman.” Nor is there, perhaps, more of 10 
truth in the opinion of thoſe who derive the partiality N out 
which women are inclined. to ſhew to the brave, from [ he 
this exceſs of their fear, Mr Bayle (I think, in his arti Noni 
cle of Helen) imputes this, and with greater prebability, 0 
to their violent. love of glory, for the truth of which, whe 
we have the authority of him, who, of all others, ſay ſqu 


fartheſt into human nature; and who introduces the 
heroine of his Odyfley, the great pattern of matrimonis 8 
al love and conſtancy, aſſigning the glory of her tor 
buſband as the only ſource of her affection towards qe 
him“. | 
However this be, certain it is that the accident opera- = 
ted very ſtrongly on Sophia; and, indeed, after much ins 
quiry into the matter, I am inclined to believe, that at 
this very time the charming Sophia made no leſs in- 
preſſion on the heart of Jones: to ſay truth, he had for 
ſome time become ſenſible of the irreſiſtible power of her 
charms, - N 


* The Engliſh reader will not find this in the poem, fer tht 
fentiment is entirely left out in the tranſlations 
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h is, The arrival of a ſurgeon. His operations, and a long dialogue 


wo between Sophia and her maid. 

U 

uth 

"'} HEN they arrived in Mr Weſtern's hall, Sophia, 
1 W who had tottered along with much difficulty, funk 
ert down in a chair; but, by the aſſiſtance of hartſhorn and 
ster, ſhe was prevented from fainting away, and had 
© be pretty well recovered her ſpirits when the ſurgeon, who 
ol Ws ſent for to Jones, appeared. Mr Weſtern, who im- 
ality Wouted theſe ſymptoms in his daughter to her fall, adviſed 
rom Wher be to preſently blooded by way of prevention, In this 
"I Wopinion he was ſeconded by the ſurgeon, who gave ſo 
ility many reaſons for bleeding, and quoted ſo may caſes 
vil; Wohere perſons had miſcarried for want of it, that the 
fan ſquire became very importunate, and indeed inſiſted per- 
| thy emptorily that his daughter ſhould be blooded. 

* Sophia ſoon yielded to the commands of her father, 


though entirely contrary to her own inclinations: for 
vards dhe ſuſpected, f believe, leſs danger from the tright than 
either the ſquire or the ſurgeon. She then ſtretched 
out her beautiful arm, and the operator began to prepare 

tor his work. f 
While the ſervants were buſied in providing materials, 
the ſurgeon, who imputed the backwardneſs which had 
appeared in Sophia to her fears, began to comfort her 
with affurances that there was not the leaſt danger; for 
no accident, he ſaid, could ever happen in bleeding, but 
rom the monſtrous ignorance of pretenders to ſurgery, 
yhich he pretty plainly inlinuated was not at preſent to be 
apprehended, Sophia declared the was not under the 
kait apprehenſion; adding, © if you open an artery, I 
romiſe you, I'll forgive you.” „ Will you? cries Welk 
ern, D — n me, if I will; if he does thee the leaſt miſe 
N of chief, 
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chief, dn me, if I don't ha' the heart's blood o' un out.“ 
The ſurgeon aſſented to bleed her upon theſe conditions, 
and then proceeded to his operation, which he performed 
with as much dexterity as he had promiſed; and with 
as much quickneſs; for he took but little blood from 
her, ſaying, it was much ſafer to bleed again and again, 
than to take away too much at once. 

Sophia, when her arm was bound up, retired: for {he 
was not willing (nor was it, perhaps, ſtrictly decent) to 
be preſent at the operation on Jones. Indeed one ob- 
jection which ſhe had to bleeding (tho? ſhe did not make 
it) was the delay which it would occaſion to ſetting the 


broken bone. For Weſtern, when Sophia was concerned, 


had no conſideration but for her; and as for Jones hims 
{e.f, he “ ſat like patience on a monument ſmiling at 
rief.“ To ſay the truth when he ſaw the blood ſpringing 
from the lovelyarm ef Sophia, he ſcarce thought of what 
had bappened to | imſelf. 

The ſurgeon now ordered his patient to be ſtript to 
his ſhirt and then entirely baring the arm, he began te 
ſtretch and examine it, in ſuch a manner, that the tor- 
tures he put him to, cauſed Jones to make ſeveral wry 
faces; which the ſurgeon obſerving, greatly wondered at, 
crying, “ What is the matter, Sir? I am ſure it is in» 
poſſible I ſhould hu:t you.“ And then holding forth 
the broken arm, he began a long and very learned lec- 
ture of anatomy, in which fimple and double fractures 
were moſt :ccurately conſidered; and the ſeveral ways 
in which Jones might have broken his arm were diſcuſſed, 
with proper annotations, ſhewing how many of thele 
would have been better, and how many worſe than the 
preſent caſe. 

Having at length finiſhed his laboured harangue, with 
which the audiet ce, tho' it had greatly raiſed their at 
tention and admiration, were not much edified, as the 


really under ſtood not a fingle ſyllable of all he had faid, 


he proceeded to buſineſs, which he was moreexpedlitiou 


in finiſhing than he had been in beginning, 
ones was then ordered into a bed, which Mr Welter 


com pelle 
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compelled him to accept at his own houſe, and ſentence 
of water-gruel was paſſed upon him. 

Among the good company which had attended in the 
ball during the bone- ſetting, Mrs Honour was one: who 
being ſummoned to her miſtreſs as ſoon as it was over, 
and aſked by her how the young gentleman did, preſent- 
ly, launched into extravagant prailes on the magnanimity, 
as ſhe called it, of his behaviour; which, the ſaid, ** was 
ſo charming in ſo pretty a creature.” She then burſt 
forth into much warmer encomiums on the beauty of his 

ſon; enumerating many particulars, and ending with 
the whiteneſs of his ſkin. | 

This diſcourſe had an affect on Sophia's countenance, 
which would not perhaps have eſcaped the obiervance of 
the ſagacious waiting-woman, had the once looked her 
miſtreis in the face all the time the was ſpraking; but 
as a looking glaſs, which was moſt commodiouſly placed 
oppolite to her, gave her an opportunity of ſurveying 
thuſe features, in which, of all others, the took mult de- 
light; io ſhe had not once removed her eyes from that 
amiable object during her whole ſpeech, 

Mrs Honour was fo entirely wrapped up in the ſubject 
on which the exerciſed her tongue, and the object before 
her eyes, that the gave her miltreſs time to conquer her 
confuſion; which having done, the ſmiled on her maid, 
and told her, She was certamly in love with this young, 
fellow, „I in love, Madam!“ anſwers thez upon my 
word, Ma'am, I ailure you, Ma'am, upon my foul, Ma'am, 
Ll am not.” © Why, if you was, cries her mittrefs, I ſee 
no reaſon that you thould be aſhamed of it; for heis 
tertainly @ pretty fellow,“ Yes,” Ma'am, antwered 
the other, that be ie, the moſt handſomeſt man I ever 
ſaw in my life. Yes, to be lure, that he is, and, as your 
Ladyſhip lays, 1 dont know why I ſhould be aſhamed 
of loving him tho” he is my betters. Jo be ſure, gentle. 


folks are but ficth and blood, no more tha us ſervants. 
Beſides, as for Mr Jones, thof Squire Alworthy has made 
a gentlemen of him, he was not io good as myſelf by 
lurtu. for thof I am a poor body, Lam an honeſt perſon's 


P 3 child, 
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child, and my father and mother were married, which i 
more than ſome people can ſay, as high as they hold their 
heads. Marry, come up! I aſſure you, my dirty couſin; 
thof his ſkin be ſo white, and to be ſure, it is the moſt 
wiiteſt that ever was ſeen, I am a Chriſtian as well as he, 
and no body can ſay that i am bale born; my grand. 
father was a clergyman *, and would have been very 
angry, I beheve, to have thought any of his family 
ſhould have taken up with Molly Seagrim's dirty leays 
ings.“ | | 

Perhaps Sophia might have ſuffered her maid to run 
on in this manner, from wanting ſufficient ſpirits to ſtop 
her tongue, which the reader may probably conjecture 
was no very eaſy taſk: for certainly there were ſome 
. Paſſages in her ſpeech which were far from being agree. 
able to the lady. However, ſhe now checked the tors 
rent, as there ſcemed no end of its flowing.“ I wonder, 
ſays ſhe, at your aſſurance in daring to talk thus of one 
of my father's friends. As to the wench, I order you 
never to mention her name to me. - And, with regard 


to the young gentleman's birth thoſe who can ſay no- 


thing more to his diſadvantage, may as well be ſilent on 
that head, as I deſire you will be for the future.” 

«I am ſorry I have offended your Ladyſhip, an- 
ſwered Mrs Honour; I am ſure I hate Molly Seagrim 
as much as your Ladyſhip can; and as for abuſing 
Squire Jones, I can call the ſervants in the houſe to wits 
nels, that whenever any talk has been about baſtards, I 
have always taken his part: for which cf you, ſays Ito 
the footman, wol] not be a baſtard if he could, to be 
ma le a gentleman of? and, ſays I, I am ſure he is a veiy 
nue gentleman; and he has one of the whiteſt hands in 

4 the 


Vis is the ſecond perſon of low condition whom we 
Fave recorded in this hiflory to have ſprung from the 
clergy. It is to be hoped ſuch wilancer, will, in future 
ages, when ſome proviſion is made for the families of tht 
inferior clergy, appear flranger than they can be thought d 
77 eſent. b. WE 
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and ſaid it was the prettieſt mutt in the world.“ 
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the world: for to be ſure, ſo he has: and, ſays I, one 
of the ſweeteſt temperedeſt, beſt naturedeſt man in the 
world he is; and, ſays I, all the ſervants and neighbours 
all round the country loves him. And, to be ſure I 
could tell your Ladyihip ſomething, but that 1 am afraid 
it would offend you.” -———— * What could you tell 
me, Honour?“ ſays Sophia. © Nay, Ma'am, to be ſure 
he meant nothing by it, therefore 1 would not have your 


Ladyſhip be offended ”—* Prithee, tell me, ſays 5ophia, 


I will know it this inſtant,” „ Why Ma'am, an- 
ſwered Mrs Honour, he came into the room, one day 
laſt week when I was a work, and there lay your Lady» 
ſhip's wuff on a chair; and, to be ſure, he put his bands 
into it, that very muff your Ladyſhip gave me but yeſ- 
terday ; La,“ ſays I, Mr Jones, you will ſtretch my Lady's 
muff, and ſpoil it; but he (till kept his hands in it, and 
then he kifl=4 it, — to be ſure, I hardly ever ſaw ſuch 
a kils in my life as he gave it.” — “ J ſuppoſe he did 
not know it was mine,” replied Sophia. Your Lady- 

ſhip thall hear, Ma'am. He kiſſed it again and again, 
«Kjat 
dir, ſays I, you have ſeen it a hundred times,” — “ Yes, 
Mr, t:onour, cried he; but who can fee any thing beau- 
ful in the preſence of your Lady but herſelf: nay_ that's. 
not all neither, but I hope your Ladyſhip won't be offen- 
ded, for, to be ſure, he meant nothing. One day as your 
Ladythip was playing on the harplichord to my maſter 
Mr Jones was fitting in the next room, and methought, 
he tcoked melancholy. La! tays I, Mr Jones, what's 
the matter! a peauy for your thoughts,” ſays I, Why 
hully, ſays he ſtarting up from a dream, what can I be 
thinking of, when that angel your mutrets is playing?” 
and then iqueczmg me by the hand. * Uh, Mrs 
Honour, tays he, how happy will that man be!” and 
then he bgheug “upon my troth his breath is as iweet . 
as a noJeyay but, to be ture, he meant no harm by its 


80 I hope your Ladyihip will not mention a word; for 
he gave me a Crown never to mention it, and made me 
ſwear upon a bouk;, but I believe, mdeed it was not the 
Bible, IE 
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Till ſomething of a more beautiful red than vermiliog 
be found out, I thall fay nothing of Sophia's colour on Mnz 
this occaſion. * Honour, ſays ſhe, I — if you will not + 
n::ntion this any more to me, — nor to any body elſe, IH pad 
will not betray you, | mean F will not be angry; bar 
but am afraid of your tongue, Why, my girl, will you mne 
give it ſuch liberties!” “ Nay Ma'am, anſwered the, to the 
| be ſure, I would ſooner cut out my tongue than offend Hof 
your Ladyſh ip, to be ture, I ſhall never mention a Hof 
word that your Ladyfhip would not have me.”'—— if he 
« Why, I would not have you mention this any more, W (a: 
faid Sophia; for it may come ro my father's ears, and I if e 
he would be angry with Mr Jones, tho? | really believe, 
as you ſay, he meant nothing. I ſhould be very 
angry myſelf if I imagined” — * Nay, Ma'am', ſay Hon- 
our I proteſt, I believe he meant nothing. I thought 
he talked as if he was out of his ſenſes; nay, he {aid 
he believed he was belide himſelf when ne had ſpoken 
the words. Ay, Sir, fays I, I believe ſo too.“ © Yes, 
fays he, Honour, — but I aſk your Ladyſhip's pardon; 
I could tear my tougue out for offending you.” * Go 
on, ſays Sophia, you may mention any thing you have 
not told me before.“ Les, Honour, ſays he, (this was 
ſometime afterwards, when he gave me the crown,) 1 
am neither ſuch a coxcomb, or ſuch a villain, as to think 
of her in any other light, but as my goddeſs; as ſuch 
Iwill always worſhip and adore her while 1 have breath 
This was all Ma'am, I will be ſworn, to the beſt of my 
remembrance; I was in a paſſion with myſelf, till I 
found he meant no harm.“ „Indeed, Honour, ſays 50- 
phia, I believe you have a real affection for me; I was 
provoked the other day, when I gave you warning; but 
if you have a deſire to ſtay with me, you ſhall.“ 0 
be ſure, Ma am, anſwered Mrs tionour, I thall never 
deſire to part with your Ladythip, To be ſure, | almoſt 
eried my eyes out when you g:ve me warning. It would 
be very ungrateful in me to delire to leave your Lady* 
thip , becauſe, as why, Ithould never get io good 4 place 
Again. I am ſure 1 would live and die with ur 
Lac ihig 
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Ladyſhip — for as poor Mr Jones ſaid, Happy is the 


man.“ þ 

Here the dinner- bell interrupted a converſation which 
had wrought ſuch an effect on Sophia, that ſhe was, per- 
haps, more obliged to her bleeding in the morning, than 
ſhe, at the time, had apprehended the ſhould be. Asto 
the preſent ſituation of her mind, I thall adhere to a rule 
of Horace, by not attempting to deſcribe it, from deſpair 
of ſuccels. Moſt of my readers will ſuggeſt it eaſily to 
themſelves; and the few who cannot, would not under- 


ſtand the picture, or, at leaſt, would deny it to be natural, 
if ever ſo well drawn, 
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Of THE Sextous 7 writing, and for what purpoſe it oor 


i introduced dict 


PERADVEN PURE there may be no parts in 
this prodigious work which will give the reader lels 
pleaſure in the peruſing, than thoſe which have given the 
author the grezt-ſt pains in compoſing. Among thele 
probably, may be reckoned thoſe initial eſſays which we 
ave prefixed to the hiſtorical matter contained in ever} 
book; and which we have determined to he «cf[entially 
neceſſary to this kind of writing of which we have ſet our- 
felves at the head. | 
For this our determination we do not hold ourſelves 
ſtrictly bound to aſſign any reaſon; it being abundantly 
ſufficient that we have laid it down as a rule neceſſary to 
be obſerved in all profaic-comic-epicewriting. Who ext 
demanded the reaſons of that nice unity of time or place 
which is now eſtabliſhed to be ſo eflential to dramatic 
poetry? What ciritic has been ever aſked, why a play 
| may 


re | 
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may not contain two days as well as one? or why the 
audience (provided they travel, like electors, without a- 
ny expence) may not be wafted fifty miles as well as 
five? Has any commentator well accounted for the limi- 
tation which an ancient critic has ſet to the drama, which 
he will have contain neither more nor leis than five acts? 
Or bas any one | ving attempted to explain, what the 
modern judges of ur theatres mean by that word Low; 
by which they bave happily ſucceeded in banithing all 
Z bumaur from the ſtage, and have made the theatre as dull 
. Wa drawing room? Upon all theſe occoſions, the world 
ſeems to have embraced a maxim cf our law, viz, Cuicun- 
— Ri in arte ſua perito credendum eff : tor it ſeems, perhaps, 
difficult to conceive that any one ſhould have had enough 
of impudence to lay down dogmatical rules in any art of 
ſcience without the leaſt foundation. In ſuch caſes, there- 
ger ore, we are apt to conclude, there are ſound and good 
reaſons at the bottom, though we are unfortunately not 
able to ſee fo far. 

Now, in reality, the world have paid too great a com- 
pliment to critics, and have imagined them men of much 
greater pre-fundity than they really are. From this com- 
plaiſance, the critics have been emboldened to aſſume a 
 Miiftatorial power, and have ſo far ſucceeded, that they 
„ Wire now become the matters, and have the aflurance to 
give laws to thoſe authors, from whole predeceſſors they 
riginally received them. 


; Thecritic, rightly conſidered, is no more than the clerk, 
hele Whoſe office it is to tranſcribe the rules and laws laid 
* down by thoſe great judges, whole vaſt ſtrength of geni- 


s has placed them in the light of legiſlators, in the ſe- 
eral ſciences over which they preſided This office 
vas all which the critics of old aſpired to, nor did they 
ever dare to- advance a ſentence, without ſupporting it 
by the authority of the judge from whence it was bore 
owed, | 

But in proceſs of time, and in ages of ignorance, the 
clerk began to invade the power, and aſſume the dignity 
of his maſter. The laws os were no longer found. 
4 on the practice of the author, but on the dictates "ad 
: "AY 
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the critic. The clerk became the legiſlator, and thoſe 
very peremptorily gave laws, whoſe buſineſs it was at firſt, 
only to tranſcribe them. 

Hence aroſe an obvious, and, perhaps, an unavoidable 
error; for theſe critics, being men of ſhallow capacities, 
very eaſily miſtook mere form for ſubſtance. hey acted 
as a judge would, who ſhould adhere to the lifeleſs letter 
of law, and reject the ſpirit, Little circumſtances, which 
were, perhaps, accidental in a great author, were, by theſe 
critics, conſidered to conſtitute his chief merit, and 
tranſmitted as eſſentails to be obſerved by all his ſucceſ. 
ſors. To theſe incroachments, time and ignorance, the 
two preat ſupporters of impoſture, gave authority; and 
thus, many rules for good writing have been eſtabliſhed, 
which have not the leaſt foundation in truth or nature; 
and which commonly ſerve for no other purpoſe than to 
curb and reſtrain genius, in the fame manner as it would 
have reſtrained the dancing maſter, had the many excel. 
lent treatiſes on that art laid it down as an eſſential rule, 
that every man muſt dance in chains. , 

To avoid, therefore, all imputation of laying down a 
rule for poſterity founded only on the authority of iſ⸗ 
dixit ; for which, to ſay the truth, we have not the pro- 
foundeſt veneration, we ſhall here wave the privilege a- 
bove contended for, and proceed to lay before the reader 
the reaſons which have induced us to interſperſe theſe 
ſeveral digreſſive eſſays, in the courſe of this work. 
And here we ſhall of neceſſity be led to open a new 
vein of knowledge, which, if it has been diſcovered, has 
not, to our remembranbe, been wrought on by any an- 
cient or modern writer. This vein is no other than that 
of contraſt, which runs thro? all the works of the crea- 
tion, and may probably have a large ſhare in conſtituting 
in us the idea of all beauty, as well natural as artificial: 
for what demonſtrates the beauty and exellence ot any 
thing, but its reverſe? Thus the beauty of day, and that 
of ſummer, is {et off by the horrors of night and winter, 
And, I believe, if it was poſſible for a man to have ſcen 
only the two former, he would have a very imperfect i- 
dea of their beauty. | 


But 
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nose But to avoid too ſerious an air: can it be doubted but 
irſt, | that the fineſt woman in the world would loſe all benefit 
of her charms; in the eye of a man who had never ſeen 
able one of another caſt? The ladies themſelves ſeem ſo ſen- 
ties, üble of this, that they are all induftrious to procure foils 
ed MN nay, they will become foils to themſelves: for I have ob- 
ter ſerved (at Bath particularly) that they endeavour to 
hich WM appear as ugly as poſſible in the morning, in order to ſet 
heſe Neff that beauty which they intend to thew you ia the 
and II evening. ; 
cel. Moſt artiſts have this ſecret in practice, tho' ſome, 
the perhaps, have not much ſtudied the theory. The jewel + 
and Mr knows that the fineſt brilliant requires a foil; and the 
hed, N painter, by the contraſt of his figures, often acquires great 
ure; Nipplauſe. 
n to A great genius among us will illuſtrate this matter 
ould fully. I cannot, indeed, range him under anv general 


xcel- Mbead of common artiſts, as he has a title to be placed 
rule, among thoſe 

vn 2 Inventas qui vitam excoluere per artes. 

0 16-480 | 

pro- « Who by invented arts have life improv'd.” 

ge a- wy 


ader I mean here the inventor of that moſt exquiſite enters» 
theſe Itainment, called the Engliſh Pantomime. | 

This entertainment conſiſted of two parts, which the 
new Minventor diſtinguiſhed by the names of the Serious and 
| has the Comic. The ſerious exhibited a certain number of 
an- IfHeathen gods and heroes, who were certainly the worſt 
that and dulleſt company into which an audience was ever in- 


crea · Froducedz and, (which was a ſecret known to few,) were 
ning Nectually intended ſo to be, in order to contraſt the comic 
cial; Wart of the entertainment, and to diſplay the tricks of 


any 
that 
nter. 
ſeen 


t i- 
But 


Harlequin to the better advantage. ; 
This was, perhaps, no very civil uſe of ſuch perſona- 
zes; but the contrivance was, nevertheleſs, ingenious e- 
ough, and had its effect. And this will now plainly ap- 
pear, if, inſtead of ſerious and comic, we ſupply the words 
luller and dulleſt; for the comic was certainly duller 
Vol. I. | 2 | ” tha 
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than any thing before ſhewn on the ſtage, and could beh. 
ſet off only by that ſuperlative degree of dulnets which 
compoſed the ſerious. So intollerably ſerious, indeed, 
were theſe gods and heroes, that Harlequin (tho? the 
Engliſh gentleman of that name is not at all related to the 
French family, for he is of a much more ferious diſpoſition,) I 
was always welcome on the ſtage, as he relieved the zu- 
dience from worſe company. 

Judicious writers have always practiſed this art of con- 
traſt with great ſucceſs. I have been ſurpriſed that 46 
race ſhould cavil at this art in omer! but indeed he 
contradicts himſelf in the very next line. 


C( 


Indig nor quandoque bonus dormitate Homerus, 
Verum opere in longo fas eft obrepere ſomnum. 


« I grieve if &er great Homer chance to ſleep; 
Yet flumbers on long works have right to creep.“ 


For we are not here to underſtand, as, perhaps, ſome 
have, that an author actually falls afleep while he is 
writing. It is true that readers are too apt to be ſo over 
taken; but if the work was as long as any of Old mixon 
the author himſelf is too well entertained to be ful 


jet to the leaſt drowſineſs. He is, as Mr Pope ob tal 
ſerves, mi 
F | an 
 Sleepleſe himſelf, to give his readers ſleep. ſct 

| ſu 


To fay the truth, theſe ſoporific parts are ſo ma 
ſcenes ot ſerious artfully interwoven, in order to contral 
and ſet off the reſt; and this is the true meaning of 
late faceticns writer, who told the public, That when 
ever he was dull, they might be aſſured there was ad 
fron in it. | 

Aga this light then, or rather in this darkneſs, I wou| 
"have the reader to conlider theſe initial eſſays. Ant 
"after this warning, if he ſhall be of opinion, that hec 
find enough of ſerious in other parts of this hiſtor 
ke may pals over theſe, in which we m—_— in 
& ; 7 | ouriou 
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and begin the following books at the ſe- 


NA. 


In which Mr Jones receives many "_ viſits during his 
0 


confinement 3 with ſome fine touches 


the paſſion of love, 


ſcarce viſible to the naked eye. 


T O M Jones had many viſitors during his confine- 
ment, though ſome perhaps, were not very agree- 
able to him. Mr Allworthy ſaw him almoſt every day: 
but though he pitied Tom's ſuffering, and greatly ap- 
proved the gallant behaviour which had occaſioned 
chem; yet het 
to bring him to a ſober ſenſe of his indiſcreet conduct; 
and that wholeſome advice for that purpoſe could never 


be applied at a 
when the mind 


hought this was a favourable opportunity 


more proper ſeaſon than at the preſent; 
was ſoſtended by pain and ſickneſs, and 


alarmed by danger; and when its attention was unimbar- 
rafſed with thoſe turbulent paſſions which engage us in 
the purſuit of pleaſure» 

At all ſeaſons, therefore, when the good man was 2 
lone with the youth, eſpecially when the latter was to- 
tally at eaſe, he took occaſion to remind him of his for- 
mer miſcarriages, but in the mildeſt and tendereſt manner, 
and only in order to introduce the caution which he pre- 


ſcribed for his 


future behaviour; on which alone, he aſ- 


ſured him, would depend his own felicity, and the kind- 


neſs which, he 


might yet promiſe himſelf to receive at the 


hands of his father by adoption, unleſs he ſhould hereaf- 
ter forfeit his good opinion; for as to what had paſt, he 
ſaid, it ſhould be all forgiven and forgotten. He there- 
fore adviſed him to make a good uſe of this accident, that 
ſo in the end it might prove a viſitation for his own 


Theilen 


was likewiſe pretty aſſiduous in his viſits; 


and he too conſidered a ſick-bed to be a convenient ſcene 


for lectures. 


Mr Allworth 


His ſtyle, however, was mare ſevere than 


y's: he told his pupil, That he ought to 
Qz Look 
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look on his broken limb as a judgment from Heaven on 
his fins; that it would become him to be daily on his 
knees, pouring forth thankſgivings that he had broken 
his arm only, and not his neck; which latter, he ſaid, 
was very probably reſerved for ſome ſuture occaſion, and 
that, perhaps, not very remote. For his part, he ſaid he 
hid often wondered ſome judgment had not overtaken 
Jam before; but it might be perceived by this, that di- 
vine puniſhments, tho? flow, are always fure. Hence 
} xewile he adviſed him to forſee, with equal certainty, 
me greater evils that were yet behind, and which were 
*: lure as this, of overtaking him in his ſtate of reprobacy, 
hefe are, ſaid he, to be averted only by ſuch a 


thorough and ſincere repentance, as is not to be expected 


cr hoped for from one io abandoned in his youth, and 
whoſe mind, lam afraid, is totally corrupted» It is my duty 
however, to exhort you to this repentance, though | too 


well know all exhortations will be vain and fruitleſs. But 
lileravi animam meam I can accuſe my own conſcience 


of no neglect; thongh it is, at the ſame time, with the 
utmoſt concern | fee you travelling on to certain mile» 


ry in this weric, and to as certain damnation in the 


next.” 

Square talked in a very different ſtrain; he ſaid, ſuch 
accidents as a broken bone were below the conſideration 
of a wiſe man. Chat it was abundantly ſuſſicient to re- 
concile the mind to any of theſe miſchances, to rellec 
that they are liabl- to befal the wifeſt of mankind, and 
are undoubtedly for the good of the whole, He laid, it 
was a mere abule of words, to call thofe things evils, in 
which there was no moral unfitneſs: the pain, which 


was the worit conſequence of ſuch accidents, was the 


moſt contemptible thing in the world with more of the 
like ſentences, extracted out of the ſecond book of Lul- 
ly's Tuſculan Queſtions, and from the great Lord Shak 
teſbury. In pronouncing theſe, he was one day fo es- 


.ger, that he unfortunately bit his tongue; and in ſuch 


a manner, that it not only put an end to his diſcourle, 
but created much emotion in him, and cauled him to 


mutter an oath or two; but, what was worſt of all, this 


accident 
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accident gave Thwackum, who was preſent, and who 
held all ſuch doctrine to be Heatheniſh and Atheiſtical, 
an opportunity to clap a judgment on his back. Now, 
this was done with ſo malicious a ſneer, that it totally 
unhinged (if I may ſo ſay) the temper of the philoſopher, 
which the bite of his tongue had ſomewhat ruffled ; and 
as he was diſabled from venting his wrath at his lips, he 
had poſſibly found a more violent method of revenging 
himſelf, had not the ſurgeon, who was than luckily in 
the room, contrary to his own intereſt, interpoled, and 
preſerved the peace. | 

Mr Blifil viſited his friend Jones but ſeldom, and never 
alone. This wortby young man, however profeſſed 
much regard for him, and as great concern at his mit- 
fortune; but cautiouſly avoided any intimacy, leſt, as he 
frequently hinted, it might contaminate the ſobriety of 
his own character: for which purpoſe, he had conltanily 
in his mouth that proverb in which Solomon tpeaks a- 
gainſt evil communication = not that he was fo bitter as 
Thwackum ; for he always expreſſed ſome hopes of Tom's 
reformation ; which, be ſaid, the unparalleled goodneſs 
ſhewn by his uncle on this occaſivn, muſt certainly ef- 
tet in one not abſolutely abandoned; but concluded, 
« If Mr Jones ever offends hereafter, I ſhall not be able 
to ſay a fyllable in his favour.” 7 . 

As to Squire Weſtern, he was ſeldom out of the ſick- 
yoo, unleſs when he was engaged either in the field, or 
over his bottle. Nay, he would ſometimes retire hither 
to take his beer, and it was not without difficulty that 
he was prevented from forcing Jones to take his beer too; 
for no quack ever held his noſtrum to be a more general 
panacea than he did this; which, he ſaid, had more vir- 
tue in it than was in all the phyſic in an apothecary's 
ſhop. He was, however, by much intreaty, prevailed on 
to forbear the application of this medicine; but from 
ſerenading his patient every hunting morning with the 
horn under his window, it was impotlivie to with- hold 
him; nor did he ever lay aſide that halloo, with which he- 
entered into all companies, when he viſited Jones, without 


ang 
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any regard to the ſick perſon's being at that time either 
awake or aſleep. 

This boiſterous behaviour, as it meant no harm, ſo 
happily it effected none, and was abundantly compenſated 
to Jones, as ſoon as he was able to ſit up, by the compa. 
ny of Sophia, whom the ſquire then brought to viſit him; 
nor was it indeed, long before Jones was able to attend 
her to the harplicord, where ſhe would kindly condeſcend, 
for hours together, to charm him with moſt delicious 
mulic, unleſs when the ſquire thought proper to inter. 
- rupt her, by inſiſting on Old Sir Simon, or ſome other 
of his favourite pieces. 

Not wit hſtanding the niceſt guard which Sophia endes. 
voured to ſet on her behaviour, the could not avoid let- 
ting ſome appearances now and then ſlip forth; for love 
may again be likened to a diſeaſe in this, that when it is 
denied a vent in one part, it will certainly break out in 
another. What her lips therefore concealed, her eyes, 
her bluſhes, and many little involuntary actions, be- 
traved 

One day when Sophia was playing on the harpſichord; 
and Jones was attending, the ſquire came into the room, 
crying, „ There, Tom, I have had a battle for thee be- 
low (tairs with thick parſon Thwackum.— He has been 
a telling Allworthy, before my face, that the broken bone 
was a judgment upon thee. D— nit, ſays I, how can 
that be? Did not he come by it in the defence of 2 
young woman ? a judgment indeed! pox, if he never 
doth any thing worſe, he will go to heaven ſooner than 
all the pariſons in the country. He has more reaſon to 
to glory in it, than to be aſhamed of it,” „ Indeed, Sir, 
Jays jones, I have no reaſon for either; but if it preſer- 
ved Miſs Weſtern, I ſhall always think it the happieſt 
accident of my life.“ And to gu? ſaid the ſquire, 
to zet Allworthy againſt thee vor it——D——-an un, it 
the parſon had unt had his pettecuoats on, I jhould ha 
lent una flick; for I love thee dearly, my boy, and d—n 
me iſ there is any thing in my power which I won't do 
tor thee. Sha't take the choice of all the horſes in my 
» ſtable to-morrow morning, except only the W 
an 
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and Miſs Slouch,” Jones thanked him, but declined 
accepting the offer. « Nay, added the Squire, ſhat 
ha the {orrel mare that Sophy rode. She colt me fifty 
guincas, and comes fix years old this graſs.” If the 
had coſt me a thouſand, cries Jones paſſionately, I would 
have given her to the dogs.“ © Pooh! pooh! aniwered 
Weltern, what, becauſe the broke thy arm, Shouldit 
forget aud forgive. I thought hadſt been more a man 
than to bear malice againſt a dumb creature.” — Here So- 
phia interpoſed, and put an end to the converſation, by 
deliring her father's leave to play to him; a requeſt which 
he never refuſed. 
The countenance of Sophia had undergone more than 
one change during the foregoing ſpeeches; and probably 
ſhe imputed the paſſionate reſentment which Jones had 
expreil-d againſt the mare, to a different motive from 
that from which her father had derived it. Her ſpirits 
were at this time in a vilble flutter, and the played ſo 
intolerably ill, that had not Weſtern ſoon fallen aſleep, 
he mult have remarked it. Jones, however, who was 
ſufficiently awake, and was not without an ear, any more 
than without eyes, made ſome obtervatjons, which being 
joined to all which the reader may remember to have 
paſſed formerly, gave him pretty itrong aſſurances, when 
he came to reflect on the whole, that all was not well in 
the tender boſom of Sophia. An opinion which many 
young gentlemen will, 1 doubt not, extremely wonder at 
his not having been well confirmed in long ago. To con- 
fels the truth, he had rather too much diflidence in him- 
ſelf, and was not forward enough in ſeeing the advances 
of a young lady; a misfortune winch can be cured only 
by that early town-education which is at perſent ſo gene- 
rally in fathion. | 
When theſe thoughts had fully taken poſſeſſion of 
Jones, they occationed a perturbation in his mind, which, 
in a conſtitution les pure and firm than his, might have 
been, af juch a ſcalvn, attended with very dangerous con- 
ſequences, He was truly ſenſible of the great worth 
of 50plia, He extremely liked her perſyun, no leſs adui- 
red her accomplichments, and tenderly. ioved her good» 
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' neſs, In, reality, as he had never once entertained any 
thought of poil=:fling her, nor had ever given the leaſt vo- 
luntary indulgence to his inclinations, be had a much 
ſtronger paſſion for her than he himfelf was acquainted 
with, His heart now brought forth the full ſecret, at 
the fame time, that it aſſured him the adorable object re- 
turned his affection. 


| o 
Mhich all who have no heart, will think to contain much ads 
| about nothing. | 


HE reader will perhaps imagine the ſenſations 
which now aroſe in Jones to have been ſo ſweet 
and delicious, that they would rather tend to produce a 
chearful ſerenity in the mind, than any of thoſe danger- 
ous effects which we have mentioned; but, in fact, ſen- 
fations of this kind, however delicious, are, at their firſt 
recognition, of a very tumultuous nature, and have very 
little of the opiate in them. They were, moreover, in 
the preſent caſe, embittered with certain circumſtances, 
which being mixed with ſweeter ingredients, tended al- 
together to compoſe a draught that might be termed 
bitter ſweet; than which, as nothing can be more diſs 
agreeable to the palate, fo nothing, in the metaphorical 
fenſe, can be ſo injurious to the mind. 

For firſt, tho' he had ſufficient foundation to flatter 
himſelf in what he had obſerved in Sophia, he was not 
yet free from doubt of miſconſtruing compaſſion, or, at 
beſt, eſteem, into a warmer regard. He was far from a 
fanguine aſſurance that Sophia had any ſuch affection to- 
wards him as might promiſe his inclinations that harveſt 

1, if they were encouraged and nurſed, they would 
... - 7 grow upto require. Belides, if he could hope to 
+... 20 bar to his happineſs from the daughter, he 


nt himſelf certain of meeting an effectual bar im. 


ther; who, tho' he was a country ſquire in bis 
ons, was perfectly a man of the world in whatever 
ed his fortune; had the moſt violent affection for 
- 7 daughter, and had ofien ſiguiticd, in his cups, the 
Plealure 
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pleaſure he propoſed in ſceing her married to one of the 
richeſt men in the country Jones was not fo vain and 
ch benſeleſs a coxcomb as to expect, from any regard which 
ed Weſtern had profeſſed for him, that he would ever be in- 
at I duced to lay aſide theſe views of advancing his daughter. 
re. Ille well knew, that fortune is generally the principal, if 
not the ſole conſideration, which operates on the beſt of 
parents in theſe matters: for friendſhip make us warmly 
eſpouſe the intereſts of others, but it is very cold to the 

ada gratiſication of their paſſions. Indeed, to feel the happi- 
eſe which way retult from this, it is necefſary we ſhould 
poſſeſs the paſſion ourſelves. As he had, therefore, no 

ns Khopes of obtaining her father's conſent; fo be thought 
cet Mio endeavour to ſucceed without it, and by ſuch means to 
2 Mfruſtrate the great point of Mr Weſtern's life, was to 
er make a very ill uſe of his hoſpitality, and a very ungrate- 
n* ful return to the many little favours received (however 
rit roughly) at his hands. If he ſaw ſuch a conſequence with 
Ty horror and diſdain, how much more was he ſhocked with 
in What regarded Mr Allworthy; to whom, as he had more 
es, chan filial obligations, ſo had he for him more than filial 
iety? He knew the nature of that good man to be fo a- 
erſe to any bafeneſs or treachery, that the leaſt attempt 
ff ſuch a kind would make the ſight of the guilty per- 
ſon for ever odious to his eyes, and his name a deteſtable 
ſound in his ears. The appearance of ſuch inſurmount- 
able difficulties was ſufficient to have inſpired him with 
ot Meelpair, however ardent his withes had been; but even 
thele were controlled by compaſſion for another woman, 
Phe idea of lovely Molly now intruded itfelt before him, 
He had tworn «ternal conſtancy in her arms, and ſhe 
had as often vowed never to outlive his deſerting her. 
He no law her in all the moit ſhocking poſtures of death; 
wy, he conſidered all the miſeries ot proſtitution to which 
he would be liable, and of which he would be doubtly 
im Wie occalion; firſt by ſeducing, and then by deterting 
her; for he well knew the hatred which all her neigh» 
daurs, and even her own litters bore her, and how ready 
hey would all be to tear her to pieces» Indeed, he had 


expoled 
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expoſed her to more envy than thame, or rather to the 
latter by means of rhe former; for many women abuſed 
her for being a whore, while they envied her her lover 
and her finery, and would have been theinſe]ves glad to 
have purchaſed theſe at the fame rate. The ruin, there. 
fore, of the poor girl muit, he foreſaw, unavoidably at- 
tend his deſerting her; and this thought ſtung him to 
the foul. Poverty and diſtreſs ſcemed to him to give 
none a right of aggravating thoſe misfortunes. The 
meanneſs of her condition did not repreſent her miſ-ry as 
of little conſequence in his eyes, nor did it appear to 
juſtify, or even to palliate bis guilt in bringing that miſery 
upon her. But why do | mention jultification? His own 
heart would not ſuffer him to deſtroy a human creature 
who, he thought, loved him, and had to that love ſacri- 
ficed her innocence. His own good heart pleaded her 
cauſe; not as a cold venal advocate, but as one inteſted 
in the event, and which muſt itſelf deeply ſhare in all 
the agonies its owner brought on another. 

When this powerful advocate had ſufficiently raiſed 
the pity of Jones, by painting poor Molly in all the cir 
cumſtances of wretchedneſs, it artfully called in the al. 
fiſtance of another paſſion, and repreſented the girl in all 
the amiable colours of youth, health, and beauty; a 
one greatly the object of deſire, and much more fo, at 
leaſt to a good mind, from being, at the ſame time, the 
object of compaſſion. 

Amidſt theſe thoughts, poor Jones paſſed a long ſleep- 
leſs night; and in the morning the reſult of the whole 
was, to abide by Molly, and to think no more of 

In this virtuous reſolution he continued all the next 
day till the evening, cheriſhing the idea of Molly, and 
driving Sophia from his thoughts: but in the fatal e 
vening, a very trifling accident ſet all his paſſions again on 
float, and worked ſo total a change in his mind, that ve 
think it decent to communicate it in a freſh chapter« 


CHAP 


v. Nenap. 4. FOUNDLING. 59H 


ſed n 
to 4 Jie chapter, in evhich is contained a little incidents 


* MON G other viſitants who paid their compliments 

to the young gentleman in his confinement, rs 
Honour was one The reader, perhaps, when he reflects 
on ſome expreſſions which have formerly dropped from 
her, may conceive that ſhe herſelf had a very particular 
affection for Mr Jones; but in reality it was no ſuch 
ſery thing. Tom was a handſome young fellow; and for 
that ſpecies of men Mrs Honour had ſome regard; but 
this was perfectly indiſcriminate: for having been croſſed 
in the love which ſhe bore a certain nobleman's footman, 
who had baſely deſerted her after promiſe of marriage, 
ſhe had ſo ſecurely kept together the broken remains of 
her heart, that no man had ever ſince been able to pro- 
feſs bimſelf of any ſingle fragment. dhe viewed all 
handſome men with that equal regard and benevolence 
ene wbich a ſober and virtuous mind bears to all the good. 
She might, indeed, be called a lover of men, as 


n al Socrates was a lover of mankind, preferring one to an- 
other for corporeal, as he for mental qualifications; but 
” . never carrying this preference ſo far as to cauſe any 
z 


perturbation in the philoſophical ſerenity of her tem- 
| 


Per. 
ler The day after Mr Jones had that conflict with him- 
| ſelf, which we have ſeen in the preceding chapter, Mrs 
e Honour came into his room, and finding him alone, be- 
gan in the following manner: La, Sir, where do you 
think I have been? I warrants you, you would not 
puels in fifty years; but if you did gueſs, to be fure, 
I muſt not tell you neither.” “ Nay, if it be ſomething 
which you muſt not tell me, faid Jones,“ I ſhall have 
the curiolity to inquire, and | know you will not be 
ſo barbarous as to refuſe me.” I don't know, cries ſhe, 
Why l ſhould refuſe you neither, for that matter: for 
AP to be ſure you won't mention it any more. And for 
| that matter, if you knew where LI have been, _ you 
; new 
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knew what I have been about, it would nor ſignify much. Neat 
Nay, I don't ſee why it ſhould be kept a ſecret, for my ba. 
part; for to be ſure ſhe is the beſt lady in the world.“ en 
Upon this Jones began to beg earneſtly to be let into this 


_ = _ _— 
— — — — — * 
. ͤ wore 


ſccret, and faithfully promiſed not to divulge it. She fet 
then proceeded thus: Why, you muſt know, Sir, ny WM". 
young lady ſent me to inquire after Molly Seagrim, and 1 

er 


to ſee whether the wench wanted any thing: to be ſure[ 
did not care to go, methinks; but ſervants muſt do what . 
they are ordered. How could you undervalue your. bia 


ſelf ſo Mr Jones? — 80 my lady bid me go, and carry wh 
her fome linen and other thing. She is too good. blir 
If ſuch forward ſluts were ſent to Bridewell, it wouid be Ho 
better for them. I told my lady, ſays I, Madam, your Jon 
La'ſhip is encouraging idleneſs —” © And was my bia 
Sophia ſo good?” ſays Jones. % My Sophia! I af. Jen 
ſure you, marry come up,” anſwered Honour. “ And 8 

et if you knew all, — indeed, if 1 was as Mr Jones, IV. 
thould look a little higher than ſuch trumpery as Mol. an 

to 


ly Seagrim.“ What do you mean by theſe words,” 
replied Jones, if I knew all ?” © I mean what I mean, 8 
ſays Honour: Don't you remember putting your hands 
in my lady's muff once? I vow I could almoſt find in 
my heart to tell, if I was certain my lady would never 
come to the hearing on't.” — Jones then made ſeveral 
ſolemn proteſtations. And Honour proceeded, “ Then 
to be ſure, my lady gave me that muff; and afterwards, 
upon hearing what you had done.” © Then you told 
her what I had done!” interrupted Jones. If I did, 
Sir, anſwered ſhe, you need not be angry with me. Ma 
ny's the man would have given his head to have had my 
lady told, if they had known -— for, to be ſure, the big: 
geſt lord in the land might be proud—bur, I oroteſt, l 
have a great mind not to tell you.” Jones fell to 
intreaties, and ſoon prevailed on her to go on thus: 
« You muſt know then, Sir, that my lady had given this 
muff to me; but about a day or two after I had told her 
the (tory, ſhe quarrels with her new muff, and to be {ure 
it is the prettieſt that ever was ſeen. Honour, ſays he, 
— this is an odious muff; it is too big for me, | 

can't 
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can't wear it — till I can get another, you muſt let me 
have my old one again, and you may have this in the room 
11.» on't—for ſhe's a good lady, and ſcorns to give a thing 
chis and take a thing, | promiſe you that. So to be ſure I 
fetched it her back again, and, I believe, ſhe bath worn 
it upon. her arm almoſt ever ſince, and | warrants 
And has given it many a kiſs when no body has ſeen 
her. 

uy Here the converſation was interrupted by Mr Weſtern 
himſelf, who came to ſummon Jones to the harpſichord; 
whither the poor young fellow went all pale and trem- 
bling» This Weſtern obſerved; but on ſeeing Mrs 
4 he Honour imputed it to a wrong cauſe; and having given 
Jones a hearty curſe between jeſt and earneſt, he bid 
him beat abroad, and not poach up the game in his war- 

een. 

* Sophia looked this evening with more than uſual beau- 
ty, and we may believe it was no ſmall addition to her 
Nol. Ncharms in the eye of Mir Jones, that the now happened 
rds Ito have on her right arm this very muff 

an, She was playing one of her father“ favourite tunes, 
ands and he was leaning on her chair, when the muff fell over 
her fingers, and put her out. his ſo dilconcerted the 
ſquire, that he ſnatched the muff from her, and with a 


ever 
veral Nhearty curſe threw it into the fire. Sophia inſtantly ſtart- 
hen Ned up, and with the utmoſt eagerneſs recovered it from 
ards, the flames. 


told Though this incident will probably appear of little con- 


did, equence to many our readers; yet trifling as it was, it 
Ma ad fo violent an eff-& on poor Jones, that we thought 
1 my WW! our duty to relate it. In reality, there are many little 
 big- Eircumſtances too often omitted by injudicious hiſtorians, 


rom which events of the utmoſt importance ariſe. The 

'orld may indeed be conſidered as a vaſt machine, in 
which the great wheels are originally ſet in motion by 
hoſe which are very minute, and almoſt imperceptible 
0 any but the ſtrongeſt eyes. 

Thus, not all the charms of the incomparable Sophia, 
ot all the dazzling brightneſs and languiſhing ſoftneſs of 
zer eyes, the harmony of her voice and of her perſon, 
Vol. I, R not 
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not all her wit, good humour, greatneſs of mind, or ſweets 
neſs of diſpoſition, had been able fo ablolutely to 
conquer and inflave the heart of poor Jones; at this 
little incident of the muff. Thus the poet ſweetly ſings 
of Troy: 


— Captique dolis lachrymiſque coacti 
Duos neque Tydides, nec Lariſſæus Achilles, 


Non anni domuere decem non mille carina. 


A thouſand hips, nor ten years, ſiege had done, 


What Diomede, or Thetis' greater ſon, 
Falſe tears, and tawning words, the city won. 


The citadel of Jones was now taken by ſurpriſe, All 


| thoſe conſiderations of honour and prudence, which 


our hero had lately, with ſo much military wiſdom, 


placed as guards, over the avenues of his heart, ran a» 


way from their poſts, and the god of love marched inin 
triumph. | | 


W 
A very long chapter, containing a very great incident, 


B tho” this victorious deity eaſiy expelled his avow 
ed enemies from the heart of Jones, he found it 
more difficult to ſupplant the garriſon which he bimſelf 


had placed there, To lay aſide all allegory, the concan 


for what muſt become of poor Molly, greatly diſturbed 
and perplexed the mind of the worthy youth. The ſu 

rior merit of Sophia totally eclipled, or rather extin- 
guiſhed all the beauties of the poor girl; but compaliion 
inſtead of contempt, ſacced to love. He was convinced 
the girl had placed all her affections, and all her proſped 
of future happineſs in him only. For this he had, be 
knew, given ſufficient occaſion, by the utmoſt profuſion 


of tenderneſs towards her: a tenderneſs which he had 


taken every means to perſuade her he would alan 


maintain. She, on her fide, had aſſured him of her * 
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belief in his promiſe, and had, with the moſt ſolemn 
vows declared, that on his fulfilling or breaking theſe 
promiſes it depended whether the thould be the hape 
pieſt or moſt miſerable of womankind. And to be 
the author of the higheſt degree of miſery to a human 
being, was a thought on which he could not bear 
to ruminate a ſingle moment tHe conſidered this 
poor girl as having ſacrificed to him every thing in her 
little power, as having been, at her own expence, the 
object of his pleature; as ſighing and languithing tor him 
even at that very inſtant. Shall then, fays he, my reco- 
very, for which the has ſo ardently withed, ſhall my 
preſence, which ihe has fo eagerly expected, inſtead 
of giving her that joy with wich the bad flattereck 
herielf, cait her at once down into miſery and de- 
ſpür? Can I be ſuch a villain? Here, when the genius 
of poor Molly {zene triumphant, the love of Sophia to— 
waris him, which ,nqw appeared no longer dudious, 
ruthed upon his mind, and bore away every obltacle be- 
fore it. 

Ar length it occurred to him, that he might poſlibly 
be able to make Moily amends another way, namely, by: 
giving her a ſum of money, This, nevertheleſs, he al- 
moſt deſpaired of her accepting, when he recollected the 
frequent and vehement aſſura ces he had received from 
her, that the world put in balance with him would make 
her no amends for his lols, However, her extreme po— 
verty, and chiefly her egregious vanity, (ſomewhat of 
which hath been already hinted to the reader,). gave him 
ſome little hope, that notwithſtanding all her avowed 
tenderneſs, ſhe might in time be brought to content her- 
ſelt with a fortune tuperior to her expectation, and which 
might indulge her vanity, by ſetting her above all her 
equals. He reſolved, therefore, to take the ſirſt oppor- 
tumty of making a propolal of this kind. | 

One day, accordingly, when his arm was ſo well reco- 
vered that ce could walk eaſily with it flung in a ſaſh, 
he {tole forth, at a ſeaſon when the Squire was engaged 
in his field exerciſes, and vilited his far one. Her mo- 
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ther and ſiſters, whom he found taking their tea, infor. WW fn 
med him firſt that Molly was not at home; but after. W © 
wards, the eldeſt ſiſter acquainted him, with a malicious 
{mile, that ſhe was above ſtairs a bed. Tom had no oh. 
jection to this ſituation of his miſtreſs and immediately 
a'cended the ladder which led towards her bed-cham- br 
ber; but, when he came to the top, he, to his 
great ſurpriſe, found the door faſt; nor could he for 
tome time obtain any anſwer from within; for Mol n 
Iv. as the herſelf afterwards informed him, was fait - an 
fleep. 8 

The extremes of rief and joy have been remarked to - 
produce very ſimilar effects; and when either of theſe MW { 
ruſhes on us by ſurpriſe, it is apt to create ſuch a torzl in 
perturbation and contuſion, that we are often thereby 
.Ceprived of the uſe of all our fatylties. It cannot there. yo 
fore be wondered at, that the YKpexpected fight of. Mr Ml ot. 
Jones ſhould ſo ſtrongly operatg the mind of Molly, to 
and ſhould overwhe'm her with fwch confuſion, that, MW co. 
for ſome minutes ſhe was unable to expreſs the great I co. 
raptures with arhich the reader will ſuppoſe the was f. N the 
fected on this occaſion, As for Jones, he was ſo entirely - 
poſſeſſed, and, as it were, inchantet by the preſence of 
his beloved cbject, that he, for a while, forgot 50- 
phia, and, conſequently, the principal purpoſe of his 
viſit. ; 

This, however, ſoon recurred to his memory; and, 
after the firſt tranſports cf their meeting were over, he 
found means by degrees to introduce a diſcourſe on the 
fatal conſequences which muſt attend their amour, if Mer 
Allworthy, who had ſtrictly forbidden him ever fering 
her more, ſhould diſcover that he fill carried on:this 
commerce. Such a diſcovery, which his enemies 
him reaſon to think would be unavoidable, muſt, he 
end in his ruin, and, conſequently, in hers. Since, 
fore, their hard fates had determined that they 
ſeparate, he adviſed her to bear it with rio 
ſwore he would never omit any opportunity, thro” Ms 
courſe of his life, of ſhewing her the ſincerity of his atit- 
tion, by providing for her in a manner beyond her utmok 
expectation 
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upright any where but in the middle. 


FOUNDLING 197 
expectation, or even beyond her wiſhes, if ever that 
ſhould be in his power; concluding at laſt, that ſhe might 
ſoon find ſome man who would marry her, and who 
would make her much happier than the could be by lead» 
ing a diſreputable life with him. 

Molly remained a few moments in filence, and hen. 
burſting into a flood of tears, ſhe began to upbraid him 
in the following words: © And this is your love for me, 
to forſake me in this manner, now you have ruined me? 
How often, when I have told you that all men are falſe, 
and perjury alike, and grow tired of us as ſoon as ever 
they have had their wicked wills of us, how often have 
you {worn you would never forſake? And can you be 
ſuch a perjury man after all; What ſignifies all the riches 
in the world to me without you, now you have gained 
my heart, fo you have you have! ——— Why do 
you mention another man to me? I can never love any 
other man as long as I live. All other men are nothing 
to me. If the greateſt ſquire in all the country would 
come a ſuiting to me to-morroy, I would not give my 
company to him. No, I ſhall always hate and deſpiſe 
the whole ſex for your ſake.” 

dhe was proceeding thus, when an accident put a ſtop: 
to her tongue, before it had run out half its career. The 
room, or rather garret, in which Molly lay, being up one 
pair of ſtairs, that is to ſay, at the top of the houſe, was of. 
a flopping figure, reſembling the great _ of the 
Greeks. The Englith reader may, perhaps, form a better 
idea of it, by being told, that it was impoſlible to ſtand. 
Now, as this 
toom wanted the convenicucy of a cloſet, Molly had, to 
ſupply that defect, nailed up an old rug againſt the 
rafters of the houſe, which incloſed a little hole where 
her beſt apparel, ſuch as the remains of that ſack which. 
we have tormerly mentioned, ſome caps, and other things 
with which ſhe had lately provided hertelf, were hung up- 
and ſecured from the duſt. 

This incloſed place exactly fronted the foot of the bed 
to which, indeed, the rug hung ſo near, that it ſerved, 
un manner, to ſupply the want of curtain. Now cher 
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ther Molly, in the agonies of her rage, puſhed this rug 
with here feet, or Jones might touch it; or whether the 


pin or nail gave way of its own accord, I am not certain; 


but as Molly pronounced thoſe laſt words, which are 
recorded above, the wicked rug got looſe from its faſten. 
ing, and diſcovered every thing hid behind it; where 3. 
mong other female utenſils, appeared -( with ſhame 
I write it, and with ſorrow will it be read) ——the phil. 
{oper Square, in a poſture; (for the place would not near 
admit his ſtanding upright) as ridicuious as can poſlibly 
be conceived. ' 

The poſture indeed, in which he ſtood, was not great. 
ly unlike that of a ſoldier who is tied neck and heels; 
or rather reſembling the attitude in which we often ſee 
fellows in the public ſtreets of London, who are not ſuf. 
fering but deſerving puniſhment by ſo ſtanding. He had 
a night-cap belonging to Molly on his head, and his two 
large eyes the moment the rug fell, ſtared directly at 
Jones; ſo that when the idea of philoſophy was added 
to the figure now diſcovered, it would have been very 
difficult for any ſpectator to have refrained from immo- 
derate laughter. . . 

L queſtion not but the ſurpriſe of the reader will be 
here equal to that of Jones; as the ſuſpicions which muſt 
ariſe from the appearance of this wiic and grave man in 
fuch a place, may ſeem ſo inconſiſtent with that character 
which he has, doubleſs, maintained hitherto, in the op- 
nion of every one. F 

But to confeſs the truth, this inconfiltency is rather 
Imaginary than real. Philoſophers are compoſed of fleſh 
and blood as well as other human creatures; and hows 
ever ſublimated and refined the theory of theſe may be, 
a little practical frailty is as incident to them as to other 
mortals. It is, indeed, in theory only, and not in prac* 
tice as we have before hinted, that conſiſts the differs 
'gncez for though ſuch great beings think much beiter 
and more wiſely, they always act exactly like other men. 
They know very well how to ſubdue all appetites and 
paſſions, aud to deſpiſe both pain and pleaſure z and this 
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knowledge affords much delightful contemplation, and 
is eaſily acquired; but the practice would be vexatious 
and troubleſome; and therefore, the ſame wiſdom which 
teaches them to know this, teaches them to avoid car- 
rying it into execution. f 

Me Square happened to be at church, on that Sunday, 
when, as the reader may be pleaſed to remember, the 
appearance of Molly in her ſack bad cauſed all the diſ- 
tur bance. Here he lirſt obſerved her, and was fo pleaſed 
with her beauty, that he prevailed with the young gen- 
tlemen to change their intended ride that evening, that 
he might paſs by the habitation of Molly, and, by that 
means, might obtain a ſecond chance of ſeeing her This. 
reaſon, however, as he did not at that time mention to 
any, ſo neither did we think proper to communicate it 
then to the reader. 

Among other particulars which conſtituted the unfite 
neſs of things in Mr” Square's opinion, danger and diffi«- 
culty were two. The difficulty, therefore, which he ap- 
prehended there might be in corrupting” this young 
wench, and the danger which would accrue to his cha- 
racter on th diſcovery, were ſuch ſtrong diſſuaſives, that 
it is probable, he at firſt intended to have contented him» 
ſelf with the pleaſant ideas which the ſight of beauty 
furniſhes us with. Theſe the graveſt men, after a full 
meal of ſerious meditation, often allow themſelves by 
way of Jelert; for which purpoſe, certain books and 
pictures find their way into the moſt private receſſes 
of their ſtudy, and a certain liquoriſh part of natural 
philoſophy is often the principal ſubject of their conver- 
lation, 

But when the philoſopher heard, a day or two after- 
wards, that the fortreſs of virtue had already been ſubd: - 
ed, he began to give a larger ſcope to his defires. Fi - 
appetite was not of that ſqueamiſh kind, which car 
feed on a dainty becauſe another hath taſted it. Inf 
he liked the girl the better for the want of that h 
which, if ſhe had poſſeſſed it, mult have been a 
his pleaturesz he purſued, and obtained her. 

The reader will be miſtaken, if us thinks V. + + + 
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Sꝗ uare the preference to her younger lover: on the con- 
traiy, had ſhe been contine.! to the choice of one only, 
Joncs would, undoubtedly, have been, of the two, the 
victorious perſon, Nor was it ſolely the conſideration, 
that two are better than one, (though, this had its pro- 
per weight,) to which Mr Square owned his ſucceſs; 
the ab ence of Jones during his cor finement was an uns 
lucky circumſtance? and, in that interval, ſome well. 
choſen pretents from the philoſpher ſo ſoftened and un- 
guarded the girl's heart, that a favourable opportunity 
became irreſiſtible, and Square triumphed over the poor 
remains of virtue which ſubſiſted in the boſom of 
Molly. 

It was now about a fortnight fince this conqueſt, when 
Jones paid the above-mentioned viſit to his miſtreſs, 
at a time when ſhe and Square were in bed together, 
This was the true reaſon why the mother denied her, ay 
we have ſeen; for as the old woman ſhared in the pro- 
fits ariſing from the iniquity of her daughter, the en- 
couraged and protected her in it to the utmoſt of her 
power; but tuch was the envy and hatred which the 
elder liſter bore towards Molly, that notwithſtanding the 
had ſome part of the booty, the would willingly have 
parted with this to ruin her filter and ſpoil her. trade. 
Hence ſhe had acquainted Jones with her being above 
ſtairs in bed, in hopes that he might have caught her in 
Square's arms. This, however, Molly found means to 
prevent, as the door was faſtened: which gave her an 
opportunity of conveying her lover behind that rug 
or blanket where he now was unhappily diſcovered. 

Square no tooner made his appearance, than Molly 
ung herſelf back in her bed, cried out the was undone, 
and abandoned herſelf ro deſpair. This poor girl, who 
was yet but a novice in her- buſineſs, had not arrived to 
that perfection of aſſurance which helps off a town lady 
in any extremity, and either prompts” her with an excuſe 
or eie inſpires her to brazen out the matter with her 
huſband; who from love of quiet, or out of fear of his re- 
putation, and ſometimes, perhaps, from fear of the gal- 
lant, who, like one Mr. Conſtant in the play, 1 05 
, x . bak wor 
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ſword, is glad to ſhut his eyes, and contented to put his 
horns in his pocket. Molly, on the contrary, was filenced 
by this evidence, and very fairly gave up a cauſe which 
ſhe had hitherto maintained with ſo many tears, and with 
ſuch ſolemn and vehement proteſtations of the pureſt 
love and conſtancy. 
As to the gentleman behind the arras, he was not in' 
much leſs conſternation He ſtood for a while motions 
leſs, and ſeemed equally at a loſs what to ſay, or whether 
to direct his eyes. Jones, though perhaps the moſt 
aſtoniſhed of the three, firſt found his tongue; and, be- 
ing immediately recovered from thoſe uncaiy ſenſations 
which Molly by her upbraidings had occalioned, he burſt 
into a loud laughter, and then faluting Mr Square, ad- 
vanced to take bim by the hand,. and to relieve him 
from his place of confinement. | 
Square being now arrived in the middle of the room, 
in which part only he could ſtand upright, looked at 
Jones with a very grave countenance, and ſaid to him, 
« Well, Sir, I ſee you enjoy this mighty diſcovery, and, 
I dare ſwear, taſte great delight in the thoughts of expo» 
ng me; but if you will conſder the matter fairly, you 
will find you are yourſelf only to' blame. I am not 
guilty of corrupting innocence. I have done nothin 
for which that part of the world which judges of al 
matters by the rule of light, will condemn me. Fit» 
neſs is governed by the nature ot things, and not by cuſs 
toms, forms, or municipal laws. Nothing is indeed unfit, 
which is not unnatural.” „ Well reatoned, old boy, 
anſwered Jones; but why doſt thou think that I thould 
delire to expoſe thee? I promiſe thee, I was never bets» 
ter pleafed with thee in my life; and unleſs thou haſt 
a wind to diſcover it thyſelf, this affair may remain a 
profound ſecret for me.“ © Nay, Mr Jones, replied 
Square, I would not be thought to undervalue reputa- 


tion. Good fame is a ſpecics of the KaLow, and it is 


by no means fitting to neglect it. Beſides, to murder 
one's own reputation is a kind of ſuicide, a deteſtable and 


odious vice. It you think proper, therefore; to conceal. 
ay infirmity of mine, (for ſuch 1 may have, fince no 
£ mad 
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man is perfe&ly perfect,) I promiſe you, I will not be. 
tray myſelf Things may be fitting to be done, which 
are not fiiting to be boaſted of; for by the perverſe 
Juegment of the world that often becomes the ſubject of 
cenſure, which is, in truth, not only innocent but laud- 
able 
cent than the indulgence of a natural appetite? or what 
more iandable than the propagation ot our ſpecies? Ty 
be ſerious with you, auſwered Square, I profeſs they al- 
ways appeared ſo to me.” © And yet, ſaid Jones, you 
was fa diff-cent opinion, when my affair with this girl 
was firſt dilcovered.” „Why, I muſt confeſs, ſays 
Square, as the matter was miſrepreſented to me by that 
perſon thwatkum, I might condemn the corruvtion of 
innocence: it was that Sir, it was that — and that —: 
for vou muſt know, Mr jones, in the conſideration of 
fitneſe, very minute circumſtances, Sir, very minute ci. 
cumſtances cauſe great alteration,” « Well, crieg 
rg. be that as it will, it ſhall be your own fault, as! 

ave promiſed you, if you ever hear any more of this 
adventure. Behave kindly to the girl, and I will never 
open my lips concerning the matter to any one. And, 
Molly, do you be faithtul to your friend, and I willi nat 
only forgive your infidelity to me, but will do you all 
the ſervice I can,” So ſaying, he took a haſty leave, 
and ſlipping down the ladder, retired with much expedis 
tion. 

Square was rejoiced to find this adventure was likely 
to have no worle concluſion; and as for Molly, being 
recovered from her confuſion, ine began at firſt to up- 
braid Square with having been the occaſion of her lols 
of Jones; but that gentleman ſoon found the means of 
mitigating her anger, partly by careſſes, and partly by a 
ſm] noitrum from his purſe, of wonderful and approved 
ethc cy in purging off the ill humours of the mind, and 
in reſtoring it toa good temper. 

She then poured forth a vaſt profuſion of tendernels 
towards her new lover; turned all ſhe had ſaid to Jones, 
and Jones hialelt into ridicule, and vowed, tho' he ou 


«Right, cries Jones, what can be more inno- 
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ad the poſſeMon of her perſon, that none but Square 


2 ad ever been maſtcr of her heart. 
lo | 
1 EO "AP 


By comparing which with the former, the reader may poſſibly 
correct ſome abuſe which he has formerly been guilty of in 


the application of the word Love. 
T HE infidelity of Molly, which Jones had now 
diſcovered, would, perhaps, have vindicated a 
nuch greater degree of reſentment than he expreſſed on 
the occaſion; and if he had abandoned her directly 
rom that moment, very few, I believe, would have blamed 
aim. ö 
Certain, however, it is, that he ſaw her in the light 
pf compaſſion : and tho? his love to her was not of that 
kind which could give him any great uneaſineſs at her 
inconſtancy; yet he was not a little ſhocked on refl-&« 
ing that he had himſelf, originally corrupted her in- 
nocence; for to this corruption he imputed all the 
= into which ſhe appeared now fo likely to plunge 
herſelf. 
This conſideration gave him no little uneaſineſs, till 
Betty, the eldeſt ſiſter, was ſo kind ſome time afterwards 
entirely to cure him by a hint, that one Will Barnes, and 
ot himſelf, had been the firit ſeducer of Molly; and that 
be little child, which he had hitherto ſo certainly con- 
cluded to be his own, might very probably have an equal 
title, at leaſt, to claim Barnes for its father. 

Jones eagerly purſued this ſcent when he had firſt 
received it; and in a very ſhort time was ſufficiently aſſur- 
Yi ed that the girl had told him truth, not only oe con- 
I _ of the fellow, but at laſt, by that of Molly her- 

elf. ' 

This Will Barnes was a country gallant, and had ac- 
quired as many trophies of this kind as any enſigu or at- 
torney's clerk in the kingdom. He had, indeed, reduced 
ſeveral women to a ſtate of utter profligacy, hid broke 
de hearts of ſome, and had the honour of m— 
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drowned by him 
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the violent death of one poor girl, who had either drown 
ed herſelf, or, what was rather more probable, had been 
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Among other of his conqueſts, this fellow had tri. 
umphed over the heart of Betty Seagrim. He had made 
love to her long before Molly was grown to be a fit obs 
Jett of that paſtime; but had afterwards deſerted her, 
and appled to her ſiſter, with whom he had almoſt im- 
mediate ſucceſs. Now Will had, in reality, the ſole 
poſſeſſion of Molly's affection, while Jones and Square 
were almoſt equally ſacrifices to her intereſt, and to her 

ride. 
F Hence had grown that implacable hatred which we 
have before {een raging in the mind of Betty; though we 
did not think it neceſſary to aſſign this cauſe ſooner, as 
envy itſelf alone was adequate to all the effects we have 


mentioned, p this 
Jones was become perfectly eaſy by poſſeſſion of this er's, 


ſecret with regard to Molly; but as to Sophia, he was Nuance! 
far from being in a ſtate of tranquillity; nay, indeed, he obliged 
was under the moſt violent perturbation : his heart was able, | 
now, if I may uſe the metaphor, entirely evacuated, and. "$f 
Sophia took abſolute poſſeſſion of it. He loved her with 


an unbounded paſſion, and plainly ſaw the tender ſenti- we 
ments ſhe had for him; yet could this aſſurance not leſſen Noſom 
his deſpair of obtaining the conſent of her father, nor the , indu 
horrors which attended his purſuit of her by any baſe or I aq, 
treacherous method. KG 


The injury which he muſt thus do to Mr Weſtern, and 
the concern which would accrue to Mr Allworthy, were 
circumſtances that tormented him all day, and haunted 
him on his pillow at night His life was a conſtant ſtrug- 
gle between honour and inclination, which alternatly 
triumphed over each other in his mind, He often re- 
ſolved, in the abſence of Sophia, to leave her father's 
houſe and to ſee her no more; and as often, in her pre- 
lence, forgot all thoſe reſolutions, and determined to 
purſue her at the hazard of his life, and at the forfeiture 
of what was much dearer to him. Th 
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vn This conflict began ſoon to produce very ſtrong and 
een able effects: for he loſt all his uſual ſprightlineſs and 
piety of temper, and became not only melancholy when 
lone, but dejected and abſent in company; nay, if ever 
he put on a forced mirth, to comply with Mr Weſtern's 
humour, the conſtraint appeared ſo plain, that he ſeemed 
o have been giving the ſtrongeſt evidence of what he en- 
deavoured to conceal by ſuch oſtentation. 

It may, prebaps, be a queſtion, whether the art which 
he uſed to conceal his paſſion, or the means which honeſt 
nature employed to reveal it, betrayed him moſt; for 
while art made him more than ever reſerved to Sophia, 
and forbade him to addreſs any of his diſcourſe to her; 
nay, to avoid meeting her eyes with the utmoſt caution, 
ature was no leſs buſy in counterplotting him. lence, 
at the approach of the young lady, he grew pale; and 
if this was ſudden, ſtarted, If his eyes accidentally met 
her's, the blood ruſhed into his cheeks, and his counte- 
nance become all over ſcarlet. If common civility ever 
obliged bim to ſpeak to her, as to drink her health at 
table, his tongue was ſure to faulter. It he touched her, 
his hand, nay his whole frame, trembled. And if any 
liſcourſe tended, however remotely, to raiſe the idea of 
love, an involuntary ſigh ſeldom failed to ſteal from his 
boſom. Moſt of which accidents Natute was wonderſu'- 
Ir induſtrious to throw daily in his way. 

All theſe ſymptoms eſcaped the notice of the ſquire; 
but not ſo of Sophia. ohe ſoon perceived theſeagitations 
f mind in Jones, and was at no loſs to diſcover the cauſe; 
or indeed the recognized it in her own breaſt And this 
ecognition is, I ſuppoſe, that ſympathy which hath been 
„often noted in lovers, and which will ſufficiently ac- 
\ Wonnt for her being ſo much quicker-fighted than her 
ather. - 8 

But, to ſay the truth, there is a more ſimple and plain 

ethocdl of accounting for that prodigious ſuperiority of 
penetration which we mult obſerve in ſome men over the 
eſt of the human ſpecies, and one which will ſerve not 
only in the caſe of lovers, but of all others. From whence 
it that the knave is generally ſo quick ſighted to thoſe 
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ſymptoms and operations of knavery which often dupe 
an honeſt man of a much better underſtanding? There 
ſurely is no general ſympathy among knaves, nor have! 
they, like free maſons, any common ſign of communis 
cation. In reality, it is only becauſe they have the ſame 
thing in their heads, and their thoughts are turned the 
{ame way. Thus, that Sophia ſaw, and that Weſtern did 
not ſee the plain ſymptoms of love in Jones, can be io 
wonder, when we conſider that the idea of love never 
entered into the head of the father, whereas the daughter 
at preſent thought of nothing elſe. 

When Sophia was well ſatisfied of the violent paſſion 
which tormented poor Jones, and no lefs certain that 
the herſelf was its object. the had not the leaſt difficulty we © 
in diſcovering the true cauſe of his preſent behaviour, 
This highly endeared him to her, and raifed in her mind 
1wo of the beſt affections which any lover can wiſh to 
_ raiſe in a miſtreſs. Theſe were eſteem and pity; for ſure 
the moſt outrageouſly rigid among her ſex will excuſe 
her pitying a man, whom ſhe ſaw miſerable on her own 
account: nor can they blame her for eſteeming one who, 
viſibly, from the moſt honourable motives endeavoured 
to ſmother a flame in his own boſom which, like the 
famous Spartan theft, was preying upon and confuming 
his very vitals. Thus his backwardneſs, his ſhunjng her, 
his coldneſs, and his ſilence were the forwardeſt, the 
moſt diligent, the warmeſt, and moſt eloquent advocates; 
and wrought ſo violently on her ſenſible and tender 
heart, that ſhe ſoon felt for him all thoſe gentle ſenſa 
tions which are conſiſtent with a virtuous and elevated 


female mind; in ſhort, all which eſteem, gratitude } . 
and pity, can inſpire in ſuch, towards an agreeable man a 
indeed, all which the niceſt delicacy can allow, 4 1 
In a word, ſhe was in love with him to diſ , 
traction. . F 
One day this young couple accidentally met in the "up 
garden, at the end of two walks, which were both bound- 14 
ed by that canal in which Jones had formerly riſked uk 
drownipg to retrieve the little bird that Sophia had ther . 
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This place had been, of late, much frequented by So- 
phia. Here ſhe uſed to ruminate, with a mixture of 
pain and pleaſure, on an incident which, however trifling 
in itſelf, had poſſibly ſown the firſt ſeeds of that affec- 
tion which was now arrived to ſuch maturity in her 
heart. 

Here then this young couple met. They were almoſt 
cloſe together before cither of them knew any thing ot 
the other's approach. A by-ſtander would have diſco- 
rered ſufficient marks of confuſion in the countenance of 
each; but they felt too much themlelves to make any 
obſervation. As ſoon as Jones had a little recovered his 
firſt ſurpriſe, he accoſted the young lady with ſome of 
the ordinary forms of ſalutation, which the, in the ſame 
manner, returned, and their converſation began, as uſual 
on the delicious beauty of the morning. Hence they 
paſſed to the beauty of the place, on which Jones launch- 
ed forth very high encomiums. When they came to the 
tree whence he had formerly tumbled into the canal, So- 
phia could not help reminding him of that accident, and 
laid, „1 fancy Mr Jones, you have ſome little ſhudder- 
ing when you fee that water.” „ aſſure you, Madam, 
anſwered Jones, the concern you felt at the loſs of your 
little bird, will always appear to me the higheſt circum- 
ſtance in that adventure. Poor little I ommy, there is 
the branch he ſtood upon. How could the little wretch 
have the folly to fly away from that ſtate of happineſs in 
which I had the honour to place him? His fate was a 
juit puniſhment for his ingratitude.” * Upon my word, 
Mr Jones, faid the, your gallantry very narrowly eſcaped 
7 levere a fate. Sure the remembrance muſt effect you.” 
® Indeed, Madam, anſwered he, if I have any reaſon to 
reflect with ſorrow on it, it is, perhaps, that the water 
had not been a little deeper by which I might have eſcap- 
ed many bitter heart-achs, that Fortune ſeems to have in 
ſtore for me,” * Fy, Mr Jones, replied Sophia, I am 
ſure you cannot be in earneſt now. This affected con- 
tempt of life is only an exceſs of your complaiſance to 


me. You would endeavour to leſſen the obligation of 


having twice ventured it for my fake. Beware the third 
2 8 2 | time. 
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time.” She ſpoke theſe laſt words with a ſmile and a ſoft: 
els inexpreſſible. Jones anfwered with a ſign, © He fear. 
ed it was already too late for caution” and then looking 
tenderly and ſtedfaſtly on her, he cried, & Oh! Mißs 
Weſtern. can you defire me to live? can You wiſh 
me to ili?” Sophia, looking down on the ground, 
anfwered_ with ſome heſitation, „Indeed; Mr Jones, [ 
do not wiſh you ill.“ « Oh! I know too well that 
h-2venly temper, cries Jones, that divine goodneſs which 
x beyond every other charm.” „ Nay, now, anſwered 
{te | underftand you not | can ſtay no longer.” — 
6}. I would not be undlerſtood, cried he, may, [ 
can't be underſtood, I know not what I ſay, Meeting 
vau here {» unexpectediy.— I have been ungvarded; 
for heaven's ſake pardon me, if I have ſaid any 
thing to offend you I did not mem it, —- indecd, 
} would rather have died, — nay, the very thought 
u ould kill me.” Lou ſurpriſe me, anſwered the; — 
t:ow can you poſlibly think you have offended me! 
6 Fear, Madam, fays he, catily runs into madneſs; and 
there is no degree cf fear like that which I feel of of- 
fending you. tiow can 1 ſpeak then? Nay, don't look 
angrily at me, one trown will deſtroy me. I mean 
rothing Zlan e my eyes, or blame thoſe beauties. 
M hat am I fiying! pardon me if 1 have ſaid 100 
much. My hcart over fluwed. I have ſtruggled with 
my love to the utmoſt, and haveendeavoured to conceal 
a fever which preys on ny vita's, and will, I hope, 
ſoon make it impoſlible for me ever to cftend you 
more.” * 

Mr Jones now fell a trembling as if he had been ſha 
ken with the fit of an ague. Sophia, who was ina 
fituation not very different from his, anſwered in theſe 
words: Mr Jones, I will not affect to miſunderitand 
you indeed I underſtand you too well: but, for hea- 
ven's ſake, if you have any, affection for me, let me 
make the beſt of my way into/the houſe. I wiſh I ma 
be able to ſupport myſelf thither,” 

Jones, who was hardly able to ſupport himſelf, offered 


her his arm, which ſhe condeſcended to accept, but beg 
| -. 
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ged he would not mention a word more to her of this 
nature at preſent. He promiſed he would not, inſiiting 
only on her forgivenneſs of what love, without the leave 
of his will, had forced from him: this, ſhe told him, he 
knew how to obtain, by his future behaviour; and thus 
this young pair, tottered and trembled along, the lover 
not once daring to ſqueeze the hand of his miſtreſs, tho” 
it was locked in his. 

Sophia immediately retired to her chamber where Mrs 
Honour and the harts horn were ſummoned to her aſſiſt. 
ance. As to poor Jones, the only relief to his diſtemper- 
ed mind was an unwelcome piece of news, which, as it 
opens a ſcene of a different nature from thoſe in which 
the reader hath lately been converſant, will be commu» 
nicated to him in the next chapter. 


nnn © 
In which Myr Allworth appears en a /ick-bed. 


M R WESTERN was become fo fond of Jones, 
that he was unwilling to part with him tho? his 
arm had been long ſince cured; and Jones, either from 
the love of ſport, or from ſome other reaſon, was eaſily 
perſuaded to continue at his houſe, which he did ſome- 
times for a fort-night together, without paying a ſingle 
i at Mr Allwortby's; nay, without ever hearing from 
thence. : 
Mr Allworthy had been for ſome days indiſpoſed with 
a cold, which had been attended with a Intle fever. This 
he had, however, neglected, as it was uſual with him to 
do all manner of diſorders which did not contine him to 
his bed, or prevent his ſeveral faculties from performing 
their ordinary functions. A conduct which we would by 
no means be thought to approve or recommend to imita- 
tion: for ſurely the gentlemen of the Ziculapian art are 
in the right in advifing, that the moment the diſeaſe is 
entered at one door, the phyſician thould be introduced 
at the other, what elſe is meant by that old adage, 
Vinienti cecurrite morbo? © Oppoſe à diſtemper at its firſt 
83 approach · 
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approach.” Thus the doctor and the diſeaſe meet in 
tur and equal conflict; whereas, by giving time to the 
latter, we often ſuffer him to fortify and intrench him. 
_ elf, like-a French army; ſo that the learned gentleman 
unds it very di:iicult, and ſometimes impoſſible to come 
at the enemy. Nay, ſometimes by gaining time, the 
diſeaſe app'ic: t > the French military politics, and corrupt 
nature over to his ſide, and then all the powers of phylic 
muſt arrive too late. Agreeable to theſe obſervations 
was, I remember, the complaint of the great Dr Milaubin, 
who uied very pathetically to lament the late appli» 
cations which were made to his {kill: ſaying, „ By 
gar, me believe my pation take me for de undertaker: 
tor dey never ſend for me till the phyſician have kill 
dem“ | 

Mr Allworthy's diſtemper, by means of this neglect, 
ga ned ſuch ground, that when the increaſe of bis fever 
obliged him to ſend for aſſiſtance, the doctor, at his firſt 
arrival, ſhook his head, wiſhed he had been ſent for ſoon- 
er, and intimated that he thought him in very imminent 
danger. Mr Allworthy, who had ſettled all his affairs 
in this wcrid, and was as well prepared as it is pollible 
for human nature to be for the other, received this in- 
formation with the utmoſt calmneſs and unconcern. He 
could, indeed, when he laid himſelf down to reſt, fay 
with Cato in the tragical poem, 

Ie guilt or fear : 

Difiurb men's reſt. Cato knows neither of them; 
Inis eut in his choice, to ſleep or die. 


In reality he could ſay this with ten times more reaſon 
and conſiuence than Cato, or any otber proud fellow 
among the ancient or modern heroes: fur he was not 
only devoid of fear, but might be conſidered as a faith» 
ful labourer, when, at the end of harveſt, he is ſummoned 
to receive his reward at the hands of a bountiful mals 
ter. 14 : 22 
Ihe good man gave immediate orders for all his family 
to be ſummoned round him. None of thele were they 


"= 


abr oad, 
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abroad, but Mrs Blifil, who had been ſome time in Lon- 
don, and Mr Jones, whom the reader had juſt parted 
from at Mr Weſtern's, and who received this ſummons 
juſt as Sophia hal left him. | 
Che news of Mr Allworthy's danger (for the ſervant 
told him he was dying) drove all thoughts of love out of 
his head. He hurried inſtantly into the chariot which was 
ſent tor him, and ordered the coachman to drive with all 
imaginable haltez nor did the idea of Sophia, I believe, 
once occur to him on the way. 
And now, the whole family, namely, Mr Blifil, Mr 
Jones, Mr Thwackum, Mr Square, and ſome of the ſer- 
vants (tor ſuch were Mr Allworthy's orders) being all 
aſſembled round his bed, the good man fat up in it, and 
was beginning to ſpeak, when Blifil feli to blubbering, 
and began to exprets very loud and bitter lamentations, 
Upon this Mr Allworthy ſhook him by the hand, and 
ſaid, „Do not ſorrow thus, my dear nephew, at the 
molt ordinary of all human occurrencess When mise 
fortunes befal ours friends we are juſtly grieved; for 
thoſe are accidents which might often have been avoided, 
and which may ſeein to render the lot of one man more 
peculiarly unhappy than that of others; but death is cer- 
tainly unavoidable, and is that common lot, in which a- 
lone the fortunes of all men agree: nor is the time when 
this happens to us very material. If the wiſeſt of men 
hath compared life to a ſpan, ſurely we may be allowed 
to conſider it as a day. It is my fate to leave it in the 
evening; but thoſe who are taken away earlier, have only 
let a few hours, at the beſt little worth lamenting, aud 
much oftner hours of labour and fatigue, of pain and 
ſorrow. One of the Roman poets, I remember, likens 
our leaving life to. our departure from a feaſt. A 
thought wa:ch hath often occurred to me, when I have 
ſeen nen ttruggling ro-protract an entertainment, and to 
enj ay the company of their triends a few moments longer. 
Alas how ihort is the moſt protracted of ſuch enjoy- 
ments! how unmaterial tac difference between him who 
retires the ſooneit, and hu who itays the lateſt! This is 
ſeeing life un the beſt view, and this unwillingneſs to quit 
| ; our 
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our friends is the moſt amiable motive from which we 
can derive the fear of death; and yet the longeſt en. Nhones. 
Joyment which we can hope for of this kind, is of ſo ne wa 
trivial a duration, that it is to a wiſe man truly con- Nie. 
temptible. Few men, | own, think in this manner: for, Wen (1; 
indeed, few men think of death till they are in its jaws. have 
However gigantic and terrible an object this may ap. ready 
pear when it approaches them, they are nevertheleſs in. Natter 
capable of ſeeing it at any diſtance; nay, though they Mq,ovlc 
have been ever ſo much alarmed and frightened when heard 
they have apprehended themſelves in danger of dying, Mcharit 
they were no ſooner cleared from this apprehenſion, than Nluntar 
even the fears of it are eraſed from their minds. But Nohich 
alas] he who eſcapes from Death is not pardoned, he is Myifict 


hap. 
The 


mo wed in che following manner: 


only reprieved, and reprieved to a ſhort day. this; 
Grieve, therefore, no more, my dear child, on this Tor 
occaſion; an event which may happen every hour, Neager! 
which every element, nay, almoſt every particle of mat- him, | 
ter that ſurrounds us is capable of producing, and which Nexcee 
muſt and will moſt unavoidably reach us all at laſt, Mcould 
ought neither to occaſion our ſurpriſe nor our laments aid k 
tion. conce 
My phyſician having acquainted me, (which I take ve · Iny fr 
ry kindly of him,) that I am in danger of leaving you Wand ! 
all very ſhortly; I have determined to ſay a few words from 
to you at this our par:ing before my diſtemper, which Al 
J find, grows very faſt upon me, puts it out of my Ned th 
wer. good 
But I ſhall waſte my ſtrength too much I intended you \ 
to ſpeak concerning my will, which tho! I have ſettled I be h 

long ago, | think proper to mention ſuch heads of it as Eyou 
concern any ot you, that | may have the comfort of per- © whic 
ceiving you are ali ſatisfied with the pines I have there O. 
made for you. kum 
Nephew Blifil, Lleave you the heir to my whole eſtate, I your 
except only ;cc |. a year, which is to revert to you after I will 
the dcath of your mother, and except ove other eſtate Never 
ef g5c01. a year, and the ſum of 00cc oy L have be- ¶ you 
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1 veW The eſtate of soo l. a year I have given to you Mr 
en. ones. And as I know the inconvenience which attendgy 
f ſole want of ready money, I have added 1coc 1 in pes 
On» Mie, In this I know not whether 1 have exceeded or fal- 
tor, Wien ſhort of your expectation. Perhaps you will think 
Ws! have given you too little, and the world will be as 
ap · ready to condemn me for giving you too much; but the 
in. latter cenſure I deſpiſe; and as to the former, unleſs you 
hey Would entertain that common error, which I have often 
hen heard in my life pleaded as an excuſe for a total want of 
bs, charity, nimely, that inſtead of raiſing gratitude.by vo- 
han Wjuntary acts of bounty, we are apt to raiſe demands, 
But which, of all others, are the moſt beundleſs and moſt 
e 8 difficult to ſatisfy.— Pardon me the bare mention of 
this; I will not ſuſpect any ſuch thing“ ; 
Jones flung himſelt at his benefaCtor's feet, and taking 
eagerly hold of his hand, aſſured him his goodneſ to 
him, both now, and at all other times, had ſo infinitly 
exceeded not only his merit, but his hopes, that no words 
could expreſs his ſenſe of it.“ And I aſſure you, Sir, 
ſaid he, your preſent generoſity hath left me no other 
concern than for the preſent melancholy occaſion. - Oh, 
my friend! my father!” Here his words chocked him, 
and he turned away to hide a tear which was ſtarting 
from his eyes. | 
Allworthy then gently ſqueezed his hand, and proceed- 
ed thus: I am convinced my child, that you have much 
goodneſs, generoſity, and honour in your temper; if 
ed N you will add prudence and religion to theſe, you muſt 
d be happy: for the three former qualities, I admit, make 
as you worthy ef bappineſs, but they, are the latter only 
which will put you in poſſeſſion of it. ä 
e One thouland pounds I have given to you, Mr Thwac- 
kum; a ſum, I am convinced, which greatly exceeds 
your deſires, as well as your wants. However, you 
will receive it as a memorial of my friendſhip; and whats, 
ever ſuperfluities may redound to you, that piety which. 
=» ſo rigidly maintain, will inftru&t you how to diſpoſe 
of them. bi: "4 | 


A like ſum, Mr Square, 1 have bequeathed to you, 5 
Wit 
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This, I bope, will enable you to purſue your profeſſion 
h better ſucceſs than hitherto. 4 have often obſerved 
mth concern, that diſtreſs is more apt to excite contempt 
than commiſeration, eſpecially among men of buſineſs, 
with whom poverty is underſtood to indicate want of 
ability. But the little I have been able to leave you, 
will extricate you from theſe. difficulties with which you 
have formerly ſtruggled; and then I doubt. not but you 
will meet, with ſufficient proſperity to ſupply what a man 
of your philoſophical temper will require. 
Il find myſelf growing faint, fo I thall refer you to my 
will for my diſpotition of the reſidue. My fervants will 
there find ſome tokens to remember me by; and there 
are a few charities which, I truſt, my executors will ſee 
faithtully performed. Bleſs you all. I am ſetting out 
a-little before you.” — X | 

Here a footman came haſtily into the room, and ſaid 
there was an attorney from Saliſbury, who had a parti 
cular meflage, which he Taid he muſt communicate to Mr 
Allworthy himſelf: that he ſeemed in a violent hurry, 
and proteſted he had fo much buſineſs to do, that if he 
could cut himſcif into four quarters, all would not be 
ſufficient. | | 
Go, child, ſaid Allworthy to Blifil, fee what the 
gentleman wants. I am not able to do any buſineſs 
now, nor can he have any with me, in which you are not, 
at preſent, more concerned than myſelf. Belides, I real 
ly am I am incapable of ſeeing any one at pre- 
ſent, or of any longer attention.” He then ſaluted 
them all, ſaying, Perhaps be ſhould be able to ſee them 
again; but he ſhould- be now glad to compoſe himſelf 2 
little, finding that he had too much exhauſted his ſpirits 
in diſcourſe. * 

Some of the company ſhed tears at their parting; and 
even the philoſopher Square wiped his eyes, albeit, un- 
uſed to the melting mood. As to Mrs Wilkins, ſhe dropt 
her pearls as faſt as the Arabian trees their medicinal 
gums: for this was a ceremoninal which that gentlewoman 
never omitted on a proper occaſion. | 


Ater this Mr Allworthy again laid himſelf down on 


bis 


— 
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F his pillow, and endeavoured to compoſe himſelf to 

t reſt. 
F C H A f. vm. | 
7 Containing matter rather natural than pleaſing. 


RE? IDES grief for her maſter, there was another 
* ſource for that briny ſtream which ſo plentifully roſe 
above the two mountainous cheek- bones of the houſe- 
reeper. She was no ſooner retired, than ſhe began to 
mutter to herſelf in the following pleaſant ſtrain; * Sure 
maſter might have made ſome difference, methinks, be- 
tween me and the other ſervants. -I ſuppoſe he has left 
me mourning; but i'fackins! if that be all, the devil 
a {ball wear it for him for me. I'd have his worſhip know 
i. Iz no beggar. I have ſaved fine hundred pound in 
Ts his ſervice, and after all to be uſed in this manner. It 
is a fine encouragement to ſervants to be honeſt; and, to 
ie be ſure, if I have taken a little ſomething now and then, 
de Jothers have taken ten times as much; and now we are 
all put in a lump together If ſo be, that it be ſo, the 
he legacy may go to the devil with him that gave it. No, 
| won't give it up neither, becauſe that will pleaſe ſome 
folks. No, I Il buy the gayeſt gown I can get, and dance 
. ver the old curmudgeon's grave in it. This is my re- 
ward for taking his part ſo often when all the country 
ed have cried ſhame of him, for breeding up his baſtard in 
that manner; but he is now going where he muſt pay 
for all. It would have become him better to have re- 
n bented of his fins on his death- bed, than to glory in 
them, and give away his eſtate out of his own family to 
d wiſbegotten child, Found in his bed, forſooth! a 
pretty ſtory! ay, ay, thoſe that hide know where to 


wt find. Lord forgive him, I warrant he has many more 
1 baſtards to anſwer for, if the truth was known. One 
Comfort is, they will all be known where he is a- going 
now, The ſervants will find ſome tokens to remem- 
on ber me by.” Thoſe were the very words; I ſhall never 


his N forget 
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forget them, if I was to lixe a thouſand years. Ay, ay, 
I ſhall remember you for huddling me among the ſer. 
vants One would have thought he might have mentioned 
my name as well as that of Squire; but he is a gentleman 
forſooth tho? he had not cloaths on his back when he 
came hither firſt, Marry come up with ſuch gentle. 
men! tho? he has lived here this many years, I don't 
believe there is arrow a ſervant in the houſe ever faw 
the colour of his money, The devil ſhall wait upon 
ſuch a gentleman for me“ Much more of the like kind 
ſhe muttered to herſelf; but this taſte ſhall ſuffice to 
the reader. 

Neither Thwackum, nor Square were much better 
ſatisfied with their legacies. Tho' they breathed not their 
reſentment ſo loud, yet from the diſcontent which appear 
ed in their countenances, as well as from the following 
dialogue, we collect that no great pleaſure reigned in their 
minds. | 

About an hour after they had left the ſick room 
Square met Thwackum in the hall, and accoſted him 
thus: ““ Well, Sir, have you heard any news of your 
friend ſince we parted from him?” « If you mean Mr 
Allworthy,” anſwered Thwackum, „I think you might 
rather give him the appellation of your friend: for he 
ſeems to me to have deſerved that title” The title is 
as good on your ſide, repled Square, for his bounty ſuch 
as it is has been equal to both.” „ ſhould not have 
mentioned it firſt, cries Thwackum, but ſince you begin, 
L muſt inform you I am of a different opinion. There 
is a wide diſtinction between voluntary favours and re- 
wards. The duty | have done in his family, and the 
care | have taken in the education of his two boys, 
are ſervices for which ſome men might have expected a 
greater return I would not have vou imagine I am 
therefore diſſatisfied; for dt Paul hath taught me to be 
content with the little I have. Had the modicum been 
leſs, I ſhould have known my duty. Dut though 
the Scripture obliges me to remain contented, it doth 
not injoin me to ſhut my eyes, to my own merit, nor re- 
ſtrain me from ſecing, when I am injured by an unjuſt 
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compariſon.” * Since you provoke me, returned Squ re, 
that injury is done to me: nor did ever imagine Me 
Allworthy had held my friendſhip ſo light, as to put 
me in balance with one who received his wages: I know 
to what it is owing: it proceeds from thoſe narrow 
principles which you have been fo long endeavouring to 
infuſe into him, in contempt of every thing which is 
great and noble. The beauty and lovelineſs of friend- 
ſhip is too ſtrong for dim eyes, nor can it be perceived 
by any other medium, than that unerring rule of right 
which you have ſo often endeavoured to ridicule, that 
you have perverted your friend's underſtanding,” * I 
wiſh, cries Thwackum, in a rage, I wiſh, for the ſake of 
his ſoul, your damnable doctrines have not perverted his 
faiths It is to this I impute his preſent behaviour, ſo un- 
becoming a Chriſtian, Who but an Atheiſt could think 
of leaving the world without having firſt made up his ac- 
count? without confeſſing his ſins, and receiving that ab- 
ſolution which he knew he had one in his houſe duly. 
authoriſed to give him? He bill feel the want of theſe 
neceſſaries when it is too late. When he is arrived in 
that place where there is. wailing and gnaſhing of teeth, 
it is then he will find in what mighty ſtead that Heathen 
goddeſs, that virtue which you and all other Deiſts of 
the age adore, will ſtand him. He will then ſummon 
his prieſt when there is none to be found, and will lament 
the want of that abſolution, without which no ſinner can 
be ſafe” If it be fo material, ſays Square, why don't 
you preſent it him of your own accord?” It has no 
vitae, cries Thwackum, but to thoſe who have ſufficient 
grace to require it. But why do U talk thus to a Hea- 
then and an unbeliever? It is you that taught him this 
lelon, for which you have been well rewarded in this 
world, as | doubt not your diſciple will ſoon be in the 
other.” . know not what you mean by reward, ſaid 
Square, but if you hint at that pitiful memorial of our 
friendſhip, which he hath thought fit to bequeath me, I 
deſpiſe it; and nothing but the untortunate fituation 

Vol. I. 1748. | of 
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of my circumſtances ſhould prevail on me to accept of 
it.“ 

The phyſician now arrived, and began to inquire of the 
two diſputants, how we all did above ſtairs? „In a milcr. 
able way,” anſwered Thwackum. It is no more than 
expected cried the doctor but pray what ſymptoms 
have appeared fince I left you?” © No good ones, I am 
afraid, replied Thwackum; after what paſt at our de-. 
parture, | think there were little hopes.” The bodily 
phyſician, perhaps, miſunderſtood the cure of ſouls, and 
before they came to an explanation, Mr Blifil came to 
them with a moſt melancholy countenance, and acquainted 
them that he brought ſad news; for that his mother was 
dead at Saliſhury: that ſhe had been ſeized on the road 
home with the gout in her head and ſtomach, which had 
carried her off in a few hours. Good lack-a day, ſays 
the doctor, One cannot anſwer for events: but I wiſh 
had been at hand to have been called in. The gout isa 
diſtemper which it is difficult to treat; yet I have been 
remarkably ſucceſsful in it.” | hwackum and Square 
both condoled with Mr Blifil for the loſs of his mother, 
which the one adviſed him to bear like a man, and the o- 
ther like a Chriſtian. lhe young gentleman ſaid, he 
knew very well we were all mortal, and he would endea- 
your to ſubn.it to his loſs as well as he could. That he 
could not, however, help complaining a little againſt 
the peculiar ſeverity of his fate, which brought the neus 
of ſo great a calamity to him by ſurpriſe, and that at a 
time when he hourly expected the ſevereſt blow he was 
capable of feeling from the malice of fortune. He ſaid 
the preſent occaſion would put to the teſt thoſe ex- 
cellent rudiments which he had learned from Mr 
_ Thwackum and Mr Square, and it would be entirely 
owing to them, if he was enabled to ſurvive ſuch misfor- 
tunes. 

It was now debated whether Mr Allworthy ſhould be 
informed of the death of his ſiſter: this the doctor vio- 
lently oppoſed; in which, I believe, the whole college 
would agree with him: but Mr Blifil ſaid, he had = 

ve 


ſaid, for his part, 
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ved ſuch poſitive and repeated orders from his uncle, ne- 
ver to keep any ſecret from him, for fear of the diſquie- 
tude which it might give him, that he durſt not think of 
diſobedience, whatever might be the conſequence. He 
Lonfidering the religious and philoſophic 

temper of his uncle, he could not agree with the doctor” 
in his apprehenſions. He was therefore reſolved to 
communicate it to him: for if his uncle recovered (as he 
heartily prayed he might) he knew he would never 
forgive an endeavour to keep a ſecret of this kind from- 
him. 
The phyſician was forced to ſubmit to theſe reſolu- 
tions, which the two other learned gentlemen very high- 
ly commended. So together moved Mr Blifil and the 
doctor towards the ſick room: where the phyfician firſt 
entered, and approached the bed, in order to feel his 
patient's pulſe, which he had no ſooner done, than he 
declared he was much better; thar the laſt application- 
had ſucceeded to a miracle, and had brought the fe- 
ver to intermit: ſo that he faid, there appeared now to- 
be as little danger as he had before apprehended there 
were hopes. 
To ſay the truth Mr Allworthy's ſituation had never 
been ſo bad, as the great caution of the doctor had repre- 
ſented : bat as a wile general never deſpiſes his enemy, 
however inferior that enemy's force may be, ſo neither 
does a wile phytician ever diſpiſe a diſtemper, however” 
inconſiderable. As the former preſerves the ſame ſtrict 
diſcipline, places the ſame guards, employs the ſame 
ſcouts, though the enemy be ever fo weak; fo the lat- 
ter maintains the ſame gravity of countenance, and 
ſhakes his head with the ſame ſignificant air, let the 
dittemper be ever fo trifling; and both, among many 
other good ones, may aſſign this ſolid reaſon for their 
conduct, that by theſe means the greater glory redounds 
to them if they gain the victory, and the leſs diſgrace, 
if by any unlucky accident they ſhould happen to be con- 
quered. 
Mr Allworthy had no ſooner lifted up his eyes, and 
T 2. thanked - 
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thanked Heaven for theſe hopes of his recovery than Mr 
Blifil drew near, with a very dejected aſpect; and having 
applied his handkerchief to his eyes, either to wipe away 
his tears, or to do, as Ovid ſomewhere expreſſes himſelf 
on another occaſion, 


Si nullus erit, tamen excute nullum ; 
If there be none, then wipe away that none:“ 


he communicated to his uncle what the reader has been 


 Jult before acquainted with. 


3llworthy received the news with concern, with pati- 
tence, and with reſignation. He dropt a tender tear, 
then compoled his countenance, and at laſt cried, © The 
Lord's will be done in every thing.” Warn 

He now inquired for the meſſenger, but Mr Blifl 
told him, it had been impoflible to detain him a moment; 
for he appeared, by the great hurry he was in, to have 
ſome buſineſs of importance on his hands: that he com- 
Plained of being hurried, and driven, and torn out of 
his life, and repeated many times, that if he could divide 
himſelf into four quarters, he knew how to diſpoſe of e- 
very one. | 

Allworthy then deſired Blifil to take care of the fune. 
ral. He ſaid he would have his ſiſter depoſited in his 
- own chapel; and as to the particulars, he left them to his 
own diſcretion, only mentioning the perſon whom he 
would have employed on this occaſion. 
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Which among. other things, may ſerve as a comment on that 
ſaying of LEſchines, that * Drunkenneſs ſhews the mind of 
a man, as a Mirrour reflects his perſon.” | 


HE reader may, perhaps, wonder at hearing no- 
thing of Mr Jones in the laſt chapter. In fact, his 
behaviour was fo different from that of the perſons there 
mentioned, that we chuſe not to confound his name with 


When the good man had ended his ſpeech, Jones was 
the laſt who deſerted the room, Thence he retired to 
his own apartment, to give vent to his concern; but the 
reſtleſſneſs of bis mind would not ſuffer him to re- 
main long there; he ſlipped ſoftly, therefore, to Mr All- 
worthy's chamber door, where he liſtened a confid-ravle 
time without hearing any kind of motion within, unleſs a2 
violent fnoring, which at laſt his fears miſreprefcnted as - 
groans. This fo alarmed him, that he could not forbear 
entering the room, where he found the good man in the 
bed, in a ſweet compoſed fleep, and his nurſe ſnor- 
ing in the above mentioned hearty manner, at the bed's 
feet. tHe tamediately took the only method of filencing 
this thorough baſs, whoſe muſic he feared might diſturb - 
Mr Allworthy; and then fitting down by the nurſe, 
he remained motionletfs till Blifil and the doctor came in 
together, and waked the ſick man, in order that the 
doctor might feel his pulſe, and that the other might 
communicate to him that piece of news which, had 
Jones been appriſed of it, would have had great difficul- 
ty of finding its way to Mr Allworthy's ear at uch &- 
leaſon. | 

When he firſt heard Blifil tell his uncle this ſtory, . | 
Jones could hardly contain the wrath which kindled in 
him at the other's indifcretion, eſpecially as the doctor 
ſhook his head, and declared his unwillingneſs to have 
the matter mentioned to his patient. But as his paſſion 
did not ſo far deprive him * all ute of his underſtanding, 


7: 
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as to hide from him the conſequences which any vio- 
lent expreflions towards Blifil might have on the ſick, 
this apprehenſion ſtilled his rage at the preſent; and he 


grew afterwards ſo ſatisfied with finding that this news 


had, in fact, produced no miſchief, that he ſuffered his 
anger to die in his own boſom, without ever mentioning 
it to Blifil. | 
The phyſician dined that day at Mr Allworthy's; and 
having after dinner viſited his patient, he returned to 
the company, and told them, that he had now the ſatil. 
faction to ſay, with aſſurance, that his patient was out of 
all danger; that he had brought his fever to a perfect 
intermiſſion, and doubted not, by throwing in the bark, 
to prevent it return. 2 
This account ſo pleaſed Jones, and threw him into ſuch 
immoderate exceſs of rapture, that the might be truly 
ſaid to be drunk with joy; an intoxication which greatly 
forwards the effect of wine; and as he was very free too 
with the bottle-on this occaſion, (for he drank many 
bumpers to the doctor's health, as well as to other toaſts,) 
he became very ſoon literally drunk. 

Jones had naturally violent animal ſpirits: theſe be- 
ing ſet on float, and augmented by the ſpirit of wine, pro- 
duced moit extravagant effects. He kiſſed the doctor, and 
embraced him with the moſt paſſionate endearments: 
ſwearing ihat, next to Mr Allworthy himſelf, he loved 
him ot all men living» Doctor, added he, you de- 
ſerve a ſtatue to be erected to you at the public ex- 
pence, for having preſerved a man who is not only the 
darling of all good men who know him, but a blefling to 
fociety, ine glory of his country, and an honour to human 
nature. D- n me if 1 don't love him better than my 
own ſoul.“ i 

More ſhame for you, cries Thwackum: tho' I think 
you have reaſon to love him, for he has provided very 
well tor you. And, perhaps, it might have been better 
for ſome folks, that he had not lived to ſee juſt reaſon of 
revoking his gift.“ Fe | 
Jones now, looking on Thwackum with inconceivea- 
ble diſdain, anſwered, And doth thy mean foul ima- 


gine, 


—— 


Chap. 9» FOUNDLIN G. 223 
gine, that any ſuch conſiderations could weigh with me ? 
No, let the earth open and ſwallow her own dirt (if I had 
millions of acres I would ſay it) rather than {wailow up 
my dear glorious friend,” | 


: Qui defederio fit pudir aut modus 


Tam chari capitis * ? 


The doctor now interpoſed, and prevented the effects 
of a wrath which was kindling between Jones and 
Thwackum; after which the former gave a looze to mirth, 
ſang two or three amorous ſongs, and fell into every 
frantic diſorder which unbridled joy is apt to inſpire; 
but ſo far was he from any diſpoſition to quarrel, that 
he was ten times better humoured, if polliole, than when 
he was ſober. | 6 
To fay the truth, notbing is more erroneous than the 
common obſervation, that men who are ill-natured aud 
quarrelſome when they are drunk, are very worthy per- 
ſons when they are ſober: for drink, in reality doth not 
reverie nature, or create pailions in men which did not 
exiſt in them before. It takes away the guard of reaſon, 
and coniequently forces ns to produce thule ſymptoms, 
which many, when ſober, have art enough to conceals 
It heightens and cutlames our pailions, (generally in- 
deed that paſſion which is uppermoſt in our mind,) 
ſo that the angry temper, the amorous, the gene- 
rous, the good-humoured, the avaricious, and all other 
diſpoſitious of men, are in Heir cups heightened and 
expoicd. 8 92 
And yet as no nation produces ſo many drunken quar- 
rels, elpecially among the lower people, as England ; 
(for, indeed, with them, to drink and to fight together 
are almoit iy nonyuious termsz) 1 would not, methinks, 
. | have 


% What modeſly or meaſure can ſet bounds to our defire. 
of ſo dur a friend!” The wird Deuderiuat Here cannot 
egi, be tranflateds 1t includes our dgſire of enjoying aur 
friend againy and the grief wich attendi that de/ires 
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have it thence concluded. that the Engliſh are the worſt. 


natured people alive. Perhaps the love of glory only is at 


the bottom of this; ſo that the fair concluſion ſeems to 
be, t at our countrymen have more of that love, and more 
of bravery, than any other Plebeians. And this the ra- 


ther, as their is ſeldom any thing ungenerous, unfair, or 


ill natured, exerciſed on thoſe occaſions: nay, it is com- 


mon for the combatants to expreſs good will for each o- 
ther, even at the time of the conflict; and as their drunken 


mirth generally ends in a battle, ſo do moſt of their bats 
tles end in friendihip. 


But to return to our hiſtory. Tho' Jones had ſhewn' 


no deſign of giving offence, yet Mr Biifil'was heighly of- 
fended at a behaviour which was ſo inconſiſtent with the 
ſober and prudent reſerve of his own temper. He bore 
it too with the greater impatience, as it appeared to him 
very indecent at this ſeaſon; “ When, as he faid, the 
houſe was a houſe of mourning, on the account of his 
dear mother: and if it had pleaſed Heaven to give him 
:fome proſpect cf Mr Altworthy's recovery, it would be- 
come them better to expreſs the.exultations of their 
hearts in thankſgiving, than in drunkenneſs and riots; 
which were properer methods to increaſe the divine wrath 
than to avert it.” Thwackum, who had ſwallowed more 
Jiquor than Jones, but without any ill effect on his brain, 
ſeconded the pious harangue of Blifil: but Square, for 
2 which the reader may probably gueſs, was totally 
nt. | 


Wine had not ſo totally overpowered Jones, as to pre- 


vent his recollecting Mr Blifil's loſs, the moment it was 


mentioned. As no perſon, therefore, was more ready to 
confeſs and condemn his own errors, he offered to ſhake 
Mr Blifil by the hand, and begged his pardon, ſaying, 
his exceflive joy for Mr Allworthy's recovery had driven 
every other thought out of his mind. 

Blifil ſcornfully rejected his hand; and, with much in- 
dignation, anſwered, It was little to be -wondered at, if 
"tragical ſpectacles made no impreſſion on the blind; but, 
ſer his part, he had the misfortune to know who his 


parenis 
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parents were, and conſequently muſt be affected with 
their lols. | 

Jones who, notwithſtanding his good humour, had 
ſome mixture of the iraſcible in his conſtitution, leap» 
ed haſtily from his chair, and catching hold of Blifil's col- 
lar, cried out, D-—n you for a rafcal, do you inſult 
me with the misfortune of my birth?” He accompanied 
theſe words with ſuch rough actions, that they ſoun got 
the better of Mr Blifil's peacetnl temperz and a ſcuffle 
immediately enſued, which might have produced miſ- 
chief, bad it not been prevented by the interpoſition of 
Thwackum and the phyticianz; for the philoſophy of 
Square rendered him {uperior to all emotions, and he 
very calmly ſmoaked his pipe, as was his cuſtom in all 
broils, unleſs when he apprehended ſome danger of hav- 
ing it broke in his mouth, | 1? 

ſhe combatants being now prevented from executing 
preſent vengeance on each other, betook themſelves to 
the common reſources of ditappointed rage, and vented 
their wrath in threats and defiance. In this kind of 
conflict, fortune, which in the perſonal attack ſeemed to 
incline to Jones, was now altogether as favourable to his 
enemy. ; : 

A truce, nevertheleſs, was at length agreed on, by the 
mediation of the neutral parties, and the whole company 
again fat down at the table; where Jones being prevail 
ed on to aſk pardon, and Blifil to give it, peace was re- 
ſtored, and every thing ſeemed in alu quo. 

But tho” the quarrel was, in ali appearance, perfectly 
reconciled, the good humour which had been inter- 
rupted by ic was by no means reſtored, All merri= 
ment was now at an end, and the ſubſequent diſcourſe 
conſiſted only of grave relations of matters of fact, and 
of as grave obſervations upon them» A ſpecies of con- 
verſation in which, tho' there is much of dignity and in- 
ſtruction, there is but little entertainment. As we pre- 
lume, therefore, to convey only this laſt to the reader, 
ve thall paſs by whatever was ſaid, till the reſt of the 
company baving by degrees dropped off, left only Square 
aud the phyſician together; at which time the converſa- 


tien 


— 
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tion was a little heightened by ſome comments on what 
had happened between the two young gentlemen; both 
of whom the doctor declared to be no better than ſcoun- 
drels; to which appellation the philoſoper, very ſaga« 
ciouſly ſhaking his head, agreed. 


TH A F. X. 
Shewing the truth of many obſervations of Ovid, and of other 


more grave writers, who have proved, beyond contradictian. 
that wine is often the fore-runner incontinency. 


TONES retired from the company in which we have 
him engaged, into the fields, when he intended to 
cool himſelf by a walk in the open air, before he attended 
Mr Allworthy. There, whilſt he renewed thoſe medi- 
tations on his dear Sophia, which the dangerous illneſs of 
his friend and benefactor had for time interrupted, an 
accident happened, which with ſorrow we relate, and 
with forrow, doubtleſs, will it be read; however, 
that hiſtoric truth to which we profeis ſo inviola- 
ble an attachment, obliges us to communicate it to 
poſterity. 
' It was now a pleaſant evening, in the latter end of 
June, when our hero was walking in a moſt delicious 
-grove, where the gentle breezes fanning the leaves, to- 
-geti.er with the ſweet trilling of a murmuring ſtream, 
and the melodious notes of nightingales, formed altoge- 
ther the moſt enchanting harmony. In this ſcene ſo 
ſweetly accommodated to love, he meditated on his dear 
Sophia. While his wanton tancy roved unbounded over 
all her beauties, and his lively imagination painted the 
charming maid in various raviſhing forms, his warm 
heart melted with tenderneſs, and at length throw- 
ing himſelf on the ground, by the ſide of a gently mur- 
muring brook, he broke forth into the following eja* 
culation. | | 
« O Sophia, would Heaven give thee to my arms, how 


bleſt would be my condition! Curſt be that fortune: 
which ſet a diſtance between us. Was I but poſſeſſed of 
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thee, one only ſuit of rags thy whole eſtate, is there a 
manon earth whom | would envy! How contemptible 
would the brighteſt Circaſſian beauty, dreſt in all the 
jewels of the Indies, appear to my eyes! But why do 
I mention another woman? Could I think my eyes 
capable of looking at any other with tenderneſs, theſe 
hands ſhould tear them from my head. No, my Sophia, 
if cruel fortune ſeparates us for ever, my foul thall doat 
on thee alone. The chaſteſt conſtancy will I ever pre- 
ſerve to thy image. Tho' I thould never have poſſ-ilion - 
of thy charming perſon, ſtill ſhalt thou alone hate poſ- 
ſeſſion of my thoughts, my love, my ſoul. Oh! my 
fond heart is ſo wrapt in that tender boſom, that the 
brighteſt beauties would for me have no charms, nor 
would a hermit be colder in their embraces. Sophia, 50» 
phia alone ſhall be mine. What raptures are in that 
name! I will engrave it on every tree.” 

At theſe words he ſtarted up, and behold —— not his 
Sophia—no, nor a Circaſſian maid richly and elegantly 
attired for the Grand digmor's ſeraglio. No; without 
2 grown, in a ſhift that was ſomewhat of the coarſeſt, 
and none of the cleaneſt, bedewed likewiſe with ſome 
odoriferous effluvia, the produce of the day's labour, with 
a pitchfork in her hand, Molly Seagrim approached. 
Our hero had his penknife in his hand, which he had 
drawn for the before-mentioned purpole of carving on 
the bark, when the girl coming near him, cry'd out 
with a (mile, „ You don't intend to kill me, ſquire, I 
hope!” © why ſhould you think I would kill you?” an» 
ſwered Jones. -** Nay, replied the, after your cruel uſage 
of me when I ſaw you laſt, killing me would, perhaps, be 
too great kindneſs for me to expect.” 

Here enſued a parley, which, as I do not think myſelf 
obliged to relate it, I ſhall omit, It is ſufficient 
that it laſted a full quarter of an hour, at she conclu- 
ſion of which they retired into the thickeſt part of the 
prove. | 

Some of my readers may be inclined to think this 
event unnatural: however, the fact is true; and, perhaps, 
may be ſufficiently accounted for, by — 

ones 
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Jones probably thought one woman better than none, 
and Molly as probably imagined two men to be better than 
one. Beſides the before mentioned motive aſſigned to 
the preſent behaviour of Tones, the reader will be like. 
wiſe pleaſed to recollect in his favour, that he was not at 
this time perfect maſter of that wonderful power of 
reaſon which ſo well enables grave and wiſe men to ſub. 
due their unruly paſſions, and to decline any of theſe 
prohibited amuſements. Wine now had totally ſubdued 
this power in Jones. He was, indeed, in a condition, 
in which if reaſon had interpoſed, tho' only to adviſe, 
ſhe might have received the anſwer which one Cleoſtra- 
tus gave many years ago to a filly fellow, who aſked him, 
if he was not aſhamed to be drunk? © Are not you, 
ſaid Cleoſtratus, aſhamed to admoniſh a drunk man!“ 
Fo ſay the truth, in a court of juſtice, drunkenneſs 
muſt not be an excuſe, yet, in a court of conſcience it is 
greatly ſo; and therefore Ariſtotle, who commends the 
laws of Pittacus, by which drunken men received double 
puniſhment for their crimes, ailows there is more of po- 
licy than juſtice in that law. Now, if there are any tranſ- 
geſſions pardonable from drunkenneſs they are cer- 
tainly ſuch as Mr Jones was at preſent guilty of; on 
which head [ cduld pour forth a vaſt profuſion of learning, 
if I imagined it would either entertain my reader, or teach 
him any thing more than he knows already For his ſake, 
therefore, I ſhall keep my learning to myſelf, and return 
to my hiſtory, . 

It hath been obſerved, that fortune ſeldom doth things 
by halves. To ſay the truth, there is no end to her freaks 
whenever ſhe is diſpoſed to gratify or diſpleaſe. No 
ſooner had our hero retired with his Dido, but; 


. Speluncam Bhfil, dux et divinus eandem, 
Deveniunt. 


the parſon and the young ſquire, who were taking a ſe- 
rious walk, arrived at the ſtyle which leads into the grove, 
and the latter caught a view of the lovers, juſt as they 
were ſinking out of ſight. * | 


Dl 
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Blifil knew Jones, very well, tho' he was at above a 
hundred yards diftance; and he was as poſitive to the 
ſex of his companion, tho? not to the individual perſon» 
He ſtarted, bleſſed himſelf, and uttered a very ſo nu e- 
jaculation. s 

Thwackum expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe at theſe ſudden e- 
motions, and aſked the reaſon of them. To which Blifil 
anſwered, He was certain he had ſeen a fellow and wench 
retire together among the buſhes, which'he doubted not 
was with ſome wicked purpoſe. As to the name of 
Jones he thought proper to conceal it, and why he did 
ſo muſt be left to the judgment of the ſagacious reader: 
for we never chuſe to aſſign motives to the actions 
of men, when there is any poſſibility of our being miſ- 
ſtaken. ; 
The parſon, who was not only firidtly chaſte in his 
own perſon, but a great enemy to the oppoſite vice in 
all others, fired at this information. He defired Mr 
Blifl zo conduct him immediately to the place, which as 
he approached, he breathed forth vengeazce mixed 
with lamentations; nor did be refrain from caſting ſome 
oblique reflections on Mr Allworthy; infinuating that 
the wickedneſs of the country was principally owning to 
the encouragement he had given to vice, by hav- 
ing exerted ſuch kindneſs to a baſtard, and by hav- 
ing mitigated that juſt and wholeſome rigour of the 
law, which allots a very ſevere puniſhment to looſe 
wenches. , * 

lhe way through which our hunters were to paſ in 
purſuit of their game, was fo beſet with briars, that it 
greatly obſtructed their walk, and caufed, beſides, ſuch 
a ruſtling, - that Jones had ſufficient warning of their 
arrival, before they could ſurpriſe him; nay, indeed, ſo 
incapable was Thwackum of concealing his indignation, 
and ſuch vengeance did he mutter forth every ſtep he 
took, that this alone muſt have abundanty ſatisfied Jones 


that he was (to uſe the language of ſportſmen) found 
ſitting. | | 


Vol I. V ee 
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In which a ſimile in Mr Pope period of a mile introduces a; 
bloody a battle as can poſſibly be fought without the aſjtj;ance 
of ſteel, or cold iron. 


8 in the ſeaſon of RUuTTING, (an uncouth phraſe, 
by which the vulgar denote that gentle dalliance 
which in the well wooded * foreſt of Hampſhire, paſſes be- 
tween lovers of the ferine kind) if, while the loftly-creſt- 
ed ſtag meditates the amorous ſport, a couple of puppies, 
or any other beaſts of hoſtile note, ſhould wander {6 
near the temple of Venus Ferina, that the fair hind 
ſhould ſhrink from the place, touched with that ſome- 
what, either of fear or frolic, of nicety to ſkittiſhneſs, with 
which nature has bedecked all females, or has, at leah 
inſtructed them how to put it on; leſt, thro* the indeli. 
cacy of males, the Samian myſteries ſhould be pried 
into by unhallowed eyes; for, at the celebration of theſe 
_ rites, the female pri-ſteſs cries out with her in Virgil, 
(who was then, probably, hard at work on ſuch celebra- 
tion,) | 


| — O procul eſte, profani; 
Proclamat Vates totoque abſstite lucas 


—— Far hence be fouls prophane, 
"The Sibil cry d, and from the grove al/tain. 


DRYDEN» 


, If, Iſay; while theſe ſacred rites, which are in common 
to genus omne antimantium, are in agitation between the = 
1 95 * e if "gf 4 | 


* This is an ambiguous phraſe and may mean either a for 
«bell clbathed with wood, or well fript of it, | 


17 
ce 
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and his miſtreſs any hoſtile beaſts ſhould venture too 
near, on the firſt hint given by the frighted hind, 
fierce and tremendous ruthes forth the ſtag to the en- 
trance of the thicket; there ſtands he centinel over his 


love, ſtamps the ground with his foot, and with his horns 


brandiſhed aloft in the air, proudly provokes the appre» 
hended foe to combat. 

Thus, and more terrible, when he perceived the ene- 
my's approach, leaped torth our hero. Many a ſtep ad- 
vanced he forwards, in order to conceal the tren:bling 
hind, and, if poſſible, ro fecure her retreat. And now 
Thwackum, having firſt darted ſome livid lightening 
from his fiery eyes, began to thunder forth, “ Fy upon 
it! Fy upon it! Mr Jones: is it poſſible you ſhould be 
the perſon!” 4 You ſee, anſwered Jones, it is poſlible 
L ſhould be here.” „ And who, ſaid Chwackum is that 
wicked flut with you?” © If I have any wicked ſlut 
with me, cries Jones, it is poſtible I ſhall not let you 
know who ſhe is.” © I command you to tell me imme- 
diately, ſays Ihwackum; and I would not have you 
imagine, young man, that your age, tho? it has ſomewhat 
abruiged the purpoſe of tuition, has totally taken away 
the authority of the maſter. The relation of the maſ- 
ter and icholar is indelible, as, indeed, all other rela- 
tions are; for they all derive their original from Hea- 
ven. I would have you think yourſelf therefore, as 
much obliged to obey me now, as when I taught you 
your firſt, rudiments.” „I believe you would, cries 
Jones; but that will not happen, unleſs you had the 
lame birchen argument to convince me.” © [hen 1 muſt 
tell you plainly, faid Thwackum, I am reſolved to dil- 
cover the wicked wretch,” © And 1 mult tell you plain- 
ly, returned Jones, | am. reſolved you thall not.“ 
Thwackum then offered to advance, and Jones laid 
hold of his arms; which Mr Blifil endeavoured to re- 
cue, declaring © he would not ſee his old matter inſul- 
ted.“ 

Jones now finding himſelf engaged with two, thought 
it neceilary to rid himſelt of one of his antagoniſts as 

2 ſoon 
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Cl 

as poſſible, He therefore applied to the weakeſt MW t 

2 „ the parſon go, he directed a blow t ar 
the young ſquire's breaſt, which luckily taking place, * 
reduced him to meaſure his length on the ground. ſor 
Thwackum was fo intent on the diſcovery, that "i 
the moment he found himfelf at liberty, he ſtepped for. | 
ward directly into the fern, without any great Conlicjerg. blo 
ton of what might, in the mean time, befal his friend; l 
but he had advanced a very few paces into the thicket, Th 


betoze Jones, having defeated Blifil, overtook tlie ” 
par ſon, — dragged him backward by the ſkirt of bs P. 


iy 1 
(cat. 


This par ſon had been a champon in his youth, and had am 
wen much honour by his fiſt, both at ſchool and at the 1 
univertity. He had now indeed, for a preat number of = 
years, declined the practice of that noble art; yet was hi +7 
courage full as ſtrong as his faith, and his body no lels * 

ſtrong than either. He was, moreover, as the reader — In 
may. perhaps have conceived, ſomewhat iraſcible in his aha 
nature. When he looked back, therefore, and ſavy hi . 
friend ſtretched out on the ground, and found himſelf - 
at the ſame time fo roughly handled by one who had for- "is 
merly been cvly feſſive in all cortl'&ts between them, (i role 
circumſtance which kighly aggravated the whole, his pa- 3 
tience at length gave way; be threw himſelf into a poſe — 
ture of defence, and collecting all his force, attacked 8 
| Jones in the front, with as much impetuolity as he had of «i 
formerly attacked him in the rear. . wth 

Our hero reccived the enemy's attack with the mal 2 
undaunted intrepidity, and his boſom re founded with 3 
the blow. This he prelently returned with no lets vice ” 
lence, aiming likewiſe at the parton's breaſt; but he 2 "ol 
terouſly drove down the fiſt of Jones, fo that it reaciie = 
only bis belly, where two pounds of beef, and as many . 
of pudding were then depolited, and whence, coul . 
quently, no hollow found could proceed. Many luſty blow: . 

much more pleaſant as, well as eaſy to have ſeen, = = 
read or deicribe, were given on both ſides: at la = 


violent fall, in which Jones had thrown his kne 


10 
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into Thwackum's breaſt, ſo weakened the latter, that 
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victory had been no longer dubious, had not Blifil, 
who had now recovered: his ſtrength again, renewed 


the fight, and, by engaging. with Jones, given the par- 


ſon a moment's time to ſhake his cars, and to regain his 


breath · 


And now both together attacked our hero, whoſe 
blows did not retain that force with which they had 
fallen at firſt; ſo weakened was he by his combat with 
Thwackum; for tho' the pedagogue choſe rather to 
play alas on the human inſtrument, and had been late- 
iy uſed to thoſe only, yet he ſtill retained enough of his 
ancient knowledge to perform -his part very well in a 


duet. 


The victory, according to modern cuſtom, was like to 
be decided by numbers, when on a ſudden, a fourth pair 
of ſiſts appeared in the battle, and imemdiately paid 
their compliments to the parton: and the owner of 
them, at the fame time, crying out, “ Are you not 
n'd to you, to fall two of you 


aſhamed, and be d 
upon one?* * 


The battle, which was of the kind that, for diſtinc- 
tion's ſake, is called RoyaL, now raged with the utmoſt 
violence during a tew minutes; till Blitil, being a ſecond 
time laid ſprawling by Jones, | hwackum condeicended - 
to apply for quarter to his new antagoniit, who was 
now found to be Mr Weſtern himſelt, tor in the heat 
of the action none of the combatants had recogmzed 


him. 


In fact, that honeſt ſquire, happening, in his afternoon's 
walk with ſome company, to pats through the field 
where the bloody battle was fought and having con- 


cluded, from ſceing three men engaged, that two of them 
muit be on one fide, he haſtened from his companies 
ons, and with more gallantry than policy, etpouled 
the cauſe of the weaker party; by which generous - 
proceeding he very probably prevented Mr Jones 
from becoming a victim to the wiath of Thwackum, 
ad to the pious friendthip v 

| 6 4 


hich Blifil bore his old 
matter ; - 
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matter: for beſides the diſadvantage of ſuch odds, Jones 
had not yet ſuflicientiy recovered the former ftrength 
of his broken arm. This reinforcement, however, ſoon 


put an end to the action, and Jones with his ally, 
obtatined the victory. 


an . XII. 


In auhich is ſcet a more moving ſpectacle than all the blood in 
\ the bodies of Thwackum and Blifil, and of twenty other 


fuch, is capable of producing. 


i HE reſt of Mr Weſtern's company were now 
come up, 


being juſt at the inſtant when the ge- 


tion was over. Lheſe were, the honeſt clergyman whom 
we have formerly ſeen at Mr Weſtern's table, Mrs 
Weſtern, the aunt of Sophia, and laſtly, the lovely So- 
phia herſe f. 

At this time the following was the aſpect of the bloody 
field. In one place lay on the ground, all pale and almoſt 
breathleis, the vanquithed Blifil. Near him ſtood the 

conqueror Jones, almoſt covered with blood, part of 
which was naturally his own, and part had been lately 
the property of the Rev. Mr Thwackum. In a third 


place ſtood the ſaid Thwachum, like King Porus, ſullen- 


ly ſubmitting to the conqueror. The laſt figure in the 
piece was Weſtern the Great, moſt glorioufly forbearing 
the vanquithed toe. | | 


Blifil, in whom there was little ſign of life, was at 


fir ſt the principal object of the concern of every one, and 
particularly of Mrs Weſtern, who bad drawn from her 

cket a bottle ot harts horn, and was herlelf about to 
apply it to his noſtrils, when on a ſudden the attention 


of the whole company was diverted from poor Blifil, whole 


ſpirit, if it had any ſuch delign, might have now taken 
an opportunity of ſtealing off to the other world, without 
an) CI GONY | 
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For now a more melancholy and a more lovely object 
lay motionleſs before them. This was no other than the 
charming ®ophia-herſelf, who, from the tight of blood, or 
from fear of her father, or from ſome other reaſon, had 
fallen down in a ſwoon, before any one could get to her 
aſſiſlance. 

Mrs Weſtern firſt ſaw her and ſcreamed. Immediate- 


ly two or three voices out, Miſs & eſtern is dead. Hart- 


horn, water, every remedy was called for, almoſt at one 
and the fame inſtant. 

he reader may remember, that in our deſcription of 
this grove, we mentioned a murmuring brook, which 
brook did not come there, as ſuch gentle dreams flow 
thro' vulgar romances, with no other purpoſe than to mur- 
mur. No: Fortune had decreed to ennoble this little 
brooks with a higaer honour than avy of thoſe which 
walh the plains of Arcadia ever deſerved. 

Jones was ruving Blitit's templess for he began to fear 
he had given him a blow too much, when the words 
Mis Weitern, and dead ruſhed at once on his car. He 
ſtarted up, left B.itil to his fate, and flew to Sophia, 
when, while ail the reſt were running againſt each 
other backward and forward, looking for water in the 
dry paths, he caught up in his arms, and then ran away 
with her over the field to the rivulet above mention- 
ed: where, plunging himielt into the water, he con- 
_ to beſprinkle her face, head, and neck, very plen« 
ti ully. : — 

Happy was it for Sophia, that the ſame confuſion 
which prevented her other friends from ſerving her, pre- 
vented them likewiſe from obſtructing Jones. He had 
carried her halt. way before they knew what be was do- 
ing, and had actually reſtored her to life before they reaches 
ed the water tide: the ſtretched out her arms, opened 
ber cycs, and cried, * Oh Heavens!” Jait as her ITY 
aunt, and the parion, came up. 

Jones, who had hitherto held this lovely burden in 
his arms, now relinquilhed his hold; but gave wer at the 
lac witant a tender carels, which, had her 1entes'beews 


then 
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then perfectly reſtored, could not have eſcaped her ob- 
ſervation. As ſhe expreſſed, therefore no difpleaſure at 
this freedom, we ſuppoſe (he was not ſufficiently recove- 
. red from her ſwoon at the time. 

This tragical ſcene was now converted into a ſudden 
ſcene of joy. In this our hero was moſt certainly, the 
principal character: for as he probably felt more exta. 
tic delight in havirg faved Sophia, than ſhe herſelf re. 
ceived from being ſaved, fo neither were the congratula- 
tions paid to her equal to what were conferred on Jones, 
eſpecially by Mr Weſtern himſelf who, after having 
once or twice embraced his daughter, fell to hugging 
and kiſſing Jones. He called him the preſerver of $0. 
phia, and declared there was nothing except her, or his 
eſtate, which he would not give him; but, upon recol- 
lection, he afterwards excepted his fox-hounds, the che- 
valier, and Miſs Slouch, for ſo he called his favourite 
mare.) TE 

All fears for Sophia being now removed, Jones became 
the object of the ſquire's conſideration. “ Come, my lad, 
ſays Weſtern, do off thy quoat and waſh the feace: for 
art in a deviliſh pickle, | promiſe thee. Come, come walh 
thyſelf, and ſhat go home with me, and well zee to find 
thee another quoat.” | 

Jones immediately complied, threw off his coat, 
went down to the water, and waſhed both his face 
and his boſom ; for the latter was as much expoſed and 
as bloody as the former: but though the water could 
clear off the blood, it could not remove the black and 
blue marks which Tawackum had imprinted on both 
face and breaſt, and which, being diſcerned by Sophia, 
drew from her a ſigh, and a look full of inexpreſſible 
tenderneſs. Thea. 

Jones received this in full in his eyes, and it had inf» 
nitely a ſtronger effect on him than all the contuſions 
which he had received before, An effect, however, wide- 
ly different; tor o tott and balmy was it, that had all 
his former blows been ſtabs, it would for ſome. minutes 


have prevented his feeling their ſmart. 1 
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wk The company now moved backwards, and ſoon arri- 
* ved where Thwackum had got Mr Blifil again on his 
de legs. Here we cannot ſuppreſs a pious wiſh, that all | 
quarrels were to be decided by thoſe weapons only with 
which Nature, knowing what is proper for us, bas ſup» 
the plied us; and that cold iron was to be uled in diggmg 
no bowels but thoſe of the earth, Then would war, the 
© paſtime cf monarchs, be almoſt incffenſive, and bate 
lies between great armies might be tought at the pare 
© FF ticular defire of ſeveral ladies of quality; who, together 
ing with the kings themſelves, might be actual ipecta- 
ung tors of the conflict. 'i hen might the field be this mo- 
90 nent well ſtrewed with human carcaſſes, and the next, 
his the dead men, or infinitely the greateſt part of them, 


len 


* might get up, like Mr Bayes's troops, and march off, 
a either at the found of a drum or fiddle, as ſhould be pre- 
= viouſly agreed on. | | 
| woul@ avoid, if poflible, treating this matter ludi- 
wv; crouſly, leſt grave men and politicians, whom 1 know to 
de offended at a jeſt, may cry ph at it; bur, in reality, 
M might not a batile be as well decided by the greater 
a F number of broken heads, bloody noiſes, and black eyes, 
ud as by the greater heaps of mangled and murdered human 
bodies? Might not towns be contended for 1:2 the lame 3 
a manner? Indeed this may be thought too detrimental 
MY a ſcheme to the French intereſt, fince they would thus 
nd loſe the advantage they have over other nations in the 
4 ſupericrity of their engineers: but when 1 coniider the 
"i gllzntry and ornerotity of that people, I am perſuaded 
Uh they would never decline putting themlelves upon a par 
ich their adverſary, or, as the phrale is, making them Þ 
ole ſelves his match. _ : 
6 But ſuch reformations are rather to be withed than 
| hoped for: I thall content mytclt, therefore, with this 
* ort hint, and return to my narrative. | | 
* Weſtern began now to inquire into the original riſe 
ba of this quarrel; to which neither Bhſil nor Jones gave 


any anſwer: but Thwackum faid ſurlily, I believe 
h the cauſe is not far off; if you beat the bulhes weil you 
1 may 
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« Find ber! replied Weſtern, what, 
have you been fighting for a wench?” * Ak the gen. 
 HUeman in his waiſtcot there, ſaid i hwackum, he beſt 
- Knows.” © Nay then, cries Weſtern, it is a wench cer. 
tainly Ah, Lom, Tom, thou art a liquoriſh dog; 
but come, gentlemen, be all friends, and go home 
with me, and make final peace over a bottle“ I aſk 
Pur pardon, Sir, ſay Thawackum, it is ao ſuch flight 
matter tor man of my character to be thus injuriouſly 
treated and buffetted by a boy, only becauſe I would 
have done my duty, in endeavouring to detect and bring 
to juſtice a wanton harlot; but, indeed, the principal 
fault lies in Mr Allworthy and vourſelf: for if you put 
the laws in exention as you ought to do, you would ſoon 
rid the country of theſe vermin.” 

* I would as ſoon rid the country of foxes, cries Weſ. 
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may find her.” 


tern, [ think we ought to encourage the recruiting thoſe 


numbers which we are every day lofing ins the war, 
«© But where is ſhe? ———Prithee, Tom, ſhew me.” 
He then began to beat about, in the ſame language, and 
in the ſame manner, as if he had been beating about for 
a hare, and at laſt cried out,“ Hoho! puls is not far off, 
** tiere's her form, upon my ſoul; | believe I may 
cry, - ſtole away! And indeed ſo he might, for he 
had now diſcovered the place whence the poor girl 
had, at the beginning of the fray, ſtolen away, 
4p as many feet as a hare generally utes in travel- 
ung. : 
Sophia now deſired her father to return home, ſay- 
ing, ſhe found herſelf very faint, and apprehended a 
relapſe. The ſquire immediately complied with his 
daughter's requeſt, (tor he was the fondeſt of parents) 
He carneſtely endeavoured to prevail with the whole 
company to go and ſup with him; but Blifil and Thwac- 
kum abſolutely refuſed; the former ſaying, there were 


more reaſons than he could then mention why he muſt 


decline this honour; and the latter declaring, (per. 
haps rightly,) that it was not proper for a perſon of 
| Relat FEY his 
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his function to be ſeen at any place in his preſent col 
dition: | 
Jones was incapable of refuſing the pleaſure of being 
with his Sophia. So on he marched with Square ing 
ern and. his ladies, the pariſon bringing up the rear 


4 
1 


'© his had, indeed, offered to tarry with brother These 
K kum, profeſſing bis regard for the cloth would not permit 
by him to depart: but Thwackum would not accept the tas 


your, and with no great civility puſhed him after M 
'd Þ Weſtern, 1 
's Thus ended this bloody fray; and thus ſhall end the”, | 


Nach book of this hiſtory, 2 
ut % | 
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